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1. SIGNIFICANCE 

The Atlantic Coastline Railroad Freight Warehouse is located at One Ninth Street which is at the 
northwest corner of Ninth and Tatnall Streets in Augusta, Georgia. The building was constructed 
around 1915 and it is typical of rail freight facilities of that period. The long narrow structure 
has a loading dock and several freight doors down either side and an office area at one end. 

This simply styled warehouse and freight office structure has deteriorated but remains basically 
unchanged since it was built among the cotton and agricultural supplies businesses that once 
dominated the Reynolds Street, or "Cotton Row" area. It is likely that the building originally 
served primarily as a transshipment facility for the sorting and routing of goods in transit rather 
than for any type of long-term storage. The long loading dock and numerous freight doors on 
either side as well as the limited floor area suggest that the interior served mainly a staging area 
where freight was perhaps moved from rail cars to wagons for local delivery and vice versa. 
Such a facility may have been supported by the large number of wholesale grocers, agricultural 
supplies dealers, and other merchants in downtown Augusta. Markings on the freight doors such 
as "Augusta Arsenal ordnance" indicate that some of the loading areas had primary if not 
exclusive uses. The building's subsequent use after the Second World War as a storage 
warehouse no longer connected with the railroad probably reflects the growing dominance of the 
trucking industry in this type of transportation service and the diminished importance of agriculture, 
especially cotton, in the local economy. 

2. MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION 

Brick walls, brick foundation with wooden piers under the loading dock; wooden loading dock 
and structural members; metal roof. 

3. SHAPE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE 

The building shape is long and rectangular measuring about 400' x 60'. The two-story office 
area on the east end of the building is about 60' square whereas the single-story freight handling 
area is about 340' long and 60' wide. 

4. EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE 

The building is a rather plain industrial building. It features a three-tiered parapet wall above the 
freight office, which has stone lintels and sills around its several windows. The heavy wooden 
freight doors which have boards turned in a herring bone pattern and the metal roof comprising 
multiple plates are the most striking features of the warehouse area. 



ATLANTIC COASTLINE RAILROAD FREIGHT WAREHOUSE 
HABS No. GA-2377 (page 3) 

5. INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE 

The warehouse portion of the building comprises mainly open floor area for the proper staging of 
out-going loads and the handling of incoming freight. Again the large freight doors, 
approximately 20 on each side of the building are the dominant features of the warehouse. 
Another interesting feature is what appears to have been a break area for workers, which contains 
a bench and a heating stove. The downstairs office are seems to have been arranged more for 
clerical use and direct supervision of the activities on the warehouse floor from what appears to 
have been an open reception area and a clerical/supervisory office with windows opening onto 
the warehouse floor. The upstairs contains what appears to have been managerial office space as 
well as what seems to have been a records retention room with shelves and bins marked by year 
and month. 

6. MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS 

There have been no major alterations or additions to this building. 
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