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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

TRANSFORMER ROOM NO. 63 (BUILDING 63) 

HABS NO. DC-349-BP 

Location: Ash Street, Washington, D.C., on the West Campus of St. Elizabeths Hospital 

Significance: 

Transformer Room No. 63 (Building 63) is not directly related to the historically significant function of 
the St. Elizabeths West Campus as a place for the treatment of mental illness. Although part of the 
campus as it existed from the 1950s to 2009, Transformer Room No. 63 is considered neither to have 
individual historic significance nor to contribute to the historic character of the campus.  

The building is characterized by its simple brick masonry walls and gable roof. 

Description:  

The Transformer Room is a small, rectangular, single-story masonry structure that measures 6'-6" by 
8'-0" in plan. The building, which is situated on a hillside overlooking the Power House (Building 56/57) 
to the south and the Construction Shops (Building 49) to the east, rests on a concrete foundation. The 
two-wythe brick masonry walls are laid in a running bond pattern with an alternating header-stretcher 
course at every sixth course. The wood-framed gable roof is covered with standing-seam sheet metal. The 
roof framing includes 2-inch by 4-inch rafters spaced at 24 inches on center with 1-inch-thick plank 
decking. The end gables are clad in horizontally-oriented clapboard. A wood-framed louvered window is 
centered on each end gable.  

Transformer Room No. 63 is accessed from a door opening with steel lintel and painted wood frame 
located on the south elevation. A four-panel wood door is no longer hung in its frame, but is lodged in the 
door opening. The building interior has concrete floors, brick masonry walls, and exposed wood roof 
framing and sheathing as the ceiling. At the center of the concrete floor is a circular opening lined with 
steel. The opening most likely was the path for electrical conduit. The cover that fit over the opening is 
missing.  

History:   

Transformer Room No. 63 was constructed in 1957 as part of electrical system upgrades made to the west 
campus throughout the 1950s. It housed electrical equipment.  

In 2004, ownership of the St. Elizabeths west campus was transferred from the Department of Health and 
Human Services to the General Services Administration. The structure was stabilized and mothballed by 
2005.  

As part of the construction of a new headquarters for the United States Coast Guard on the St. Elizabeths 
West Campus, Transformer Room No. 63 was demolished in early 2010. 
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Sources: 

St. Elizabeths West Campus: Cultural Landscape Report. Heritage Landscapes, Preservation Landscape 
Architects & Planners, and Robinson & Associates, Inc. Prepared for the General Services 
Administration, Washington, D.C., April 2009.  

Building Preservation Plan: Transformer Room No. 63 (Building 63), St. Elizabeths West Campus. Wiss, 
Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. Prepared for the General Services Administration, Washington, D.C, 
March 12, 2010.  

Historians: Mike Ford, Kenneth Itle, Tim Penich, and Deborah Slaton, Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, 
Inc. (WJE), 2012. 

Project Information: This historical narrative was prepared by WJE in conjunction with Mills + 
Schnoering Architects, LLC, who prepared the measured drawings, and Leslie Schwartz Photography, 
who prepared the photographic documentation. The HABS documentation was completed for the General 
Services Administration. 


