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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

FARRAGUT SQUARE
(Reservation Number 12) :
HABS No. DC-671

Location: 17th Street between | and K streets, NW. f, ;/1 L
Owner/Mangger: U.S. government, National Park Service. 7 /ﬁ § H .
et |~

Present Use: Sitting Park, monument site. =

Significance: Included as an open space on both the L’Enfant and Ellicott plans, this reservation
has served as a park since its first improvement in 1873. The statue in the center is among those
in the National Register of Historic Places listing of Washington's Civil War Statuary.

PART I HISTORICAL INFORMATION
A. Physical History:
L. Date of plan: 1791, L’Enfant Plan; 1792, Ellicott Plan.

2. Original and subsequent owners; Originally within a tract of land called
Port Royal, patented to John Peerce in 1687, Peerce’s grandson, Edward,
owned the western portion of the tract in 1791 when he donated this
property to the federal government as part of the land required for streets
and avenues. L

3. First improvement. In 1872 gas and water pipes were installed and a statue
was planned for ellipse in center, walks were graveled, rolled, and
asphalted, and trees and grass planted, drinking fountain and lamppost
units and an iron post-and-chain fence were installed,

4, Alterations and additions;

1873: Connecticut Avenue extended through the park, dividing it into two
triangles.

1881: Connecticut Avenue extension removed, Adm, David G, Farragut
statue erected.

1960s: $17,000 allotted for improvements.
1972: Farragut Square Metro station completed.
B Historical Context:
On Pierre L’Enfant’s plan of Washington, the area now designated as
Farragut Square is indicated as a rectangular-shaped open area formed by the

convergence of Connecticut Avenue with 17th and K streets, NW. Although it was
not among the seventeen parcels purchased for public park land and federal '

! McNeil, 42, 50.
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reservations, it was part of the more thao 3,606 acres acquired at no cost to the
government for the creation of streets and alleys.

Within a tract of land called Port Royal, patented to John Peerce in 1687,
Peerce’s grandson, Edward, owned the western portion of the tract in 1791 when
he donated the portion needed for streets and avenues to the federal government.
Three months later, he sold the remaining land to Samuel Davidson, who purchased
it hoping to make a large profit upon resale. Despite its seemingly prime location
within three blocks of the White House, this neighborhood did not develop as
quickly as the region between the President’s House and Capitol, and the lots
facing the square remained largely undeveloped until after the Civil War.Z One of
the earlier recorded structures was a large Gothic-Revival home built in 1858 on
the so;ltheast corner of the park for Elisha Riggs, Jr., a junior partner at Riggs
Bank.

During the war, Union troops enlisted to protect the nation’s capital
camped on this federal ground, and several temporary buildings were erected to
house the Freedmen’s Bureau and the offices of the Army Quartcarmaster.4

After the war, the care of public property in Washington was turned over
to the military, which already occupied much federal land in the city. The Office
of Public Buildings and Grounds (OPB&G) was formed in 1867, and the Army
Corp of Engineers was charged with its management. Brig. Gen. Nathaniel
Michler was the first officer assigned to the OPB&G, and he immediately
recommended the improving this space in the same manner as the corresponding
space two blocks east on Vermont Avenue in which the roadway dividing the space
had been recently removed to create one large rectangle (See McPherson Square,
HABS No. DC-680). "It is proposed to make a corresponding square on
Connecticut Avenue, between the same streets (I and K),” he wrote, "as soon as the
frame buildings now occupying the public ground can be removed."®

The wood structures were removed in 1869, and two years later the
reservation was partially improved; not as rectangle, but as two triangles divided
by Connecticut Avenue, which was paved for the first time around 1872, The
avenue was improved during a citywide whirlwind of public works undertaken in
1871-74 when the District of Columbia was run by a territorial government.
Although this experiment in home rule failed after three years, dissolving in debt
and scandal in 1874, its Board of Public Works successfully oversaw the paving of
miles of streets, the laying of gas and sewer lines, and the planting of thousands of
trees.

Connecticut Avenue garnered particular attention from the board, and a
24’-wide concrete roadway flanked by aspen trees was installed from Lafayette
Square to the city boundary at Florida Avenue. Against Michler’s wishes,
however, the roadway was laid through the center of this open space, frustrating
his effort to form a rectangular park. Orville Babcock, who had replaced Michler
in 1871, worked in tandem with his good friend, Alexander "Boss" Shepherd, the

2 Boschke map, 1857-61.

3 Goode, Capital Losses, 67-68.

40 1szewski, 3.

5 Annual Report . . ., 1868, 11.
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notorious head of the Board of Public Works, oversesing improvements to the
federal reservations in the vicinity of the improved roadways. The gas and water
pipes installed along Connecticut Avenue at the same time were extended into the
two triangles for future irrigation and lighting, and the OPB&G began to replace
the old soil and erect picket fences to deter cows, chickens, dogs, and pigs from
roaming throughout the partially improved triangles.

Despite the fact that the space was divided in two triangles, it was named
Farragut Square, having been selected by Congress in 1871 to receive a statue of
Adm. David Glasgow Farragut. In preparation for the memorial, an elliptical area
was planned in the center of the roadway running though the park.® By 1872,
walks had been installed in the park and pavement was laid on the south side at I
Street. Trees and shrubbery were planted and water and drainage pipes were
installed in preparation for a proposed water fountain.” In 1873, Babcock’s
budget included $5,000 to construct the elliptical foundation for the statue as well
as funds for special lamp posts with attached drinking fountains, trees, shrubs,
Kentucky Bluegrass seed, and an iron post-and-chain fence to replace the flimsy
picket fence.® Flower beds were first planted in the park in 1875 and by 1887, the
summer flowers were regularly replaced in the autumn by chrysanthemums. In
November, bulbs for hyacinths, tulips, and crocuses were planted in preparation
for the following spring.®

The concrete roadway of Connecticut Avenue was torn up and replaced
with sod when the statue was finally erected in 1881, The 10°-tall portrait statue
portrays Farragut standing on deck with his foot on a capstan and a spyglass in his
hands. It was cast from the propellers of the USS Hartford, the ship upon which
he reputedly lashed himself to the rigging and cried, "Damn the torpedoes! Full
speed ahead." during the Battle of Mobile Bay.? It was sculpted by Vinnie Ream
Hoxie, widow of Richard Hoxie, the Army Corps of Engineers officer who sat on
the D. C. Board of Commissioners that replaced the Board of Public Works in 1874.
The first memorial to a naval hero erected in the city, it was dedicated with a full-
scale parade on April 25, 1881, the nineteenth anniversary of Farragut's victory at
the Battle of New Orleans.!!

As the park was improved, the neighborhood surrounding it became a
social, diplomatic, and commercial hub. British Minister Sir Edward Thornton
rented the house built for Riggs on the southeast corner and entertained lavishly
until the British Embassy was built farther up Connecticut Avenue in the late
1870s. On K Street north of the square, a trio of elegant stone-faced row houses
were built in 1873, The corner unit of the group was occupied by Alexander
Shepherd. From his bay window he could see the newly improved park and the

8 A.nnu.nl Report . . ., 1872, 7.
7 Olszewski, 8.

.8 Qlszewski, 9.

% Olssewski, 12.

10 Olspewski, 19, 25.

u Goode, Quidoor Sculpture, 101,
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avenue paved under his leadership.!?> Through the late 1870-80s, the square
became home to two noted military leaders. Brig. Gen. Albert Myer, organizer of
the Army Signal Corps in 1863 and the U, S. Weather Bureau in 1870, purchased
the Riggs House in 1877; and in 1883, Capt. Nathan Sargent commissioned
architect Joseph C. Hornblower to construct an ornate brick home faciag onto the
square from the east side.l®

The neighborhood became the official gathering place for Washington's
military men in 1891 when the Army Navy Club was built on the southeast side of
the square. The five-story Romanesque Revival structure was the tallest on the
square, and its observation tower offered views all the way to Arlington
Cemetery. 14

When the Army Navy Club razed the 1858 Riggs House across the street in
1911 to accommodate its growing membership, it signalled the beginning of the
neighborhood’s gradual shift from residential to commercial occupancy.
Commercialization of the area began as soon as the trolley tracks were laid upon
Connecticut Avenue in the 1870s, and redevelopment increased in the twentieth
century as downtown homes lost their appeal to citizens who moved north to the
growing suburbs. The most drastic changes to the Farragut Square neighborhood
followed the population boom of World War Il. Approximately thirty new
commercial buildings were built between 1955-60 in the vicinity of the park,
almost all of them minimally-ornamented, glass and steel. These replaced
nineteenth-century buildings such as Shepherd's Row, demolished in 1952; the old
Army Navy Club building, razed 1962; and the Sargent House destroyed in 1966.

As office and commercial structures gradually replaced the residences, the
area became a center for the legal and medical professions. The park, which
largely retained the landscape plan from the 1880s, was maintained regularly by
the National Park Service, which gained jurisdiction of most of the city’s parks in
1933, Like many parks in commercial areas, workers from nearby offices began
relaxing and picnicking in the park on warm days. In an effort to educate these
visitors, the naturalist’s office of the National Capital Region made a complete
inventory of the square’s trees in 1942, and placed the list in an enclosed case in
the park,!® The park was refurbished in the 1960s with a $17,000 allocation
granted under the initiative of First Lady Ladybird Johnson’s beautification o
program. Throughout these decades, a variety of noontime concerts were held in
the park in warmer months.

While some office workers saw the park as a sylvan oasis in the midst of
glass and concrete, others eved it as a partial solution to the city’s growing parking
shortage. As new edifices replaced vacant lots that had been used for parking, the
number of vehicles increased while parking options shrank. Proposals were made
to build parking garages beneath several of the downtown reservations, and

12 Goode, Capital Losseg, 152-53.
13 Goode, Capitol Losses, 67-68, 92-93.

14 Goode, Capital Losses, 238.

16 #Prees and Shrubs of Farragut Square,” U.S. Office of National Capital Parks, 1942.
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replacing the parks as planted street-level rooftops.}® In response to this
proposal, the Committee of 100 and the National Park Service came definitively to
the defense of the reservations, stating, "Conversion of historic Farragut Square
into the roof of a parking garage is, the Committee thinks, completely unjustified,
and would establish a precedent for the desecration of other irreplaceable
downtown parks."” As a result of the controversy, builders were encouraged to
include parking underneath all new office buildings.

Although parking places remain in short supply today, the installation of an
underground transit system in the late 1970s gave commuters and tourists the
option to enter the city without their automobiles. Because of Farragut Square’s
dense office population, it was targeted for two major stations, both named for the
square, Farragut West and Farragut North. Construction of the stations beneath
the park interrupted its use for several years.

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

Overall dimensions: The approximately 370" x 215’ rectangular park covers about
1.58 acres.

Materials:

1. Pathways: The rectangular park is surrounded by a concrete perimeter
sidewalk, and two major paths run diagonally through the park on axis with
Connecticut Avenue, meeting a circular path in the center surrounding the
mound for the statue. Minor concrete paths lead from the northeast and
southwest corners and the east and west sides to the central pathway.

2, Vegetation:
a. Grass: All of the panels defined by the pathways are planted with
grass.
b. Trees, shrubs, hedges: A variety of ornamental and shade trees are

planted throughout the park and a formal hedge surrounds the
central panels formed between the two diagonal paths. Pink and
white azalea beds are planted at the ends of the central panels and
within the fenced-in area at the base of the statue.

c. Flowers, seasonal plantings: Tulips bloom each spring at the ends of
the central panels and in the fenced area surrounding the statue.

3. Structures:

a. Fences: An ornamental iron urn-finial fence surrounds the central
ellipse at the base of the statue.

1e Stern and Whitten, 1962.

17 Olezewski, 34.
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b. Benches: Metal-frame wood-slat benches face onto the central
pathway.
C. Statues: The I0’-tall bronze statue of Civil War naval hero Adm.

David G. Farragut faces southeast to the White House from atop a
20"-tall Maine granite base. Beneath the base is a copper box
containing an account of the admiral’s service and the history of the
statue,

d, Fountains. Two cast-concrete drinking fountains are located near
the central circular walk.

€. Lighting: Numerous mushroom-type lamps illuminate both the
major and minor walks.

Site:

I. Character of surrounding structures: The open space is completely framed
by twentieth ceniury high-rise office and commercial buildings. The entry
for the Farragut North Metro Station is in the ground level of a building on
the northeast corner of Connecticut Avenue and K Street.

2. Traffic patterns: Seventeenth Street supports two lanes of two-way traffic
on both sides of the park. I Street traffic is three lanes heading east. K
Street, the widest street in the city includes two lanes traveling each way
with a service lane on the westbound side.

3. Vistas; There is a clear vista southeast on Connecticut Avenue to the statue
on the northwest corner of Lafayette Park. Dupont Circle northwest on

Connecticut Avenue is largely obscured by trees planted in the medians
south of the circie.

SCURCES OF INFORMATION
Maps:

Boschke, A. "Topographical Map of the District of Columbia surveyed in the years
*57,'58, and *59."

District of Columbia Board of Public Works. "Exhibit Chart of Improved Street
and Avenues." 1872.

Ellicott, Andrew. "Plan of the City of Washington.” 1792,

L’Enfant, Pierre Charles. "Plan of the City of Washington.” 1791.

Office of Public Buildings and Grounds. "Plan of the City of Washington, District
of Columbia, showing the Public Reservations.” Prepared by Orville E.

Babcock. 1871.

Office of Public Buildings and Grounds. "Map of the City of Washington showing
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the Public Reservations Under Control of the Office of Public Buildings
and Grounds." 1884, 1887, and 1894.

Park plans: See Supplemental Information for a list of attached plans. Additional
plans are located at the Office of Land Use, National Capital Region,

Early Views

ca. 1889; Etching of park, (Moore, 238).

1903: Photograph of Farragut statue (Annual Report ., ., 1903).
1927 Survey photograph (NPS Reservation Files).
Bibliography:

Annual Reports of the Office of Public Buildings and Grounds. Annual Reports
of the Chief of Engineers. 1867-1933.

Burnap, George, Parks, Their Design, Equipment and Use, 1916.

Goode, James, Capital Losses. Washington D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press.
1979.

Goode, James. Qutdoor Sculpture of Washington. Washington D.C.. Smithsonian
Institution Press. 1974,

McNeil, Priscilla W. "Rock Creek Hundred: Land Conveyed for the Federal City."
Washington History 3 (Spring/Summer, 1991). 34-51.

Moore, Joseph West. Picturesque Washington, New York: Hurst and Co. ca. 1889.

Olszewski, George J. Farragut Square. Division of History. Office of Archeology
and Historic Preservation. National Park Service, February 1968.

Record Group 42, National Archives and Records Administration (NARA RG42).
Reservation files, National Capital Region Headquarters, Land Use Office.

“Stern, Laurence and Leslie H. Whitten. "Farragut Square Underground Plan
Torpedoed by Private Operators." Washington Post (August 31, 1962), Al,
Ald,

"Trees and Shrubs of Farragut Square.” U.S. Department of Interior, National Park
Service, National Capital Parks, Washington D.C., 1942,

Prepared by: Elizabeth Barthold
Project Historian
National Park Service
1993
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PARTIY, PROJECT INFORMATION:

The Plan of Washington, D.C., project was carried out from 1990-93 by the Historic
American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record (HABS/HAER) Division,
Robert J. Kapsch, chief. The project sponsors were the Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz
Foundation Inc. of Washington, D.C.; the Historic Preservation Division, District of Columbia
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, which provided Historic Preservation Fund
monies; the National Capital Region and its White House Liaison office, NPS; and the National
Park Foundation Inc.

HABS historian Sara Amy Leach was the project leader and Elizabeth J. Barthold was
project historian. Architectural delineators were: Robert Arzola, HABS; Julianne Jorgensen,
University of Maryland; Robert Juskevich, Catholic University of America; Sandra M. E. Leiva,
US/ICOMOS- Argenting; and Tomasz Zweich, US/1COMOS-Poland, Board of Historical Gardens
and Palace Conservation. Katherine Grandine served as a data collector. The photographs are by
John McWilliams, Atlanta, except for the aerial views, which are by Jack E. Boucher, HABS,
courtesy of the U.S. Park Police - Aviation Division.

PARTYV. SUPPLEMENTAJL INFORMATION

Page 9 1876: Park plan showing Connecticut Avenue bisecting the rectangle into
two right triangles and an open oval-shaped area in the center, in
*Government Reservations within the City Boundaries,” Citv Lots,
Real Estate Atlas (NARA RG42 230).

Page 10 1885: Park plan showing rectangular park with locations of walks, gas and
water pipes, and lamps (Annual Report . . ., 1885),

Page 11, 12 1905: Park plan with accompanying list showing locations and types of
trees (Annual Report . . ., 1903).

Page 13 ca. 1920 Park plan showing walks and dimensions, with survey of park
elements.
Page 14, 15 1942: Park plan with accompanying list identifying trees and shrubs.

Page 16 1983; Planting rehabilitation plan showing trees, shrubs, and flower beds.
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FARRAGUT PARK.

\\\X\ zs'

Py

—
'.-
[72]
=
x
-2
-
N
o
-
(£ =
™o
X
+
[
———————e it
B

EXPLANATION

GAS AIPES, LAMNPS W O

- =t

SO/L DRANS W CLEANSING COOKS w: am owe wm wn o3
STor CoCAS

- -

P, - - e
WRTER AymE s W raSrhERY

w? .3' i
i b Bod by ]

Sugrv,

41"' e ﬁ'ﬂun«.-ﬂ-& ‘)-?G"C

= 9 ’Z/pyé ‘ /3-...4.«“7\;: tacrt. i v 2t
;n P AP z - I . . .
Vs VPPV (;/-m,.f g.,mf /Q‘..,,,, -, SIS

.
by iE,



Farragut Square

HABS No. DC-671 {Page 11)

&

i LI
MW avVd LAOVIEYVI is 4
f

)

HLNOS



Farragut Square
HABS No, DC-671 (Page 12)

FARRAGUT PARK.

¥

Section 1. ! .
i

1,3,5,and 6........ Norw maple ........... -+; Acer platanoides. __.._. Foreign deciduous tr

terrenoans teeceanes n.s.g ................... .| Fraxinus pnbescens... .| Native deciduous tm:l
teremesaaenaas Hone-cb estnut............. Zaculus  hippocasta- | Foreign deciduous tro
nuam.

7.. Yellowwood............... Cladrastis lutes ......__| Native deciduous tree.
.................. Callfornis privet ...........| Ligustrum ovalifolium .| Poreign deciduous shrut

9 10 and12........} Golden bell sbrub .........| Forsythis viridissims ..}~ Do.

R, waceceees] MOCK OTBBEE covevennnnnnnn. Phﬂﬂadelphua coToDa- Do,
Section 2.

1,2,3,and 4........ BOX coeriniiiiienciiaenae Buxus sempervirens ._.; Forelgn evergreen shr
ressesssscne.ensees| ENgllEb yew ........ vesses | TAXUS DaCCALA..... ssevwe| FOTRIET evergreen trev
................... Englisb golden yew,.......| TAXUS baccata aurea. .. Do.

Section 8.

1,2,3, a.nd4........ Acer platanoiden. ..___. Fore deciduous trev
cremesiienans Bnlbburhnd.hndloli; . Dlgn i
teteeseeennan Fruxinua americans ...| Native deciduous troe.
teeresarirasirisins Acer teseseme .

Numbers. Botanicai name, | Designation.' .

Section 3—Cont'd.

................... Weiteash ..................| Fraxinos americana .. .| Native deciduous shrub.
................... California privet ...........|J Ligustrom ovalifolium | Foreign deciduous shrub.
L S, Areccenn Mock OIBDEE . cocvvrennnnenn Phriiladelphna corona-. Po.

us.
Section 4. | .

X eeierereneaene| Red mAPIE Lociiiiiiiiiann Acer rubrum . ..........; Native deciduoustree.

2and4 .o.oaniaens White asb . .coceernrnennn. .| Fraxinug americana . .. Do.
ceeetssessseaneeans| Redmaple ._...... teeesamae Acer rubrum .. Do.

................... Calﬂomm privet...........| Ligustrum ovailfollum ! Foreign deciduous sbrub,

T b-leaved Deutzia ..... Deutzia seabra ... ..... .! Do.

S, (xol en bell shrub.......... Forsythia viridissima _ Do.

Seciion 3. '

teseesassescneannes Americanelm.............. Uimns americans ...... Natlve deciduoustree.

vereara Horse chestnut............. JEscnlushippocastaoum Foreign declduous tree,

8.4 5 6 7,and Boro BOK oo eaernmrannnnanen Buxus sempervirens . ... Foreign evergreen shrub.

- . Enghsh golden yew........ Taxus baccata anres - ..i Foreign evergreen tree.
(| English yew..cvvueiceannn.. Taxus baccata......... o Do.

Section 8. l
semesrerenaeancnes Buckeye horse cbestnnt....| dscnlus flava...z.... .. Native deciduous trec.
and §............| American linden........... Tilia americans ........ Do

................... Sycamore maple............| Acer pseudo-platanus . o Fore.lgn declducus tree,

M ciiieeeaains] Anb-leaved maple...... v.-.| Negundoaceroides .. .. Native deciduouns tree.

R Norway maple ............. Acer platanoides. ...... Forelgn deciduous tree,

English field maple._......

Acer campestris.. I
Ligustrum ¢vsallfolivm .! Fone:gu deciduous shrub.

and 18 ........... Cailfornia privet .. _........

Austrian pine ...c.eoeeeen--- Pinua austrincus .......| Foreigo eve en tree,
Mock OTANEL ..vcemicnnnnan. Philadelphuscoronarius; Foreign deciduons shrub.
Golden bell shrob...... +--| Forgythia viridissima .. Do.

.| Rougb-leaved Deuizia..... Deutziascabra ......... Da.
Variegated Weigeljs .......| Welgelarosea variegata Do.
Japanese p tree ...... Sophora japonlea ......| Foreign decidnous tree.
Horse chestntt.......... Esculusblppocastanum Foreign declduous tree.
Asb-leaved maple.......... ndoe aceroides. . . ..| Native deciduoustree.
Mock orange coicececeicnne. adeiphuscoronan Foreign decid uous shrab.
American elm. ... ccoeanens Ulmus americansa ......| Native deciduous tree.
Japan pagoda tree.......... {:hora japonica .. Foreign deciduous tree.
European linden........... ia enropes .......... Do.
Norway maple oo Acer platanoides ....... Do.
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TREES AND SHRUBS OF FARRAGUT SOUARE

UNPPED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE,
NATIONAL CAPITAL PARKS, WASHINGTON, D. C
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