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HISTORIC AMERTICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

. DR. AUGUSTUS ELIOT HOUSE HABS No. CT-36L
. (Dr. Samuel Eliot House)
Locations 50D Mein Street, 0ld Saybrook, Middlesex County,
Connecticut '
Present Owner: Mr. and'mrs.'Joseph Amas Thompson
Present Occupante: Mr. and Mrs, Thompson

Present Use: Dwelling

Statemant of

— Thia 18th century houae was the original one on this eite
Significance:

gnd has always bean a family residence, The verious ownersa
have had the advantages of above average educetion end
waalth so that the houee has never fallen into serioua
disrepeir, Careful msintenencs end modernizetion through
the yeare have ellowed its residente to live comfortebly
while the house has kept its 18th century cheracter,

PART I, HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical Hietory

l, Dete of erection: c, 1745. For many yeere the house hae been celled
. "~ the Dr, Samuel Eliot Houee, but it ie more likely, according to recent
raeearch thet the construction wes begun under the ownership of hie
brother, Dr. Auguetue Eliot who purchaaad the lend from Samuel Clsrk
in 1745,

_ 24 Architect: None known

3. Drigimal and subsequent ownere:

The Dr. Augustus Eliot House is located at what is now 500 Main Street,

Thie ie on the north eide of the street which during the 18th century
‘wee referrad to ee the Highway or the Road to Saybrook Point, It is
neer the epot which wee once referred to as the Neck Getej e low
point in the road over which eelt weter once ren at high tide and

an eesily defsneible point for 17th century reeidente of Seybrook
Point., The feollowing ere references to this propertys

1745 Deed racorded Merch 5 in 8Book &, page 292, Lend et the Nmsck
Gate is eold by Semuel Clerk to Augustues Eliot,

1749 Probete of Estete, December 4, Volume 4, Guilford, Conn, Probate
‘ records, page 543, Distribution of the estete of Dr., Auguetue
Eliot is made to Mr. Gale, Aaron Eliot, Joeeph Eljot, Nethan
Eliot, Jared Eliot, John Eliot end Gesorge £liot, The probste
inventory listed on pagsa 454, 455 and 456 of the sams volumse
. includea the houee end home lot velusd at & 1037,

1749 Deed recorded March 20 in Volume 7, Saybrook Land Records,
pege 234, Sele of the proparty to Capt. Samuel Lord from
br, Eliot?s heire including 13 ecres with the building, fnnc-s
and appurtnnancoo.
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Oaed recordad Junma 22 in voluma 7, Saybrook Land
Records, page 244, 35ala of the property to Jebez Stow
from Cept. Samyel Lord (Stow was Lord's aon-in-law)
The sala includad 8 acras with building, fence and
appurtanencee, near the Nack, bounded east on
Lord's land indicating Lord kept some of the land
closar to tha Neck.,.

Probate of Estata of Jabez Stow, 5r., October 2, Volume
111, Saybrook Probata Racords, pagee 291, 292, 293 and
294, The dwelling house is mantioned with a value of

& 140, 1/3 is distributed to tha widow, Annah Stou.

Probate of tha estate of Jabaz Stow the Second, January 7,
Volume I1I, Saybrock Probate Recorde, pagas 301,302,303,
2/3 of the dwalling house is mentioned at & 86.

Daad recorded October 30, Volume 13, paga 445, Saybrook
Land Recorde, Annah Stow convaye to her grandson,
Jabez William Newell 3 ecree, for love and affection.

Probata of Estete of Jabez Stow Senior after the deeth

of hie widow, March 7, volume 5, Saybrook Probate

Records, pegae 40,41 and 42, The Widow’a dower ia distributed
to the heire of Jabaz Stow the Second, QOeceeeed (2/3's)

end to Mary Nawell, wifa of Oavid Newall (1/3)

Oead Novambar 13, Voluma 18, Saybrook Land Recorde,
Page 230, Mary Newell for love and affection transfers
all her property te har son Jebaz William Newell,

flaed, April 25, Book 20, Saybrook Land Records, pege 443,
Jabaz Williem Newell =ells for $1000, te John Buehnell
Second, el1 land conveyed to him by his mothar,

Quit Claim Daed, Fabruary 13, Volume II, 0Old Saybrook

Lend Recorde, page 93, John Buehnall for $500, quit=cleims
8 scres with his dwelling house and all other buildinge to
hie childrsn: John F. Bushnell, Richard M, Buehnell,
Charles E, Bushnell, Henry A, Bushnell, Lavinia Buehnell,
Elizabeth Clark, Mary R, Shepherd, Catharine QOannieon and
Nency Bushnell,

Quit Cleim Oeed, Auguet 3, Volume III, 0ld Saybrook Land
Recorde, page 150, B Acres with all buildinge are
traneferred for $5000. to Jehn F, 8uehnell, by hie
brothere and sieterss Lavinia A, Bushnell, Williem J,
Clerk and Elizabeth Clark hie wife, Rufus C, Shephard and
Mary Ann Shepherd hia wife, Rufue Dennison and Catherine
Qennison hie wife ell of 0ld Saybrookg Augustus Buahnell
end Nency M, B8uehnell his wife of Weetbrooks Richerd M,
Bushnell and Henry A, 8ushnell of Santa Rosa County
Florida end Charles E, Bushnell of Lancester Grant

County in Wisconsin, -
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1862 Deed, November 19, Volume III, 0ld Saybreok Land Recorde

page 317, From John F, Bushnell to Richard M, Bushnell
for $55DD, including several pieces of which one is 11
ecres with the homestead,

189D Deed, June 10, Volume 8, 0ld Saybrook Land Records,
page 55D, Sale from Mary Stowe Potter and all heirs
(Fanfiie Sterling Stevens, heirs of Flizabeth Lindsley
Menefese, Catherine Bushnell Kellogg, heirs of Richard
Morton Bushmell, Fre erick Newell 8ushnell, Ralph Gaylor
Bushnell) to Mrs,. Amy Butler of Dorchester, Mase,

1901 Deed, July 8, Volume 9, 0ld Saybrook Land Recorde
page 525, Sale from Amy Butler to Charlotte DulV,
Butterfield and William Butterfield.

1921 Deed September 27, Volume 18, 01d Saybrook Land Records,
page 543 from Charlotte DuV. Butterfield to Amy Butler,

1921 Deed September 27, Volume 23, 0ld Saybrook iLend Records
pege 16, From Amy J, RButler to Edward P, Morris,

1951 Deed, June 21, Yolume 62, 0ld Saybrook Land Recorde,
Page 108, Sale from Ramona Morris, daughter=in-lew and
heir of Fdward P, Morris to Dorothy L. Wyeth.

1952 Deed, Dctober 3, Yolume 63, 81d Saybrook Land Recorde,
pages 290 and 293, Sele from Dorothy L. Wyeth to Robert
Childrese and Nan H. Childress,

1956 Deed, Merch 14, Volume 71, 0ld Saybrook Land Recorde,
page 251, Sele from Robert Childress and Nen H., Childrese
to Harold L. Free and Janet B. Free, The deed statee
that the Studio building is to be removed by the
Grantors,

1965 Deed, April 30, Volume 111, Dld Saybrook Land Records,
page 226 Sale from Janet B. Free to Deborsh 5, Kloter,

1970 Deed, July 17, Volume 138, 0Old Saybrook Lend Recorde,
page 577. Sale of property by Deboreh S, Kloter to
Joseph Ames Thompson and Priscille M, Thompson,

Original plens, construction, etc,: No originel plens exist

but remains of the original structure are sufficient to indicets
that the house wes built to be eimilar to its present formg e
etenderd two~chimney, center hall, 2% story woodsn coloniel houss,
When the house wes built there was e variety of lumber in the
sree end the locel stone pits probebly provided materiel for the
foundatione, Plaster wae used et an early dete incorporating
lime from the abundant shellfieh slong the coast, 3Joiners and
other creftsmen lived in Saybrook end it is reasonable to aesume
thet conetruction wes based on referencss to published builders?
guides and other etructures slong the shoreline,
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5. Alteratione and additidns:

A great deal of work has been done on the Augustus Eliot House during
its lifetime of more than two centuriss, However, most of it

has been in the nature of repairs and replacement of worn=out
materials. Modernization has been done to keesp the house at an
acceptable living standard through various eres without endangering
the basic character. ef the structurse,

The generel appearance of the exterior is wnquestionably 18th
centurye. The present ell on the north is a 20th century addition
although a map of 1874 ehows the house with an ell, The porch on
the east was sedded in the 1950'e and an earlier 20th century photo
shows e one=bay porch theres similar to the one now on the front,
The first floor bathroom and its walls were elsoc edded in the
1950t's, A small window was added on sach side well when bethrooms
wers installed in this century and a large kitchen window replaced
the original one in the 1950%e, The exterior facade has aluaye
had the present symmetrical five-bey arrangement but the present
door and sidelights were probably an early alteration. The
present front porch end sendstone steps ars not originmel and it
cennot be certain when they were added, The electrical wiring

and tongue end groove boarding under the porch roof are 20th
century work, but the sendstone mey have come douwn the Connecticut
River from Portland, Conn, in the early 19th century when it wes a
popular building material,

Many clepboards have been replaced through the years but some
riven ones still remsin and they are probably original. In

1969 louvered blinds had been nailed to the window frames and
the present owners removed these, Pintles from some indefinite
gerlisr date still remain, The originmal exterior color is unknoun,
During the 20th century the house was painted a pele ysllow with
white trim., The present ownere chose the blue color now on the
house as one of several appropriate colors used in mid=18th
century America, This particuler is based on a color used in
Neuport, R.I, With the proper wind that city is only a few
hours from Saybrook by gailing ship, With eesy contact between
the two placee they must have had access to the same materiele,

Dr., Augustus Eliot died in 1747 end his probate inventory included
the following items:

2 thousand boards

1% white pine ditto

1550 of 8 penny neils

1000 of 4 penny ditto

white lead 42 lbe,

20 .ee Spsnish white

)l box of glass

1 gel. oyl (o0il)

The house and home lot ... rufe & boarcds
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The fact that Or. £liot had thesa materials on hend probably
indicatas that the housa had not been completed, ithen tha
property was sold to Captain Lord by the Eliot estata in 1749
the deed did include a building.

We can assume that Jabez Stow, Sr. finished the house after he
purchased the property from his father-in-law, Captain Lord.

When Jabez Stow, Sr, diad in 1785, the widow's share of his
estata included the southwest room and chamber abave it,

and mentions itema in other rooms in such a way as to

indicate that the house had the same ahape then as it does now,

An account book of Jabez Stow, S5r, lists items for which he hasa
made payment, in soma cases apparantly for his son, Jabaz, Jr.

In 1782 e purbhesa of chestnut posta end 10 aquares of gless waa
made, In the same year cesh was paid to Wm, Kirtland and Timothy
Pratt for work on the housa and to purchase 4000 lathe nails,
pine boards, 8 penny nails and laths, In 1783 caah was paid to
Mr. White for mending lath, Since Saybrook was not tha acane of
any Ravolutionary Wer battles the housa would not have been
demaged during tha wer, Shortly after tha war thera waa e pariod
of progsparity with increased commercial shinping and a considarable
amount of dacorative "improvement" appears to heave besn done
around tha and of the 18th cantury, Perhapa that is why the
above purchasas were mada,

In conngction with settling the aatata of Jabaz Stow, Sr, notation
is made of payments by Jabez, Sr, for:

216 squara of sachas at 13, per aguair
30 squairs of glase
9 yindar framas
800 faat of clapboard
5 gte, linseed oil
Bl meala of vittale for joinera
-~ Caah to Capt. Samuel Shipman for work on house
15 1lb, naila
200 3-panny brads
4 1b, white laed
19 1b, Spanish whita
295 ft, pina boards
125 brada
9 ft., pina planks
for certing boards and clapboards

Jabaz Stow, Jr. wea lost at gpea in 1788, three yaars after hise
fathar's daath, UWhan Annah, tha widow of Jabez, Sr, diad in
1808, the proparty ia raferrad to as "improvad by the widouw",
Her daughtar, Mary Stow had marriad Cept. David Newell in 1784
and we know that tha Newall’a livad in the houae, It is
raasonabls to aasuma that thsy wara living thara from tha time
of tha deaths of Jabez, Sr, and Jabaz, Jr,
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All of the above, plus'the fact that the neme Isaac Potts(owner
of the forge at Valley Forge) and the date 1795 appear on the
fire frame in the southeast room indicate that much decorative
work was done at about that tims, This would include woodwork
eround the fireplace openings, dentil work and cornices and

doors and trim, and the fire frame on the first floor. Probably
the archwey over the stairway was added then, too, [iych of the
reproduction h:rdware on these newer doors was installed before a
layer of light blue paint, apparertly in the 1920%s or 30's,

The distribution of Jabez Stow Sr.'s estate after the death of hie
widow refers to the improvement of the kitchen. Saybrook residents
now living recall that the kitchen wae in the ell during the

1920's and that the ell was "guite new" at that time, Indications
of chair rail and baseboard in the present kitchen indicate thet
the room was not originally & kitchen. UWe assume that the kitchen
ell was added by Jebez S5tow, Sr., was later demolished, and was
rebuilt in the early 20th entury as a kitchen and was more
recently turned into its present use s a garage.

A cemant floor was put in the basement eerly in the 20th century
and central hearing, electricity and plumbing were installed,
There is svidence of @ stovepipe above the mantel in the second
floor southwest chamber, this probably being the first modern
heating improvement, The hot water heating system now used
replaced en earlier stgam heating system in the 1940's or 50's,
The chimney flu goes through the fireplace in the northwest room
making it necessery to close that fireplace and the ome in the
originel chamber above it,

A photograph of the house taken in 1938 Jjust after an unusually

bad hurricene, shows a large tree which has fallen into the southeast
corner of the house going through the roof and the upsteirs

southeast chamber, Inside the attie one can see where the roof end
end wall have been replaced, Parts of the southesast chamber

windowe end well have also been replaced.

In the 195Q0's excellent structural work was done, Steel beams
were installed in the basement and all the sills were replaced.
New bathrooms were edded and a bar wes added in 2 closet beside
the fireplace in the northeast room. The northwsst room wes
remodeled into a very modern kitchen with built-in eppliances and
many cupboards,

Some boards have been brought from the attic fleor to replace

floor bozrds on the second floor. The south rooms and hall on

the first floor heve new floors which were instelled by the present
owners, Thesse floors were placed over &n 5ld, very rough sub—
floor, The present owners also removed some of the previously.
built=in kitchen eppliances end 2inoleum flooring which had beln
instelled over what is now the kitchen floor., The paint

colore were chosen by the present owners somewhst arbitrerily, but
there 1s evidence that much of the woodwork wee originelly e dull
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yellowish green which is seen in many early Saybrook housea, A
numbar of diffarent colora had been added cver it, 5Some of the
baseboards were originally dark red or brouwn.

Through the years the walla have been mhitemashad, painted and
covered with wallpaper at different times, An account book wwnad
by the D14 Saybrook Historicel Society shows a charge to Capt.
David Newell in 1795 for whitewashing his rooms,

The transfers of the property indicate that the lot for the house
and the number of auxiliary buildings has varied through the years.
At present there are no outbuildings at all, but a small brown=
shingled structures across the street was once located behind

this house, In the 1950's it was moved across the street end

mada inte a small house, Probeta inventories, deeda and other
papere are available and further caraful study would probsbly
ravaal more facte about the Dr. Augustus Eliot House.

B, Historical Context:

Semuel Eliot and Auguatua Eliet were the physician eona of Jared Eliot,
himeelf a phyeician as well ac large landowner, minister end irsn worke
invester, Hearsey makae Samuel Eliot the buildar of the houce, but tha
Saybrook land recorde show that the lpnd et the Neck Gate weo cenvayed

from Samuel Clark to Augustue Eliot in 1745, A houee was built en the land
batween than end 1749 whon tho eame land waa asld., The land records de

not mention Semuel Eliot, Little ie known of Auguatua or Samuel £liot asids
from their being physiciens and eaide from their having graduated from Yale,
That thay both diod in their twenties affordaed little time for acoompliahment,

" The father, Jaresd Eliot, es mentionod ebove had a varisty of occupations,
He waoc the aon of Joseph Eliot and Mary Wylliye Eliot. Mary Wyllye wes tho
daughter of Govarnor Wyllys of Connecticut., Jared Eliot was tho aub ject
of a book publishod in 1968 entitled Jared Eliot, Doctor, Minioter, Scientist
and hia Connecticut by Dr, Horbart Thome of Stony Crask. A lifelong truatee of
Yela, Jared Elioct wae described by Or, Thoms es Yele'o "firat fund raiser",
For a men of his strong Puritan ties he shooked the traditional Yele
Cengregatianal eupport by asking for Anglioan euppert., He persusaded Biahop
Berkeley, sa an Anglicen church proponsnt to donate books and scholarehip
funda te Yalwe,

Jared Eliot's intorost in Anglicaniom raflected more a philoaophicel wreadth
of viaion them outright reballion, A tolersnce for new idoaa and othar
philosophiss ha would heve inherited from hia grondfatheor, John Elict, John
Eliot came to the Mesasachuaatta Bay Colony in 1631, He latsr became famous
ao the "Apostle to the Indiocna™., Hia moet famoua work wac e trencletian

of the 8iklo inteo Algongquing this required the conatructien of a whelo new
Qremmar,

From tha Eliot family tho housc coms undor the ownarchip ef & line of wse
captainc casentially of tho camoc femily beginning with Jabez Stew in 1749
end ending with its purchase in 1890 by Amy Butler, During the time of the
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ssa captains 0ld Ssybrook prosparsd as 8 port in the expanding ovaresas

trade, Tha location of the town at ths mouth of tha Connacticut River snabled
ita ssa going Captaina to prosper, 0ld Saybrook had a good location for
axpanding trade but it was limitad by shifting aand ahoals at the mouth of

the river, Therefors its sse trsds was limitsd to sailing shipa of modsrets
aize and draft,

Littla ia known of Jebaz Stow's sae vanturas but hs did participate in ths
battle of Fort Trumbull during ths Revolution, He ie listed ss a prisoner
carrisd off by ths 8ritiah in Arnold'e attack on New London, Septambsr 6,
1781, Ouring the Ravolution tha fsmed silvarsmith, £lias Psllatrsau

rantsd rooms from Jabez Stow after ha fled Loyalist Long Ialand, Mary, the
daughter of Jabaz Stow, married David Nawell,a ees captain whosa ectivitiee
ara bsttar documentad. Newell's proaperity ie evidant in account books

and town records, Saveral letters to his family establish his participstian
in Connacticut Rivar Vvalley esa trade prosperity aftsr 1789,

Newell's desth at thas hands of elsvss on his eloop the Syren described by
the Amsrican Consul in the Cspe Vsrde Islanda showe that hs took part in
tha elava trade known by aoma historians as the triamgular trade, Msry
Ann Newsll, hia daughtsr, merried John 8ueshnell rafarred to es Ceptain John
Bushnell in Tully'e account books, Little is known of the Bushnell family
who occupied the house until its sslia to Amy Butler in 1890,

Howsvar, during the 8ushnell occupency 0ld Saybrcook underwent & mejor
trenaforkation which was to permanantly change ite identity. In 1871 the
Vallsy Railroad from Hartford to Fenuwick waa complasted, 0ld Saybrook

Joinad dther towns in the rewfound plessurs of asa bathing es & summer
svocation and paetima. Newport, Rhode Ieland was the beat knewn, Banafactors
of the snormoue profits from axpanding corporationa and financiel insti-
tutions aftar the Civil Wer hed laiaura time for naw plesauras and

tha money for craating them. Fanwick bacama ths focal point of importance
in 0ld Saybrook, Yechting replaced ess tradej plsesure replacad work in ths
eummar, Those who lived outaide Fanwick aithar smulated the Fanwick peopls
or worked for them. A succesaion of ouwnara of meana but without firm roots
in 0ld Saybrook lived in the house after 1890, One charactaristic which
they muat heve hsd in common wae rsapact for ita sntiquity and ths maans

te perpetuste its character, .
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A,

General Statement:

1.

2.

Architectural character: This is an 18th century colonial house,
substantially unchanged since it was built. It is an aesthetically
pleasing example of a two-chimney, center-hall house. 1ts proportions,
style and decorative elements are indicative of its rich and educated
owners.

Condition of fabric: Excellent.

Description of Exterior:

1,

24

3.

4

5.

G

Te

Overall dimenseionst The main house ie approximately 38 ft, wide by

32 ft, deep and the north ell ie approximately 16% ft. by 20 ft, The
frent porch ie 3 ft, by 7 ft. and the sida one ie 1D ft, by 13 ft, It
ie 2% stories high, ell=shaped with a S=-bay fecade on the strset.

Foundations: A low foundation of couraed fieldstone is topped with a
plain wood water table, There is a bulkhead entrance with new stesl
doors to the basement on tha north aidse,

Walls: Clapboards with plain edges, and plain corner boards. Clapboard
replacemsnte hava bgen made as needed through the ysars, but eome very
old onas remsin., The walls are now painted blue,

Structural aystemi; @8raced frame, poat and beam, all wood with the
exception of replacement beama in the basement which are etesl, The
standard post, joist, etc. arrangement is used,

Porches: 0n the east side is a screened=in porch with a door to yard
and a door into the houee., Thia porch was addad in the 1950's, There
is a one-bay entrancs porch on the asouth (front) with brownstone stepe
and floor, Two square columns (new or replacement) support a ona story
gable roef which projecte frem the front of the building ae far as tha
top etep, The tope of the columns, the cornice under the porch roof and
ite gable end are trimmed with dentile. The front porch is painted
white,

Chimneys: Two interior chimneys with corbeled cape extend through ths
roof ridge. They ars brick and ers painted white with black trim,

Openings:

a. QOoorways and doocre: The main sntrance ie the center bey on ths aouth
sida, The wooden door has four panels sach of which ia eurrounded by a
mouldipg., It alec has a now brase knocker and a large sarlier iroen
door handle with decorative cusps., Above the door ie a wooden imitation
of a fanlight., Four eidelighte with a wooden pansl et ths bottom flank
the eides of the doorway. A pilaeter is outeide the sidslights ams if
to msche the columns which hold up the tfront part of the poreh roof, The
threehold ie one step above the porch fleor and the trim eurrounding
the opening ehows avidsncs of hingee uasd for sanother door. Ths door
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from the side porch end its hardwars is similar to the front deoar and

ia surrounded by plain trims Tha deoor from the outside to tha kitchen
on the west eide is modern with nine lights in the top half, The door
to the ell is e sliding garags door. Aluminium storm/ecreen doore have
begen added ovar the porch and kitchsn doarse,

Windows: All windows have & plein exterior trim and the sill projects
only slightly., Mast windows in the main house have 12 ever 12 lights

and doubla hung sash, Exceptions ars the kitchsn, bethream, upstaire hall
end attics The mors modern windows in the e#ll heve 6 ovar 12 lighte in
double hung seeh, Some ald glase etill remeine in the main housa, All
windows are now covered with aluminium freme storm/screen windows

peinted blue tc match the house walls,

Shape, covering: The main house has a gable roof with a stgep
piteh. The front porch has a gable roof, the side porch a hip
roof and the ell a gambrel roof. All are wood-shingled.

Cornice: A rather simple cyma-reversa moulding over a plain
narrow frieze forms the main cornice and cornice returns. It also
follows the line of the gables and is closely Imitated by the
more modern moulding on the ell. Metal gutters and drainpipes
run along the front cornice and the back of the ell.

Description of Interior:

l, Floor plans:

a.

First Fleors Tha mein house has a csntrsl hall floor plan with twe
rooms on esach sida. The central hell is entered from the south fecads
of the houaa and now extends only ae far zs the scuth wall af the
northeaet room making thet room larger then the others., Storags
cleosats fill the spacee to the east and west of each chimney. A powdar
room hae racantly been added to the center of ths north side of the
houee., The first fleor of the ell on the north is an unfinished gerege,
The staps to the basement ere located where the sll joins the main house,
The south rooms end the northwest room sre approximstely 15 ft, by

15 ft., the hell is 7 ft, by 20 ft, end the naortheast rcom &s 21 ft, by
15 ft, plus chimney spacee and closets, The stairs ascend in the '
center hall from aouth te north.

Second floor: The sscond floor plan was once probebly almost like the
first floor, The mein houae now haa two chambere on the south side end
ane on tha northeaet cerner. UWhat would have been the northwest chamber
has been rsmodeled into two bethroome end e closst. Ancther bath hes
besn inetalled to the sest of the sast chimney with eccess from the
aogutheaet chamber, Tha south part of the central hall was be cloeed off
from the north part of the hall and is now a separate room. Closets fill -
spaces beside the chimnays, Tha steirs to ths sttic are directly ovsr - . : .
tha stairs from the firet floor to the second floor and access to them . ..
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ie gained through a door in the north hell, Directly avar the basement

staira, another stsirway geee betwaen the first and ascond floors.
The ell contains a bedroom, bathroom and c¢loset.

Stairweys: The single flight eteirway from the first to the second

floor ie enclosed, except for the bottom three apen steps which have e
closed string, handrail and turned balusters. The large turned newel
poet is probably 19th century, Panelled pilestere rise ageinet the
etairuell wells, perpendicular to the tread of tha fourth step, They ere
connected overhead by a wooden zrchwey which frames the cloaed portion
of the etairwell, The plaster weork .overheed beside the woeden archway

imitatee ona half of a groined vault, There ere thirteen risere snd
a emall meulding under the nosing on each step. A wooden handrail
aupported by 24 plein baluetere and a small newell runs along the
floar et the top of the well encloeing the etairs,

The etairs from the seccnd floor to the attic are encloaed and ecceee
to tham ie through e doer in the north hall on the eecond floer. They
ere directly aover the firet floor steirway., However, there ere four
windera et the bottom, six steps to a lending and two more stepe to
the tope.

A very steep, fully enclosed single flight stairway in the ell runa
outside the north wall of the kitchen to the ell bedroom, Directly
beneath this is the very aimple, open stairway to the basement. Both of
these stairweys are

Floeringt Seversel typee of flooring are now in the houae aa repaira

have been neceesary aa floors wore out over the yeara, 0On the firat

floor south rooms the preaent ownere have inetalled new, 12 inch wide pine
boarde with repraduction rose=headed naila, Under thia there is etill s
rough aub~flooring of thick boerds which is quite old, but wauld never
have been used for the finished floors., The northeaat room has narrow
hardwoed fleoring probebly installed earlier in the 20th century. Inm

the kitchen the preeent ownare have remaved a lineleum flooring to

raveel the preaent floor; e alightly rough, hardwood boards about 4 inches
wide, Freom the basement the firat floor joists are cleerly visible,

On the second floor most of the roome in the main house have pine floor
boards ranging in width from 6 in, te 15 in,., held in place with aquare-
headed and roee-headad naile, They all show svidence of having baen
painted grey et an earlier time although they are now finished with oil
end varniah, Some of the boards are replacements which have been brought
from the ettie, including a clearly defined aguare in the center of the
southwest chamber. There are floora of narrow hardwocd boards in esome
of the closets and in the ell end carpeting and lineoleum in the bathroome,
On tha second floor there are eeveral differsnt types of thresholde end
the floora are at several different lavels, Detailed etudy by experts
will certainly reveal exactly when the floors wers replaced @8 well ea
other facts ebout their conatrucktion. In the northeast chember apacese
between the boarda make it poaeible to eee with a flashlight, the floor
joiets and the ceiling plaster on the room below,
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There ars still meny originsl floorboards in the sttic along with a
numbsr of new boarda,

)

wsll and ceiling finish: Most of the walls ers now paintsd white and

on many walls the paint nhaa besn applied over wasllpaper. Is fer es
known, all of the walls were originally plaster and.a grgat deel of
original plaster still remeine, Removel of amall pieces of plastsr
the prassnt owners has ravealad hand cut lath in many walls, whera
have bsen sdded to make bethrooms and closets, modern construction

metheds have been uaed,.

Original or very aerly plaster ceilings remsin in a number of rooms
modarn plastarboard and/or & thin cost of naw pleater has besn used
the south rooms on the second floor and the aoutheast and northsaat

rooms on the first floor,

Cpenings:

is
ths

by
walls

but
in

a. [Doorweys snd doers: Moet aof the doors on the first floor have six panele
in thres tiers and the ovarall measurements are sepproximately & ft, 10 in,
by 32 in, All of these doors are pegged, mortiss snd tsnon construction,
about 1 in. thick, Placement and proportion of pansls are asimilsr te
those suggested on page 78 of Asher Bsnjemin's Americsn 8uilders

Companion, A very small mould seurrounds aach panel on the room side of
the doors, with a plein mouldad pensl projscting on the other side, On

some of the doors the pansl ie thin end flet and surroundsd by

a mould

on both sides, Removal of e small ssction of this moulding has revealed
that it ia atteched with old finishing nails about 1 in, long which ars

invieibla on tha surfacs of tha finished door,

On tha sacond floor the door from the south hall to the southwsest

chember is elso of this type,

Most of the othar doora on tha second floor ere severel inches amallsr thsn
those on ths first floor and appsar to be older, Thess old doors for the
most part have five mouldsd penels jin thres tiers (2 vertical on top,

1 horizontal nesr ths middle and 2 vertical on ths bottom) end ere
peggsd, mortise and tenon construction, Some modern reproduction doors
have been instelled on new bathrooms and closeta, topying ths pansl

arrangement,

All doorwsys have architreve trim, but not of ths same sizes and designa,
‘Ganerelly, ths first floor doorways sre more slaborats then thoss en the
second floor. Whars new doorways havs besn sddsd, tha trim epproximately
copiee the old trim rsmeining in the room, but its newness is gansrally

obvious,
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b, Windows: Most of tha windows in tha house are doubla hung sseh with
12 over 12 lights, approximataly 6% in, by 8% ip,, with soma old panes,
Tha top ssah ie stationary whila tha lowsr sash alides up and down and can
be held at differant haightse by e spring catch on tha jamb, Sash cornare
are pagged, mortise and tanon. Muntina vary slightly in diffarent
roeme = somg are plain and eoms moulded, Tha basic window arrengemant
is that which ie typical in an 1Bth cantury two—-chimnay housa and the
new windowa ara quita obvious: bathrooms, kitchen, all, atc,

In tha main house tha sacond floer windows all hava a gimilar architrave
trim, narrov 8ill and simple moulded apromn, An awkwsrd wooden cornicse
vhich wag mads in the 1960's stlll ramains at tha tops of goma of the
windows, On the firet floor tha architrave trim 4ia mora elaborate asnd
tha top of the chair reil or wainscot forms tha =1ll,

6. Decorative features and trim (room by room):

ee Entrance Hell on the First floor: Delicately carved 1 in,
modillion brackats rast on tha bed moulding of & woodan cornics
which surrounde tha room., This cornice which tops all axcspt the
moin doorway well expressea tha charactar of the houss, The builder
and joinar have craatad an aeethatically plassing room which welcomee
the antering visitor teo thie spacious and comfortable house. Entaring
from the front door ona faces the stsira and doorway to the northesst
room whila looking into the aouthwest rcom on the left and the eouthesst
room on tha right, so that almost the entira first flecor is immadiately
vieible, and opan to viaw,

A skirting board toppad with & bese mould goas around the floor
and up the stalrwall, All woodwork ia now paintad a dull graen and
tha welle ara whita,.

e The northeast room en tha first floer: This room is entered from the
entrance hall, On tha south wall is e fireplacs which has a
ractangular opaning freamed by Doric columne Supporting a friaze with
12 carved triglyphe., Above the friazas is a cornice which also
forms the mantel shaelf, A panellad wainscot is on all walls end ie
31 in, from the floor in aoma places and 26 in, from the floor in
other places, Tha differant haights of wainscot, some flat placae and
othar irragularitise make it appaar to ba at lsast partially a latar
addition, Ona possibility is that tha weatern portiomn of tha room wae
once & continuation of tha cantar hallway. A moulded cornice is
on tha entira south wall abova the firaplacs, A doorway on tha esst
wgll leads onto ths porch. The woodwork ie now painted & dull grasn
and tha walls hava baan covered with & nautral beiga wallpapser,

Ce Ths southwast room on tha first floor: It ig to the left of the entrance
hall when ona entars the housa, Tha firaplacg is locatad on tha
north well, The opaning is framed with plain pagged boards over _
vhich have baen placed two round flutad pilaatars eupporting e plain
frieze. The simply mouldad mantsl shelf has dantile underneath it.
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The composition of the fireplace is such that it draws attention
upward to the wooden cornice which is the most etriking decorative
feature in the room, It projecta about 4 ine. from tha wall and

about § in, down from tha ceiling and extande elong the north well,
Curved brackets, 1% in, wide rest on the ted mould and curl outward
to asupport the upper part of tha cornice, An open speca batween the
back of the brackete and the solid jart of the cornics creates e light,
airy fealing, A similar bracket and cornice is shown in figura 0,
psge 26 of Asher Benjamin's American Builder's Companion. It is
interesting to nota that the cornica in the Elict Houae doea not
follow Banjamin'e suggestions for proportion nor hie recommendation
that this motif be used for an aave cornice, but ia naverthelesa very
succmssful,

There is a metal loop for holding a crane insida the firsplace and
the probate inventory of Jahez 5tow, Sr., in 1787 mentione a crene
in the west room, with s weight of 3 lbe,

A chair reil surrounds the room, forming the sill and apron under
the windowa. It is mouldad, about 34 in. wide and the top ia 31 in,
from ths floor. A akirting board is at tha bottom of ell walla,
projects abrcut 1 in. from tha plaster walls and ie topped by 8 hase
mould about 2sim. high., Corner poste covered with beaded boarde
aextand into the south corners of the room. All woodwork is now
painted a dark, bright blue and the walls ara white,

The southeast room on the first floor: It is entered by a doorway
ecroas £ha hallwsy from the door to tha southwest room end is ite

squal in size snd placement of faaturas. The chair reil and bass=
board acho thoee in the eouthwest room, Uoodsn bookcases and cupboards
grs mid=20th century additions covering the waat wall., A mouldsd
cornice without dentila or bracketa ia et the top of all walla and

waa moved forward tao trim the bookehalvas when they were added, In

the southaeat cornar ie the corner post cased in beaded boards.

The firaplace on the north wall has e rectanguler opening framed By
aimple moulded pilastere without entesis, above which ia e frieze
with @ central panel outlined by a thin moulding. Tha cornice forms
the mantel shelf and just balow it runa & moulding which appeera te
bs made up of short piscas of vertically placed reesding. Insids the
opening is a black cast iron fire frame with a sami-circular hearth,
It ia framed with readed and fluted pilasters on e plinth decorated
with @ eunburst. Eest pilaster is topped with a Roman lamp., The
frieze ia between the pilasters, not on top of them. It is decoratad
with floral end urn motifs and in the center ie ceet: "Isaaec Potts,
1795",

laaac Potte owned the forge at Valley Forge, Penneylvenie and in 1795
Captein David Newell, who livad in tha house was engagad in coaatel
end atlantic trede., Corrsspondenca with the Pottstown Historical
Sociaty and Valley forge indicates that thare ia no other fire frams
exactly lika thia one, It ia slso poeaibla that this fire frams may
heve bean mads at Ieaec Potts! furnaca in New Jareey, which he
atarted in 1793 and callad Martha'a Furnace,

The woodwork ie now painted a deep blue and the walla ere whita;
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The north hall on the second floor: Tt is entered from the main stairway.
A skirting board topped with & bass mould ia idantical toc that in the
first floor antrance hall and along the stairwell. A corner post in

the northwast cornar is covared with baaded hoarde, Tha small
trisnguler piace of wall which snclosas tha ataire to tha sttic

is moulded wood psenelling conforming to the slope of the staire, from
inaida the steirwell the back of tha panalling can bs asen 88 wsll

es the chamfarad corner post and wide plsnking. All woodwork 1s now
paintad gold.

The south hall on ths second floor: It has a basebcard on the nerth, south,
and eest walle which is plain with a bsad on top. 0On the west wsll

it is mora modarn with a flat, aquars top, The antire west wall

sppsars to be sn additien becauee narrow tongua and groove wvertical
boarding still showe sround tha doorway to tha wsst badrcom. The

corner post in the southweat corner is flsrad and covared with

basded boarda,

The southwest chambar onm the eacond floor: It has a simple baseboard with
pleeter work brought to the top of it., Corner poste in tha

southasat and southwest corners ere flarad and covared with basdsd
boerda, The firsplace on the north wall, in e projscting chimney

breast hse a ractsngulsr opening, It is surrounded by plain paggad
boards over which 8 simple srchitrave trim has bsen added., A four

inch mantel shalf tops e simple cornica and plain friaze, About

30 in, abova the mantal is avidence of a plata covaring e hole

formerly usad for e stove pipe, All woodwork is now paintad light

blua,

The scuthasat chambar on the second floor: It has a wooden baseboard at
the bottom of all walls and two cormper posts in the south cornare

which are coverad with besded boerds, Tha fireplace on tha north wall
has a rectenguler cpaning with a simple architrave trim. The

frieze which is flush with tha wall is decorated with a series of

fiva flutes esch, undsrnaath a simpla mantal shelf, All woodwork is
paintsd an olive gresn and tha walle ara paparad,

The northesst chamber. or the segond floor: This has been changed to
accommodate a bathroom and the fireplace has been walled in. Corner
posts in the north corners are extremely flared and covered with beaded
boards. All woodwork 1is painted a deep blue.

Other rooms (kitchan, all, bethrooms): They are more modern or have been
modernized and are not deacribed hare in detail, All of these rooms

do contsin remnants, such ae the small piacs of ¢hair rail and

skirting board in the kitchan, which eubatantiats tha basic fabrie

of the structura,

Attic: It is the full size of the main house and is extremely interesting
bscausas ths whole structure of ths houee is evident here, Along

the stairs to tha attic one can sea & larga gunsteck post and

wide plenks, Many old floorboards end rsefters remsin, The rafters
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are numbered with Roman numerals and pegged to tha like numbered bsam.
Some old planking rsmsins on the roef and end welle, The tope of

the chimnsys here are brick and they ars chamfasred slightly to go
through the csntsr of the gable, There is a firsplacs on the wset
eide of the east chimney., An opsn stairway withotit riseres aecends

to the roof beeide ths sast chimnsy, to the spet where thers wee
originally a trap deer, New work en the southeast side is that which
wes done te repair damage from the 1938 hurricane,

Besement; There ia a cement floored bsaement under the sntire main
house and the praesnt sill beams wers instelled in the 1950'e, The
stoneswork areund the walle ie old. There srs two etona foundstione
for the chimnsye, the one on the west having been filled in te
accommodate the furnaca flu, The cradlee aupporting the hearthe

on the aouth sides of each chimney are still thera, but thoss

on the narth eides have bsen replaced, All the stons work has bsen
respaired recently end there are many new floor joists and beams,
including nsw aupporting beems of steel,

Notabls hardware: All interior doors are now fitted with iron HL

hingee and cast iron Suffolk latchss with heart cusp. Nsarly all are
20th century rsproductione except for some hinges on the second floor on
which leathsr washere ars still in place (northeaet chsmbsr, north bsth
and south hell), All old doors havs shadows of previocusly installed
herdwars. Rsmoval of one of the preeent HL hinges from a first floor
door rsvealsd indications of an earlier butt hinge, The butt hinge and
door knob would have been mors appropriate to the firet floor doors

if we are correct in our eesumpticn that they wers installed in the lete
18th or ssrly 19th century, :

Nails ers the most interssting hardware fssture nmow sxisting in the
hoyes. Examplee of many typse still exist, An old hand-wrought neil
ebout 2 inchee long was removed from an sxterior clapboard which in
eccordanes with Kelly's book sstablishes the 1Bth csntury origin of some
of the clapboards, Finishing nails are mentionsd abova in connection
with doore end throughout the house, many naile sre evident and sasily
rsmovekle for further study,

Mechanical equipment:

a.

Heating: There are six remaining fireplaces in the house,
including the one in the attiec and three more have been covered
with new walls. A1l the fireplaces which are open are in good
working order and those on the first floor have been fitted with
dampers. The one in the first floor southeast room has a fire
frame in it, but all the others have brick backs, stone linte
sides and hearths. Measurements of the rooms, the fireplaces,
the base of the chimneys and the sttic sSections of the '
chimneys indicate that there are no radically different fire-
Places or large ovens under the present ones.
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Radiators and hot water heater were installed in the 1950's.

. Plumbing: Two bathtubs with claw and ball feet and two wall
hung sinks with large porcelain splashboards are of mild interest
as bathroom fixtures.

Site:

l. General setting and orientation: The house occupies a site at what
is now designated 500 Main Street. This is also (onnecticut State Route
15L. The house is on the north side of the street and faces it. The
property has about 200 feet of frontage on the street, the house is
approximately in the center and is set back about 40 feet., The part
of the site which is high land is nearly level and 1s a square lot of
about one acre. From the back of the high land ancther acre of tidal
marsh extends from the back of the lawn to the North Cove, a part of the
Connecticut River. The marsh is a pie-shaped piece. The total property
now belonging to the house is siightly more than two acres and through
the years the house lot has varied from 13 to 2 acres.

At the present time there is a high hedge between the house and the
street and shubbery and trees separate it from the houses on either
side, Most of the high land is lawn with scattered flower gardens and
small trees. To the northeast of the house there is a stone well
without a cover and a flat piece of brownstone said to be a grave.

Tt seems unlikely that a grave would have been placed next to the
water supply but there is some brickwork underground which should be
investigated further.

The early land records indicate that there were barns, gardens and an
orchard on the property and even as late as the 20th century there
have been grape arbors, rose gardens and other types of gardens.
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Maps:
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1859, published by H. and C.T. Smith and Company, New York
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Interviews:
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Miss Ethel Day, Mr. J. Whittier Anderson, and Mrs. Alice Beebe
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Early Views:

A number of 0ld photographs and postcards have bheen given to the present
owners of the house., Additional pictures are in the files of the 0Ld Saybrook
Historical Society, but none are earlier than about 1915. The Society’'s
address is 350 Main Street, 014 Saybrook, Connecticut.
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