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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

 

FOUR MILE HISTORIC PARK  
The Bee House, Denver Colorado 

HABS No. CO-228-A 

 

 

Location:  Four Mile Historic Park, 715 S. Forest St., Denver, Colorado 

 

 

Significance:  The Four Mile Historic Park in Denver Colorado is a living history museum 

housing the oldest standing structure in Denver, the Four Mile House (HABS No. CO - 36 - C -2), 

as well as other historically and architecturally relevant buildings.  One of those buildings, the 

Bee House, serves as a reminder of both the entrepreneurship and ingenuity of early female 

Colorado pioneers and, due to its juxtaposition with the other historic buildings on the site, it 

demonstrates the change in architectural styles over time. 

 

 

Description:  The current Bee House was reconstructed in the same location as the original 1866 

building, about 70 feet northwest of the Four Mile House.  The exterior of the 1 ½ story, 

rectangular, wood framed building is an accurate reproduction of the original, and includes wood 

siding, a wood shingle gable roof, and a brick chimney.  The interior of the Bee House, however, 

was designed for the new and changing needs of the historic park (1980). 

 

 

History:   Originally built in 1866 by Levi Booth as a dwelling for both the Booth family and for 

their farmhands, the structure known as the Bee House was converted in the late 1800s into 

production space and storage for Millie Booth’s beekeeping operation. 

 

After Millie’s death, the Bee House was again used for dwelling, this time as a rental property.  

However, in 1939 the original structure was destroyed by fire.  Today’s Bee House was 

reconstructed in 1980 by architect Edward D. White Jr., based on family photographs and 

archeological evidence.  The new building currently houses educational and storage spaces for 

the historic park. 

     

 

Sources:    

  Nelson, Sarah M. Denver; an Archaeological History. Boulder: University Press  

   of Colorado, 2008. 

  Peters, Bette D. Denver’s Four Mile House. Denver: Golden Bell Press, 1980. 

  Working, Gertrude B. Notes. July 1970. 

  Working, Dr. Holbrook. Letter. 25 May 1975. 

 

 

Historians:  Geoffry Lee, Jo Richardson, and Ryan Szarowicz, University of Colorado Denver, 2014 
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