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This building, constructed in 1944, was part of the 
expansion of Fitzsimons which occurred during World War II. 
The building was originally utilized as a Women's Army 
Corps mess hall. The building is associated with the 
development of the Women's Army Corps, an organization of 
volunteers who performed many noncombat duties. The style 
of the building is typical of World War II construction at 
the post. The gabled roof, six-over-six double-hung 
windows with brick sills, and gable entrance bay are 
representative details of that period. The building 
retains a high degree of integrity. 

This one-story, concrete and brick, south-facing, 
ectangular building rests on a concrete foundation and 
measures 2,711 square feet. Its walls are stuccoed. The 
front-gable roof is covered with metal roofing. 
Fenestration consists of six-over-six double-hung windows 
with brick sills. The south and east facades have central 
gabled, enclosed, projecting entrance bays with modern 
doors. Another entrance on the north facade has a modern 
door as well. 

This building was constructed in 1944, as part of the 
expansion of Fitzsimons during World Var II. The building 
was utilized as a W.A.C. Mess Hall, designed with a 
capacity for 176 and was identified as Building No. 502. 
The womens' mess hall differed from the mens' in that it 
had unattached benches or stools at tables and was often 
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brightly decorated by the women. Vl.A.C. mess halls were 
intended to take on the function as a center for family 
life, visiting, and entertainment. 

The Womens' Army Auxiliary Corps (W.A.A.C.) was authorized 
by Congress on May 15, 1942 to relieve the manpower 
shortage in the Armed Forces. Originally given auxiliary 
status, in 1943, women were authorized as full-fledged 
members of the Army and the branch became known as the 
Womens' Army Corps (W.A.C.). The women who composed the 
W.A.C. were volunteers who performed a variety of noncombat 
functions. During World War II, the peak of strength for 
the group reached approximately 100,000 women. The Surgeon 
General called for a large number of W.A.C. volunteers in 
1944 when labor shortages in the Medical Department of the 
Army became critical. By the end of the war, 20 percent of 
W.A.C.s were medical personnel and over half the students 
at enlisted technicians' schools, such as the one at 
Fitzsimons, were W.A.C.s. 

The building has had minor 
construction. The entrances 
modern, metal doors. A small 
to the east facade near 
Currently the building is 
Facilities Engineering. 

alterations to it since its 
have all been replaced with 
shed-roofed addition was made 
the enclosed entrance bay. 

used for the Directorate of 

Cultural Resources Study: Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 
Final Submittal, 15 August 1991, prepared by Front Range 
Research Associates, Inc., Denver 

"Real Property Record-Buildings and Structures" 
(June 10, 1946) 

This building will be demolished to clear the site for two 
Military Construction, Army (MCA) projects. The first MCA 
project is the Central Energy Plant, which is needed to 
support the second MCA project, the New Hospital project. 

Greenhorne & O'Mara, Inc. 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 
Documentation prepared January 1995. 


	1116_001
	1118_001

