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THE CITY AND COUNTY BUILDING OF DENVER, COLORADO
Allied Architects Association of Denver, Architects
1924-1934
Section I

This outstanding building is located, in Denver's nationally renowned Civic Center, between West Coifax Avenue on the north and
Fourteenth Avenue on the south.

Cherokee Street runs on the west

and Bannock Street on the east.

It faces east on the main axes of

the Denver Civic Center looking toward the State Capitol of Colorado
which, in turn, faces west.

(See Photographs of the Site Plan and

the Model of the Denver Civic Center.)

The present owner is the City and County of Denver and it is still
used as it was planned — some fifty years ago.

The structured sig-

nificance is and has remained the same over the years.

The building

is the western terminus of the main axis of the Civic Center of
which the State Capitol of Colorado is the eastern terminus.

The

City and County of Denver owns the property west of Broadway and the
State of Colorado owns the property east of Broadway.
are some five blocks apart.

The buildings

(Descriptive material of the Building

and Civic Center are included herewith.)
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I

Historic Information

The City and County of Denver signed the Architectural Contract with
the Allied Architects Association of Denver on December 3, 1924.

The

preliminary building drawings and their relationship to the Civic
Center received Denver Council and the Mayor's approval on June 30,
1925.

The City Council and the Mayor gave final approval of working

drawings and documents on

The estimated cost

had been set at $5,000,000.00.

Bids were first received on October

29, 1926 for a total of some $4,303,955.00, but these bids were finally rejected because of Bid Bond problems.

(Note--The site for

the building, a whole city block, had been purchased in 1911 for
$1,800,000.00 and the buildings Dn the site later razed.)

A second

Bid Opening after certain revisions in the Building Documents brought
only two bidders.
number of Bidders.

These too were rejected for a lack of sufficient
Much "water was passing under the bridge", so

to speak, in 1927 and 1928.

Finally on December 31, 1928 bids were

again received and on March 12, 1929, the Contracts were awarded and
signed in the amount of $4,730,547,00.

The official Ground Breaking

Ceremony took place on March 26, 1929 with Mayor Benjamin F. Stapleton turning the first shovel of dirt.

A "Great Day" was had by all.

The actual excavation started on April 6, 1929.

The Corner Stone was laid on the northeast corner, first floor, of
the building on February 21, 1931, "Laid by the Most Worshipful
40

Grand Lodge AF§AM of Colorado", and the official dedication: took >:'-yr:'..
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place late in 1932 or early in 1933, date unknown.

The Allied Architects Association of Denver goal was:
"To advance the art of architecture and by professional
cooperation and collaboration to secure for and to provide the City and County of Denver with the highest and
best expression of the profession of architecture, in
design and construction of Denver's New Municipal Building and to so act in response to a professional and public duty is the paramount purpose which led to the formation of the Allied Architects Association of Denver in
June of 1923."

Quote from minutes of the Association.

The total membership of the original group was thirty-nine (later
the number was 40.)

Every licensed architect of the Colorado Chap-

ter (now the Colorad'o Society) of the American Institute of Architects residing in Denver was a member.
K. Fuller, President;

The officers were:

William E. Fisher, First Vice President;

William N. Bowman, Second Vice President;
Treasurer;

Robert

George H. Williamson,

and T. Robert Wieger, Secretary.

These five men plus

two directors, at large, Fred E. Montjoy and Merrill H. Hoyt formed
the Board of Directors of the A.A.A.

(For the Building and the Civic Center drawings and plans, newspaper
articles, and other material see the various enclosures.)
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The General Contractors base bid was:
Varnum-Bate,
Plumbing

Denver, Colorado
•'

$ 4,224,412.97
$

57,342.86

Lighting (Electrical)

$

82,621.53

Heating

$

285,080.25

Total Building Contracts
Furnishings and Equipment, etc.
Grand Total

$ 4,649,457.61
$

81,089.59

$ 4,730,547.00

The original plans and construction documents, titles, etc. are in
the office of the Denver Building Department, the office of the
Denver Planning Department, the office of the Clerk and Recorder,
and office of the Treasurer, etc.
#

The exterior appearance of the building today is the same as originally designed.

The interior office spaces have been remodeled in

excellent manner to increase the number of court rooms needed today.
Major circulation corridors, hallways, stairways, elevators are intact as originally designed.

PART

II - Architectural Information

To quote - "Denver is to have one of the most beautiful municipal
buildings in the country, according to commendations given by noted
American Architects to drawings and models of the proposed structure,
prepared by the Allied Architects Association,"
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The model aroused
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considerable admiration at the annual exhibition of the Architectural League of New York in 1925-1926.

--and from the minutes of

the Annual meeting of the A.A.A. held on January 26, 1926:

"The

President presented letters in commendation of the design for the
new Municipal Building received from Mr, D, E. Wade, President of
the American Institute of Architects and also from the office of
McKim, Mead and White, Architects of New York City."

The City and County Building of Denver is some 435 feet long and
some 273 feet wide enclosing some 409,140 square feet of useable
space.

It is basically a four-story building designed in a modified

classical style (Roman) to fit into and compliment the other buildings in the Denver Civic Center,
•

The first floor exterior is granite

coming from the quarries south of Denver in the South Platte River
region,

(Known as Cotopaxi Granite.)

Since many of the quarries in

Colorado were shattered when the Rocky Mountains were thrust-up, the
upper three stories were built of Indiana Limestone. The structure
is a steel frame encased in concrete.

The steam heating plant is

located in the block south of the City and County Building and piped
through a tunnel to the building.

Many of the offices and court-

rooms are now air conditioned by lowering the high ceilings or by
other methods if possible.

"The interior is finished in a variety of fine stones.

The walls of

the main entry lobby, corridors, stairwaysr etc. are of Colorado
4h

Travertine.

The eight travertine columns between the Main Corridor
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and Main Lobby are claimed to be the tallest travertine monolithic
columns in the world.

Colorado Yule Marble is used on all the

counter tops of the public offices and in all the main restrooms.
(The Lincoln Memorial and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Washington, D.C. are built of Colorado Yule Marble.)

The terrazzo floor

borders and the stair treads are a pink Tennessee marble.

The court-

rooms are trimmed in Travernelle-Clair stone from Italy and the main
entrances to the offices are of Roseal Tennessee marble.

Also used

was pearl and gray Vermont marble for the baseboards in the various
courtrooms and offices, black and gold marble from Italy for the
main corridors baseboard borders and Italian Boticinni marble for the
main entry vestibule and drinking fountain niches.'1
"The twenty-six foot high by thirteen foot wide bronze doors cast for
#

the Main Entrance are said to be the largest in the world."
"The clock in the tower still chimes the hour, the half hour, and the
quarter hour from the 10 bell Westminster carillon.
weighs some 5,000 pounds.

The largest bell

These chimes were donated by the late Mrs*

Kate Speer in memory of the man who was the early driving force behind
the later realization of Denver's Civic Center, her husband, Mayor
Robert W. Speer" to quote from David Kent Ballast's Denver's Civic
Center - A Walking Tour.

PART III - Sources of Information

Much information is available on this outstanding building at the
4p

City and County Building, the Western. History Department of Denver's
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Public Library, the Colorado State Historic Society, and the private
collection of Fuller Fuller § Associates, Architects-Planners.

All

enclosed material with this submittal carry their own acknowledgements and credits.

This final draft prepared

With the most able assistance of-Sh,ari Sloan, Administrative Assistant
to Mayor W. H, McNichols, Jr.

Fuller Fuller § Associates

and the helpful assistance of-Eric R. Howard, Department of General
Services, City and County of Denver,
Colorado.
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