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DOUGLAS MISSILE TEST FACILITY, BETA TEST COMPLEX
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Note: Photographs HAER CA-2310-B-1 through HAER CA-2310-B-4 are reproduced from 4"
x 5" copy negatives from PHOTOGRAPHS, INTERIM REPORT, Appendix VII of Douglas
Report SM-37547, 3 February 1967 as obtained with permission from Alan Lawrie, Hitchin
Herts, UK.
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Robert A. Hicks, photographer, March 2013

CA-2310-B-1 Aerial view of Test Stand Beta III showing damage from
catastrophic explosion of Saturn S-IVB-503 third stage on 20
January 1967. Note complex layout indicating location of
spherical liquid oxygen (smaller tank) and liquid hydrogen
tanks, shop building, warehouse (in left foreground) and steel
superstructure of Test Stand III; view to northeast

CA-2310-B-2 Aerial view of Test Stand Beta III. Note explosion damage to
roof of shop building in left foreground and the observation
bunker in distance on left; view to north

CA-2310-B-3 Northeast facade of Test Stand Beta III. Note towering steel
superstructure topped with crane and flame deflector housed
within the concrete base structure; view to west-southwest

CA-2310-B-4 Northeast facade of Test Stand Beta III overlooking flame
deflector retention pond. Note TV camera tower on left as well
as damage to the test stand and debris from catastrophic
explosion of 3 February 1967; view to southwest
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CA-2310-B-5 Southwest elevation of Terminal Building and Test Stand No.
III; view to northeast

CA-2310-B-6 Southwest elevation of Test Stand No. III. This is the concrete
base upon which the steel superstructure was constructed. Note
location of the three thrust deflector buttresses; view to north-
northeast

CA-2310-B-7 Quartering view of the southwest elevation of the Terminal
Building and Test Stand No. III and southeast elevation of Test
Stand No. III. Note demolition rubble piles at both ends of the
structures; view to northwest

CA-2310-B-8 Northeast elevation of Test Stand No. III and Terminal Building
on right side of photograph. Note location of exterior staircase
and thrust deflector buttress; view to south

CA-2310-B-9 Oblique view of northwest and southwest elevations of the
Terminal Building and Test Stand No. III; view to northeast

CA-2310-B-10 View of partially demolished northwest elevation of the
Terminal Building; view to east

CA-2310-B-11 Interior view of Terminal Building, ground level; view to
southeast

CA-2310-B-12 Interior view of Test Stand No. III instrumentation cable tunnel
which connected the Terminal Building with the demolished
Control Center. Note corrugated metal pipe construction and
multilevel cable racks; view to northwest

CA-2310-B-13 Site of demolished Test Stand No. 1. Note concrete foundation
extensively reinforced with rebar up to 2.5 inches in diameter.
Test Stand No. II is seen beyond concrete debris mound in upper
right horizon; view to west-northwest

CA-2310-B-14 Contextual view overlooking demolished Guard Post location
toward Water Storage Tank, Pump House, and Facilities Shop;
view to southwest

CA-2310-B-15 Northeast elevation of Pump House. Note blast door entry and
screened ventilation ports; view to south-southwest
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CA-2310-B-16 Oblique view of northwest and southwest elevations of Pump
House. Note double blast door and ventilation ports; view to
north-northeast

CA-2310-B-17 Interior view of concrete Pump House; view to northeast

CA-2310-B-18 Southeast elevation of Facilities Shop; view to northwest

CA-2310-B-19 Oblique view of southeast and northeast elevations of Facilities
Shop; view to southwest

CA-2310-B-20 Southwest elevation of Water Storage Tank with Pump House
visible to left; view to northeast
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