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SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD WEST OAKLAND SHOPS
REPAIR YARD OFFICE
HAER NO. CA-2262-G

Location: North of Middle Harbor Road, aligned with Chester Street,
Oakland, Alameda County, California

USGS 7.5 minute series — Oakland West, Calif.
UTM Coordinates: 10 . 561900 . 4183550

Date of Construction: Ca. 1900
Present Owner: Union Pacific Railroad

1416 Dodge Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68179-0310

Present Use: Vacant in the years immediately prior to its demolition in
March of 1996.
Significance: The Repair Yard Office was determined eligible for listing in the

National Register of Historic Places in 1990, as a contributor to
the Southern Pacific Railroad West Oakland Shops Historic
District. The building was historically associated with the
maintenance and repair of the railroad’s rolling stock.

Report Prepared By: Andrew Hope
Associate Environmental Planner (Architectural History)
California Department of Transportation
1120 N Street, Room 4301
Sacramento, California 95814
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I. DESCRIPTION

The Repair Yard Office is a one story building of frame construction with a gable roof.
The roof extends to form a canopy across the entire length of the north side of the
building. At the outer edge of the canopy, the roof is supported by four square wood
posts. Most of the roof has deteriorated and exposed wood boards with no shingles or
other finish roofing material, while a portion of the north side retains some highly
deteriorated composition shingles. The exterior walls are clad in channel rustic siding.
The windows are mostly 4/4 double-hung wood sash in wood frames, and all of the
windows have metal security grilles on the outside. There is a single entrance to the
building on the north side, sheltered by the canopy. Vertical wood trim in the center of
the south wall indicates the probable location of a second door that was later filled in.

II. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This building was constructed ca. 1900 or possibly earlier. It appears on the 1910 yard
plat map to the northeast of its present location, and is labeled “car rep.” It was part of a
small complex of buildings that included a switchmen’s house, lamp house, and an
above-ground tank, likely for the storage of lamp oil. The building was probably moved
to its present location around 1970, when modifications were made to the yard track
layout in this area. At that time, the Repair Yard Office, Planing Mill (HAER CA-2262-I)
and Lumber Shed (HAER CA-2262-]) were moved to the vicinity of Freight Department
Store 3 (HAER CA-2262-H) to form a group of buildings devoted to the maintenance
and repair of railroad cars.

III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Maps and Plans
“Oakland yard, scale, 1 In. = 100 Ft., May, 1910.”

“Oakland Yard, Scale 1”7 = 100’. June, 1915. (revised to Jan. 31, 1918.)”



SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD
WEST OAKLAND SHOPS
REPAIR YARD OFFICE

HAER No. CA-2262-G

Page 3

“Oakland 1¢t St., Cedar to Kirkham, Scale 1” = 100’, Nov. 1913.”

“Right of Way and Track Map, Main Line, Central Pacific Railway Company, Operated
by Southern Pacific Company, Western Division, Alameda County, California,
from Station ______ to Station , Scale: 1 Inch = 100 feet, December 31, 19
[traced Feb. 1917], Office of Chief Engineer, San Francisco, California.”

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Oakland, 1889, 1902, 1903, 1911, 1912, 1925, 1928, 1929,
1911-50, 1912-50, 1912-51, 1925-50, 1926-50, 1928-50.

“Southern Pacific Co., Demolition of Mill Facilities, Middle Harbor Road, Oakland,
California, Location Plan and Specifications, 24 November '69.”

Manuscripts

Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey, Volume 28A, Oakland City Planning Department,
1990.

“Southern Pacific Co., Historical Outline, 1931.” Typescript prepared by Southern
Pacific Bureau of News, Development Department, 1933.

Photograph Collections

History Center, Transportation Library, California Department of Transportation,
Sacramento.

History Room, Oakland Public Library.
Roy D. Graves Collection, Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.

Vernon Sappers Collection, Western Railway Museum Library, Rio Vista Junction.

Interviews

Interview with the late railroad historian and author Vernon Sappers at his home in
Oakland.
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IV. PROJECT INFORMATION

The California Department of Transportation constructed a new segment of Interstate
880 in Oakland, to replace the Cypress Street structure that collapsed in the Loma Prieta
earthquake of 1989. The new freeway is on a different alignment, and a portion of the
Southern Pacific Railroad West Oakland Shops was acquired by the State of California
as right-of-way for construction of the new freeway. Concurrently with the freeway
project, alterations to the West Oakland Yard and shops by Southern Pacific included
demolition of the Repair Yard Office in 1996. This documentation of the Southern
Pacific Railroad West Oakland Shops is intended to comply with part of the mitigation
requirements for the construction of the new freeway, in accordance with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act.
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