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Repair of electrical equipment prior to its demolition in March
of 1996.

The Southern Pacific Railroad Car Lighting Shop is associated
with the railroad’s conversion from gas-lighted cars to cars
lighted by electricity. It was determined eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the
Southern Pacific Railroad West Oakland Shops Historic District.
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I. DESCRIPTION

The Car Lighting Shop is a two-story brick masonry building, laid up in 5:1 common
bond on a concrete base. The hip roof is clad in French-cut asbestos-cement shingles,
and has boxed eaves. The first floor fenestration consists of tall 6/6 double-hung
windows with segmental-arch heads. The second floor has shorter 3/6 windows with
flat lintels. All of the windows have projecting brick lug sills. There are three entrances
on the south wall, one of which has a sliding door mounted on an overhead exterior
track. Entry doors on the east and west walls are converted window openings, reached
by exterior wood stairs. An original entry on the west wall has been filled in with brick
and a short window. A double belt course provides exterior definition of the second
floor, a massive construction made up of transverse 8 x 24 timbers carrying a floor of

2 x 12 boards laid up on edge and abutting. This is heavy enough that it has supported
forklifts carrying locomotive traction motors. A series of square vents penetrates the
exterior wall just below the belt course, to provide ventilation for the first floor shop
area, which originally handled massive acid-filled storage batteries.

II. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This building was historically used for the repair of train car lighting, following the
change from gas-lighted cars to cars lighted by electricity. Although it was built after
the death of E.H. Harriman in 1909, the building is associated with the overall
improvements and modernization begun by him, including construction of all-steel
passenger cars, electrically lighted.

III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Maps and Plans
“Oakland yard, scale, 1 In. =100 Ft., May, 1910.”

“Oakland Yard, Scale 1”7 = 100’. June, 1915. (revised to Jan. 31, 1918.)”
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“Oakland 1¢t St., Cedar to Kirkham, Scale 1” = 100’, Nov. 1913.”

“Right of Way and Track Map, Main Line, Central Pacific Railway Company, Operated
by Southern Pacific Company, Western Division, Alameda County, California,
from Station ______ to Station , Scale: 1 Inch = 100 feet, December 31, 19
[traced Feb. 1917], Office of Chief Engineer, San Francisco, California.”

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Oakland, 1889, 1902, 1903, 1911, 1912, 1925, 1928, 1929,
1911-50, 1912-50, 1912-51, 1925-50, 1926-50, 1928-50.

“Southern Pacific Co., West Oakland Coach Yard, Part Plan showing location of

Proposed Commissary Stores Bldg. And Facilities for servicing Streamliner
Trains, Feb. 20t, 1941.”

“Southern Pacific Company, Car Lighting Shop & Office Bldg. at West Oakland, Details,
Nov. 1914.”

“Southern Pacific Company, Car Lighting Shop & Office Bldg. at West Oakland, Details
of Benches, Tanks, Locker & Racks, [n.d.] Revised Jan. 1915.”

“Southern Pacific Company, Car Lighting Shop & Office Bldg. at West Oakland,
Elevations & Plat Plan, Aug. 1914.”

“Southern Pacific Company, Car Lighting Shop & Office Bldg. at West Oakland, First
and Second floor plans, Aug. 1914.”

“Southern Pacific Company, Car Lighting Shop & Office Bldg. at West Oakland,
Sections & Details, Aug. 1914.”

“Southern Pacific Company, Car Lighting Shop & Office Bldg. at West Oakland,
Traveling Crane, Detail of sumps, Aug. 1914.”

Manuscripts

Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey, Volume 28A, Oakland City Planning Department,
1990.
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“Southern Pacific Co., Historical Outline, 1931.” Typescript prepared by Southern
Pacific Bureau of News, Development Department, 1933.

Photograph Collections

History Center, Transportation Library, California Department of Transportation,
Sacramento.

History Room, Oakland Public Library.
Roy D. Graves Collection, Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.

Vernon Sappers Collection, Western Railway Museum Library, Rio Vista Junction.

Interviews

Interview with the late railroad historian and author Vernon Sappers at his home in
Oakland.

IV. PROJECT INFORMATION

The California Department of Transportation constructed a new segment of Interstate
880 in Oakland, to replace the Cypress Street structure that collapsed in the Loma Prieta
earthquake of 1989. The new freeway is on a different alignment, and a portion of the
Southern Pacific Railroad West Oakland Shops (including the area formerly occupied
by the Car Lighting Shop) was acquired by the State of California as right-of-way for
construction of the new freeway. The Car Lighting Shop was consequently demolished
in 1996. This documentation is intended to comply with part of the mitigation
requirements for the construction of the new freeway, in accordance with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act.
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