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PULLMAN BUILDING
HAER NO. CA-2262-C

Foot of Wood Street, Oakland, Alameda County, California

USGS 7.5 minute series — Oakland West, Calif.
UTM Coordinates: 10 . 561450 . 4184180

1896

Union Pacific Railroad
1416 Dodge Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68179-0310

Last used as an AMTRAK Commissary and Southern Pacific
Railroad offices; demolished in March 1996.

The Pullman Building was determined eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places in 1990, as a contributor to
the Southern Pacific Railroad West Oakland Shops Historic
District. One of the oldest buildings in the district, the Pullman
Building was historically associated with the servicing of the
Pullman Company’s passenger cars.

John W. Snyder

Senior Environmental Planner, Architectural History Studies
California Department of Transportation

1120 N Street, Room 4301

Sacramento, California 95814
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I. DESCRIPTION

The Pullman Building is a two-story brick masonry building, laid up in 5:1 common
bond, five bays wide by a single bay deep. The hip roof is clad in French-cut asbestos-
cement shingles. The building’s fenestration is segmental-arched with projecting brick
lug sills. Most of the second floor windows and one of the first floor windows consist of
large paired 16/4 double-hung sash separated by a wide mullion. The second floor
window on the east wall consists of tripled 12/4 double-hung sash separated by wide
mullions. The remaining windows are shorter multi-lite sash, also mostly set in pairs
within each brick opening. Masonry detailing includes brick pilasters defining the bays,
a wide belt course between the first and second floors, and a narrower belt course in
some bays at the mid-level of the second floor. Two openings on the east wall have been
bricked in, and the ghost line of a one-story, gable roof addition can be seen on this
wall. The west wall is connected to the truncated remnant of the former Commissary
Building, which is of frame construction. There are one story, shed-roof additions of
frame construction across the three westernmost bays of the south wall.

II. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

According to Southern Pacific records, the Pullman Building was originally constructed
in 1896 to serve the passenger cars of the Pullman Company. It has remained in a
support role to rail passenger service, with the commissary of AMTRAK located on the
ground floor and Southern Pacific offices on the second floor.

III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Maps and Plans
“Oakland yard, scale, 1 In. =100 Ft., May, 1910.”

“Qakland Yard, Scale 17 =100". June, 1915. (revised to Jan. 31, 1918.)”

“Oakland 1¢t St., Cedar to Kirkham, Scale 1” = 100’, Nov. 1913.”
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“Right of Way and Track Map, Main Line, Central Pacific Railway Company, Operated
by Southern Pacific Company, Western Division, Alameda County, California,
from Station _____ to Station , Scale: 1 Inch = 100 feet, December 31, 19
[traced Feb. 1917], Office of Chief Engineer, San Francisco, California.”

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Oakland, 1889, 1902, 1903, 1911, 1912, 1925, 1928, 1929,
1911-50, 1912-50, 1912-51, 1925-50, 1926-50, 1928-50.

“Southern Pacific Co., West Oakland Coach Yard, Part Plan showing location of
Proposed Commissary Stores Bldg. And Facilities for servicing Streamliner
Trains, Feb. 20t, 1941.”

Manuscripts

Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey, Volume 28A, Oakland City Planning Department,
1990.

“Southern Pacific Co., Historical Outline, 1931.” Typescript prepared by Southern
Pacific Bureau of News, Development Department, 1933.

Photograph Collections

History Center, Transportation Library, California Department of Transportation,
Sacramento.

History Room, Oakland Public Library.
Roy D. Graves Collection, Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.

Vernon Sappers Collection, Western Railway Museum Library, Rio Vista Junction.

Interviews

Interview with the late railroad historian and author Vernon Sappers at his home in
Oakland.
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IV. PROJECT INFORMATION

The California Department of Transportation constructed a new segment of Interstate
880 in Oakland, to replace the Cypress Street structure that collapsed in the Loma Prieta
earthquake of 1989. The new freeway is on a different alignment, and a portion of the
Southern Pacific Railroad West Oakland Shops (including the area formerly occupied
by the Pullman Building) was acquired by the State of California as right-of-way for
construction of the new freeway. The Pullman Building was consequently demolished
in 1996. This documentation is intended to comply with part of the mitigation
requirements for the construction of the new freeway, in accordance with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act.



	HAER-CA-2262-C, Pullman Bldg. cover card
	HAER-CA-2262-C, Pullman Bldg. photo list
	C_Pullman Building text
	II.  HISTORICAL INFORMATION
	III.  SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
	Interviews 

	IV.  PROJECT INFORMATION 




