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SIGNIFICANCE: Air Station San Francisco is significant locally for its associations with the 
development of the San Francisco International Airport. Regionally, it is 
important as one of the first three Coast Guard Air Stations to be developed on 
the Pacific Coast. Nationally, it relates to both the development of the United 
States Coast Guard and to World War II, aiding the war effort in the area of 
search and rescue operations. 

PROJECT 
INFORMATION: In July 1998, Carey & Company determined that Air Station San Francisco is 

eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as an historic 
district. Five buildings and one structure were determined eligible as 
contributors to the district; four buildings were evaluated as noncontributing. 

Building A 
Building B 
Building C 
Building D 
Building E 
Building F 
Building G 
Building H 
Building J 

Main Hangar 
Administration 
Stonerock Barracks 
Garden/Paint Shops 
Pumphouse/Storage 
Warehouse (Gym) 
Fuel Repair and Storage 
BOQ-Living Quarters 
Sewage Pump House 
Seaplane Ramp 

Contributor 
Contributor 
Noncontributory 
Noncontributory 
Noncontributory 
Contributor 
Contributor 
Contributor 
Noncontributory 
Contributor 

In October 1998, the California Historic Preservation Officer issued a letter of 
concurrence with this determination of eligibility. 

This documentation has been prepared pursuant to Stipulation 1 of a 
Memorandum of Agreement between the United States Coast Guard and the 
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California Office of Historic Preservation regarding demolition activities 
occurring at the Coast Guard Air Station San Francisco. This undertaking will 
result in the demolition of buildings F and H. The written documentation was 
prepared by San Buenaventura Research Associates (SBRA), 1328 Woodland 
Drive, Santa Paula, CA 93060. The description, significance and context 
discussion is adapted from a cultural resources survey conducted by Carey & 
Company in July 1998 in connection with a Section 106 evaluation of the 
property. The preparers of this report are Judith P. Triem, historian, and 
Mitchel R. Stone, preservation planner. The photographic documentation was 
completed by Mesa Technical (David De Vries), 2630 Hilgard, Berkeley, CA 
94709, in March-June 2004. 

DESCRIPTION OF AIR STATION 

The Air Station is located at the San Francisco International Airport and consists of 20.53 acres set 
adjacent to a cove on San Francisco Bay, with the bay forming its eastern boundary. On the other 
three sides, the Air Station is surrounded by roads and airport-related industrial structures, including 
hangars. A very large "Flying Tigers" hangar dating from the late 1930s stands just northeast of the Air 
Station. 

The buildings and structures of the Air Station are divided into two primary groupings. The southern 
grouping, including Building B (Administration), Building H (Bachelor Officer Quarters), and Building C 
(Stonerock Barracks), is devoted to support functions: administration and housing. Architecturally, 
these structures include the streamline-moderne administration building, and the Bachelor Quarters, in 
the production housing style typical of military housing of the period. 

The northern end of the site comprises the area devoted to the primary functions of the Air Station: 
aircraft takeoff and landing, fueling and maintenance. Here also are the facility's fuel tanks, storage 
structures, power and pump houses. The concrete Main Hangar (Building A) is the visual focal point. 
Many of the other functional buildings are less substantial in nature, including the storage building 
(Building F, now also serving as a gymnasium), and the two nose hangars that stood north of the Main 
Hangar. 
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DESCRIPTION OF WAREHOUSE 

This 16,979 square foot building was constructed in 1944 as a warehouse and maintenance shop, but 
was most recently used as a recreation facility, garage and warehouse. It is currently condemned and 
primarily unused except for dead storage. The steel framed building is rectangular in plan and located 
on a concrete slab foundation. The exterior walls are concrete block with corrugated transite paneling 
above. The windows are multiplaned steel fixed lights, pivots and casements. 

The interior of the building was extensively altered, probably during the early 1970s, to accommodate 
recreational uses. Possibly during the same time frame, some exterior modifications also occurred, 
primarily to the eastern elevation. The building exhibits some apparently original interior features, 
including interior doors and stairways, and boiler equipment. Contemporary corrugated aluminum 
panels were added to the eastern elevation, apparently to enclose a previously open area adjacent to 
the vehicle garages. These panels are now coming loose from their attachment points. 

Overall the condition of this building is poor. Some evidence of structural trauma is present, including 
cracks in the concrete slab due to settlement and the apparent bowing of a steel girder on the shed 
roofed portion of the eastern elevation. Evidence of deferred maintenance is also apparent. However, 
the exterior building fabric appears to be largely intact. 

U.S. COAST GUARD 

The Coast Guard originated shortly after the country's formation. Its predecessor, the Revenue Cutter 
Service, was created on August 4, 1790 by act of Congress. Its main function was the enforcement of 
customs regulations, but it also helped control contagious diseases and the foreign slave trade. In 1837 
aid to vessels in distress was added. In 1878 Congress established the U.S. Lifesaving Service to staff 
lifesaving stations onshore. These two services were combined in 1915 as the U.S. Coast Guard, 
which merged with the Bureau of Lighthouses in 1939. The Coast Guard was organized under the 
Department of Transportation, although during wartime, it would be attached to the Department of the 
Navy. 

During a general reorganization in 1940, the Bay Area Coast Guard became part of the 121h District, 
with headquarters in downtown San Francisco. In 1987, the districts were again reorganized with most 
of the Coast Guard facilities in the San Francisco Bay Area falling under the newly created District 11, 
based in Long Beach, California. The Maintenance and Logistics (MLCP AC), also formed at this time 
to provide services for all West Coast commands, is located on Coast Guard Island, in Alameda, 
California. In 2003, the Coast Guard was reassigned to the newly-created Department of Homeland 
Security. 
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The Coast Guard began its foray into the air in 1916, when Congress authorized the Secretary of 
Treasury to establish ten aviation stations on the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts, the Gulf of Mexico, and 
the Great Lakes, but no funds were appropriated for this assignment. The first station opened at 
Morehead City, North Carolina in 1920 with a tent hangar and borrowed aircraft. However, lack of 
funds forced the station to close in 1921. By 1925 Coast Guard aviation received a boost when it was 
called upon to help enforce Prohibition. To aid in the search for "rummies," the Coast Guard bought an 
Army tent hangar for one dollar, setting it up near Gloucester, Massachusetts to house one' outdated 
seaplane. An appropriation of $152,000 in 1926 allowed the Coast Guard to establish bases at Cape 
May, New Jersey, and Ten Pound Island, near Gloucester. 

By 1934 all aviation activities of the Treasury Department, including the Customs Service, had been 
transferred to the Coast Guard. With the acquisition of fifteen airplanes from the Customs Service, and 
six more from the Navy, the Coast Guard established Air Stations at Buffalo, New York, San Antonio, 
Texas, and San Diego, California to aid in combating the smuggling of contraband and aliens. In 1935 
new stations were opened in Salem, Massachusetts, Biloxi, Mississippi, St. Petersburg, Florida, and 
Port Angeles, Washington. Air Stations were under construction in Charleston, South Carolina, and 
San Diego, with a new hangar and shop under construction at Cape May. 

SAN FRANCISCO AIRPORT 

In 1926, a San Francisco Charter Amendment was approved to purchase land for a city airport. In 
March 1927 the Board of Supervisors approved the lease of 150 acres located 14 miles south of San 
Francisco, on land owned by descendants of Darius Mills. Not only was the property easily accessible 
from the city, but it also offered hundreds of acres of submerged land which engineers potentially could 
later reclaim. On May 7, 1927, Mayor James Rolph dedicated Mills Field Municipal Airport of San 
Francisco, and the airport officially opened in June 1927. 

In 1930 San Francisco purchased 1,112 more acres of Mills Estate property. The following year, the 
airfield's name was changed from Mills Field to San Francisco Municipal Airport. A combination of 
city bonds and depression-related work relief programs fueled airport development throughout the 
1930s. On the eve of the 1940s, the construction of a Seaplane harbor as well as a Coast Guard Air 
Station was impending. 

AIR STATION SAN FRANCISCO 

In 1939, San Francisco donated 20.53 acres of municipal airport land to the federal government to 
establish a Coast Guard Air Station. This land provided an ideal site to construct the $500,000 facility, 
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which was to be responsible for both air and water rescue missions. This would be the third Air Station 
on the Pacific coast, following those at San Diego and Port Angeles, Washington. The three stations 
shared the Pacific coastal and inland water patrols. Air Station San Francisco was to be responsible 
for over 325 miles of Pacific coastline from Point Conception to Fort Bragg, and the 5,000 square mile 
California Delta waterway region. 

On May 8, 1940, the San Francisco Chronicle reported: 

Completion of this air base will fulfill an important need of the Coast Guard in this area, 
whose triple function is the saving of life and property at sea, general police work and 
the military training of men. The service has a huge job and departmental statistics 
show that needed Coast Guard protection is directly proportional to steamship traffic. 

Many ships take the Great Circle route from San Francisco to the orient with large 
passenger and crew lists. An increase in amateur yachting activities has also added 
work to the routine of guarding the California coastline. 

Since neutrality patrol work on the Eastern seaboard has withdrawn half of the Pacific 
Guard from this area, the service will soon supplement its marine facilities with a fleet of 
flying craft ranging from short distance scouting planes to long distance ships. 

These flying boats actually reduce expenses in this area, having a lower operating cost 
than the cutters. Their prime service will be scouting and observation work along 
Northern California and seaward. 

Throughout the war, Coast Guard aircraft made thousands of flights, covered over four million square 
miles and plucked 103 downed plane survivors from the frigid waters of the Pacific. 
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