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Significance: 

All buildings and features of the Agnews State Hospital (west campus) -
except for Buildings I, 2, 30, and 100 and Palm Drive - were demolished. 
In 2000, the site was the location for research and office facilities for Sun 
Microsystems. · 

Agnews was the first state hospital in the California system to adopt modern 
methods of treating mental patients on a large scale and was a widely 
recognized model of a progressive hospital. 

Dr. Leonard Stocking was superintendent of Agnews from 1904 to 1931. 
He was a strong leader who rebuilt Agnews after the earthquake of 1906 as 
a widely recognized model of a progressive state mental hospital. He was 
widely recognized as the "dean of psychiatrists in California." 

Agnews was the first hospital facility in California designed to 
accommodate progressive, humane approaches to treatment. Agnews 
served as a model for the construction of later hospitals. Agnews followed 
international precedents for scientific design based on the use of pavilions 
and was decentralized to provide several specialized buildings for different 
treatment purposes and different types of patients. Its small, low-scale 
buildings were designed to bring light and air to patients. Agnews 
embodied the distinctive characteristics of a mental hospital in that 
important period. It also represented the work of the office of the State 
Architect when the State Architect was the largest architectural office in 
California. It was an early example in the United States of a group of 
reinforced concrete buildings. And, it possessed high artistic value in its 
use of Beaux Arts and Garden City planning principles and in the eclectic 
style of its buildings which includes elements of the Arts and Crafts 
movement and northern European vernacular design. 
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PART I: PHYSJCAL CONTEXT OF THE SITE AND ITS RELATJONSHIP TO THE 
SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

Agnews State Hospital was located on an alluvial flatland at the south end of San Francisco Bay 
in Santa Clara County between a rail line of the Southern Pacific Railroad on the west and the 
Guadalupe River on the east. The original property was 276 acres and was generally rectangular 
in shape. When it was built, the hospital was surrounded by open agricultural land. Immediately 
to the west, across the railroad tracks, was the community of Agnew. In 1960, the community 
of Agnew and the surrounding area was annexed by the City of Santa Clara, and since that time 
the surroundings have been built up. In 1995, at the time of its closing, the hospital was located 
on 264.·1 acres. This reduction in property area was a result of the widening and conversion of 
Montague Road on the south edge of the property to Montague Expressway and the construction 
of Lickmill Boulevard on the east edge of the property. The hospital property, oriented generally 
east-west, was bounded by Lafayette Road on the west, Montague Expressway on the south, 
Lickmill Boulevard on the east, and the property line on the north. 

PART II: HISTORICAL CONTEXTS OF THE SITE 

STATE MENTAL HOSPITALS 

From the early days of the Gold Rush, insanity was recognized as a special problem in California. 
The sudden influx of population, the predominance of males, the mix of nationalities, the 
hardships of travel, and the uncertainties of life, have all been considered contributors to this state 
of affairs. The first provisions for the insane were to lock them up with criminals in the ship 
"Euphemia," purchased in 1849 by the city of San Francisco, and to house them at the San 
Francisco Marine Hospital, established in 1850, primarily for ailing seamen (Brody n.d., p. 1-2; 
Smyth 1938, pp. 1223-1224). 

The first hospital established specifically for the mentally ill was the Stockton State Hospital, 
called the Insane Asylum for the State of California when it opened in 1853. At that time, it was 
"the first publicly supported institution in the western United States to care exclusively for the 
mentally ill" (Starr 1973, p. 10). Under the enlightened but brief leadership of Dr. Robert Reid, 
patients were to be treated with respect and kindness and given outdoor physical activity. In 1857, 
a new building was erected, called a "madhouse, where the violent and noisy can be separated 
from the orderly and quiet" (Starr 1973, p. 11). After the Civil War, for the next several decades 
there was an increasing tendency simply to lock patients up. Active treatment programs declined, 
the hospital became severely overcrowded, and, as in hospitals throughout the United States, 
Stockton acquired a reputation as primarily a custodial institution rather than a treatment center. 
In 1875, a new hospital was opened at Napa to relieve overcrowding at Stockton. A third state 
hospital opened at Agnews in 1889, and, in 1894, two more hospitals opened at Mendocino and 
Patton. Metropolitan State Hospital was opened in 1916, Camarillo in 1937, Dewitt in 1947, 
Modesto in 1948, and Atascadero in 1954 (Agnews State Hospital History Committee 1974). 
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In the beginning, each hospital received all persons judged to be insane. Specialized hospitals 
were first established for "feeble minded" children at Sonoma in 1885; for the chronic insane 
(incurable) at Agnews for its first year of operation; and for the criminal and convict insane at 
Folsom State Prison in 1903 (Agnews State Hospital History Committee 1974). 

Large, centralized, brick buildings were built for the early state hospitals. About 1900, smaller 
"cottages" were added to the existing hospitals. When the new Agnews hospital was built after 
1906, with its dispersed, low scale buildings, it was the first to follow the "cottage" model 
throughout its entire plan. With its variety of buildings, it could provide specialized facilities 
for different types of patients (Hurd 1973). Agnews was quickly recognized as a model within 
the State Hospital system for new and active approaches to treatment of mental patients. 

Progressive attitudes toward treatment represented by Agnews remained in fashion for about 30 
years. In the later 1930s, the first small programs were begun for treatment of some patients in 
community clinics. However, treatment of any kind was constrained by severe overcrowding 
throughout the State Hospital system. As in the late 19th century, the role of the State Hospitals 
had again become largely custodial. Books and newspaper articles after World War II called 
attention to these conditions and resulted in major new construction throughout the State Hospital 
system (Ostrow 1946; Agnews State Hospital History Committee 1974). 

After World War II, new approaches to treatment also had an effect on hospital operations and 
· facilities. Among the most important new approaches were establishment of community clinics, 

treatment outside of the hospitals, and treatment of the developmentally disabled at State Hospitals 
formerly intended for the mentally ill. A watershed event was the passage of the 1971 Lanterman 
Act which resulted in closing of the State Hospitals at DeWitt, Mendocino, and Modesto, and 
restructuring of the state system. Since that time there has been an increasing trend toward closing 
hospitals and reliance on community treatment programs (Norling 1981; Agnews State Hospital 
History Committee 1974). 

ARCHITECTURE OF MENTAL HOSPITALS 

The first institutional provisions for the insane in the U.S. were typically dark cells in the 
basements of general hospitals. Criticized by Dorothea Dix and others as inhumane, these were 
replaced between 1841 and 1887 by 32 specially built state hospitals called insane asylums. Most 
of these, including the five 19th-century state hospitals in California, were based on a plan 
developed by Dr. Thomas S. Kirkbride, superintendent of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the 
Insane, and first realized at the State Asylum for the Insane at Tuscaloosa, Alabama in 1860 
(Thomas and Goldin 1975). 

A Kirkbride-type hospital was a three-story, brick building with a central administrative section, 
at the top of which was a residence for the superintendent and a water tank hidden in an 
ornamental tower. On either side of the administrative section were linear wings containing a 
series of wards, each of which consisted of rooms for patients and attendants on either side of a 
central corridor. Each wing consisted of tiers of wards, with each successive tier beyond the 
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administrative section offset to the rear to provide light and air to the ends of each corridor, as 
well as to each room. These buildings were intended to be fireproof and mechanically heated and 
ventilated. Wards were segregated by sex and type of patient with the most violent at the extreme 
ends (Thomas and Goldin 1975, pp. 76-79). Although introduced as humane alternatives to earlier 
types of facilities, these hospitals were primarily places of confinement and developed reputations 
as "hellholes" (Thomas and Goldin 1975, p. 79). 

With advances in scientific understanding of mental illness, new types of treatments led to 
abandonment of the Kirkbride-type hospital and experimentation with new types of facilities. In 
general hospitals, the beiief that sickness was borne in stale air had previously led to the pavilion 
plan hospital which was designed to accommodate light and air and views of greenery. 
Popularized by Florence Nightingale after the experiences of the Crimean War and the Civil War 
in the United States, the pavilion plan began to be adopted widely after the construction of Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore in 1885. A typical pavilion plan hospital was one or two stories 
and contained a single ward. The pavilions were placed in orderly rows surrounded by greenery, 
and all the pavilions in a hospital were linked by enclosed corridors. Each patient's bed was 
placed between two windows for light and air; mechanical systems for heating and ventilating kept 
the air moving at the right temperature; and interior corners were curved for ease of cleaning 
(Thomas and Goldin 1975). According to Nikolaus Pevsner, "Asylums began belatedly to 
appreciate the pavilion principle, i.e., they began to prefer a multitude of small buildings to one 
large one" (Pevsner 1976, p. 157). After 1897, pavilions called "cottages" were built on the 
grounds of California's state hospitals. Agnews was the first state hospital in California to 
completely adopt the "cottage system." In doing· so, the rigid regularity of the pavilion plan 
general hospital was transformed into a looser arrangement, more like a college campus or a 
residential subdivision. 

Outside of California, the dates of other early pavilion or cottage type mental hospitals are not 
known. A study of hospitals written as Agnews was still being built stated that "the first 
psychiatric hospital, especially designed for the purpose" was at the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, in 1906. Research in standard sources did not provide any other information on this 
hospital, and Its character is unknown. Other early psychiatric hospitals were not in pavilions but 
in multi-story buildings (Stevens 1921). From what is presently known, Agnews appears to be 
among the earliest mental hospitals in the United States to diverge from the Kirkbride plan and to 
adopt pavilions or cottages. 

Interior features of mental hospitals based in scientific understanding were as important as the 
overall plan. Interior features were important both for accommodating technology and specific 
treatments, and for creating an environment which was conducive to healing. In the case of 
specialized technology, a hydrotherapy department, for example, was a standard feature. A 
hydrotherapy department included a suite of rooms for changing, waiting, and the administering 
of hydrotherapy by means of baths and showers. Water was thought to serve three purposes: to 
introduce medicine (mainly mineral salts) to the body; to stimulate the dilation of blood vessels; 
and to make an impression on nervous patients (Hornsby and_Schmidt 1914, p. 392). 
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To create a suitable environment, a typical cottage included private reception and group activity 
areas, private bedrooms, and homelike finishes and furnishings such as baseboards and picture 
moldings, oriental rugs, fireplaces, paintings, attractive lamps, and comfortable chairs. Related 
to this, exterior decoration of buildings was intended to produce a comfortable, homelike setting. 
However, at the same time that decoration for its own sake was considered inappropriate. 
Likewise, landscaped grounds were considered conducive to convalescence (Stevens 1921). 

By the 1920s, the cottage system had evolved to the "colony system," in which colony houses 
were somewhat larger than cottages. The east campus of Agnews, planned in 1926 and built in 
1931, utilized colony houses. After World War II, the pavilion model was superseded by the 
model of the modern hospital whose form and character were shaped largely by technology. 

REINFORCED CONCRETE 

One effect of the earthquake and fire of 1906 was to promote the first widespread use of reinforced 
concrete in the United States. Before the earthquake, concrete was not provided for in most 
building codes, and its acceptance was retarded by lack of technical knowledge, lack of 
appreciation of its strengths, and opposition to its use by bricklayers' unions. A few scattered 
reinforced concrete structures which survived both the earthquake and fire in San Francisco were 
dramatic examples of the usefulness of reinforced concrete. Following the earthquake and fire, 
insurance companies supported its use, building codes were subsequently modified, and the 
industry grew rapidly. Within a year after the earthquake, at least a hundred reinforced concrete 
buildings had been erected in both San Francisco 'and Los Angeles, almost all of them single, 
privately owned buildings. The lesson of the disaster and the example of the two California cities 
spread rapidly to other American cities (Corbett 6 June 1980 and 14 June 1980). 

LEONARD STOCKING, M.D. 

Leonard Stocking (ca. 1850 to 1931) studied medicine at St. Louis Medical College in St. Louis, 
Missouri and graduated 10 March 1876. He practiced at the Illinois Southern Hospital for the 
Insane before coming to California where he was Superintendent of the Oneonta Sanitarium in San 
Diego. He received a certificate to practice medicine in California on 3 November 1891 
(California Board of Medical Examiners 1898, p. 79; Stocking 1891). Stocking came to Agnews 
by 1895 (San Jose Mercury 1895, p. 288). He was promoted to superintendent of Agnews 10 
December 1902 following the resignation of J.A. Crane, and remained in that position until his 
death on 29 October 1931 (Agnews State Hospital 1931, p. 2). 

Stocking believed there was a strong connection between good treatment of mental patients and 
the design of physical facilities, and he took a leading role in the design of the new Agnews 
Hospital after 1906. According to an article in Modern Hospital, before beginning work on the 
new hospital, 

he visited "the best hospitals in America" for ideas. Next, "Dr. 
Stocking had had some training in mechanical drawing, and with a 
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drafting board and a set of instruments he went to work. He 
blocked out the general scheme for the entire plant and then worked 
out the plans for the individual buildings, one after another. It was 
a task calling for inspiration and sound practical knowledge." (Reid 
1915, p. 2). 

(Page 6) 

Stocking remained active in the design of buildings and grounds throughout his long career. He 
believed in "a restorative system of mental treatment based upon exercises" (California Outlook 
1912, p. 14), and established military drilling areas, a baseball field with a three-part grandstand, 
a farm and gardens for patients to work in, and other outdoor facilities. As an experiment, he had 
built the first theater at a mental hospital in California where theatrical productions, band concerts, 
and other amusements were performed by and for patients (San Francisco Chronicle 1914, p. 3). 
Stocking had built the new hospital at Agnews with few features for physical restraint and 
eliminated the rest by about 1918 (Cerwin 1928). For many years, Stocking worked for the 
purchase of nearby land for agriculture and colony houses, intended for "social recovery cases" 
who were nearing release after complete recovery. This was realized in what is now called the 
East Campus, which was under construction at the time of his death in 1931 (Anonymous 1988). 
Over many years, Agnews State Hospital was considered an outstanding facility and a model for 
others (Reid 1915; Western Architect 1915; Fenton 1930; Anonymous 1988). Among many 
similar approbations, the hospital was cal1ed "the most modern in the United States, if not in the 
world" (Cerwin 1928). 

Stocking was actively engaged in research and in applying research to the treatment of mental 
patients. He gave talks and published articles. He organized the hospital to facilitate research, 
stating, "The purpose of Agnews is complex. It is not simply to cure mental cases but to study 
the causes of mental ill health" (Anonymous 1988). In 1928, he was called "one of the leading 

psychiatrists on the coast" (Cerwin 1928). 

An article in The Journal of Juvenile Research entitled "The Contributions of Leonard Stocking 
to Psychiatry in California" referred to new techniques and technologies introduced at Agnews and 
called him the "dean of psychiatrists in California" (Fenton 1930, pp. 155-157). Elsewhere, he 
was called "a leader in the new progressive psychiatry in the United States," especially for his 
elimination of means of restraint and his creation of "a model state hospital" (Anonymous 1988). 

Throughout the literature on Agnews State Hospital, the hospital is considered a model in the 
United States. The hospital was created under the strong leadership of Dr. Leonard Stocking, 
according to his vision of a model hospital. The reputations of the hospital and Dr. Stocking for 

the period 1907 to 1931 are inseparable. 
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ARCHITECTS 

Jacob Lenzen (1830-1910) 

The original hospital at Agnews, which was completed in 1888, was designed by Jacob Lenzen. 
Lenzen was born in Germany and came with his family to San Jose in 1861 or 1862. He and his 
brother Theodore, who practiced in San Francisco, were both architects. According to his 
obituary, Jacob Lenzen "designed practically all the early business buildings" in San Jose, 
including several theaters and buildings in Paso Robles, Alameda, and Hollister. He was the 
building inspector in San Jose "for several years" (Architect and Engineer 1910, p. 99). 

Transition Architects in the Aftermath of 1906 Earthquake (18 April 1906 to 11 May 1907) 

In the aftermath of the earthquake of 18 April 1906, the two most immediate tasks concerning the 
buildings of Agnews State Hospital were provision of temporary quarters and assessment of the 
causes of structural failure of the old buildings. Two days after the earthquake, on 20 April 1906, 
Frank D. Wolfe, architect, was hired to design temporary barracks (Montgomery 1906). Wolfe 
was a partner in the firms of Wolfe and Wolfe, and Wolfe and MacKenzie of San Jose. The.firms 
are noted for stylish designs of bungalows, with decorative details influenced by Frank Lloyd 

. Wright, and a house of 1913-14 without any exterior decorative embellishments (Woodbridge 
1988, p. 125, 239, 240; and Gebhard, Sandweiss and Winter 1985, p. 188). 

On 4 May 1906, a Los Angeles ar,chitect, identified in the newspaper only by the last name of 
Hudson, completed an inspection of the ruins (San Francisco Call 4 May 1906, p. 7). 

State Architect 

Planning and design of a new hospital at Agnews after 1906 was the responsibility of the State of 
California and coincided with the creation of the position of State Architect on 11 May 1907. The 
State Architect was the administrator of a state agency whose name changed throughout the year 

but which remained responsible for most state construction from 1907 until at least 1968. This 
includes everything built at Agnews, with the possible exception of some minor structures in the 
farm area which were built after 1968. 

From 1907 to ca. 1909, the State Architect was head of the Architectural Department which was 
in the Engineering Department headed by the State Engineer. About 1909, the Architectural 
Department became the Architectural Division, and, in 1916, it was renamed the Bureau of 
Architecture. In 1921, the Department of Engineering became the Department of Public Works, 
and the Bureau of Architecture ~gain became the Division of Architecture. The State Architect 
became Chief of the Division of Architecture in 1921 and was· renamed State Architect in 1927. 
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On 1 October 1963, the Division of Architecture was renamed the Office of Architecture and 
Construction, and was moved from the Department of Public Works to the new Department of 
General Services. 

The State Architect's office grew from three employees in 1908-1910 to an average of 28 
employees from 1910 to 1920 and 58 employees from 1920 to 1930. The office gradually grew 
until after World War Il when it increased dramatically in size. From 1950 to 1966, there were 
never fewer than 410 employees. 

The State Architect was an appointed position from 1907 to 1934; it was civil service from 1934 
to 1962; and appointed again after 1962. During the principal period of construction at Agnews, 
the State Architects were as follows: George C. Sellon (11 May 1907 to May 1909); William D. 
Coates, Jr. (May 1905 to 21 May 1912); John W. Woollett (22 May 1912 to 21 August 1913); 
George B. McDougall (22 August 1913 to 31 October 1938); Wesley K. Daniels, Sr., acting (1 

November 1938 to 30 May 1940); and Anson Boyd (1 June 1940 to 31 March 1962). 

Under the State Architect, there were titled positions and sections which changed and increased 
over the years. For example, by the 1910s there were separate sections dealing with estimating, 
drafting, specification writing, and engineering (mechanical, electrical, civil, and structural). A 
construction section was established in 1920, and, in 1938, a landscape design section was 
established. A key position, architectural designer, was filled by the following during the 
principal periods of construction at Agnews: Maury I. Diggs (1909-1911); Charles F. Dean (23 
September 1911 to 29 July 1921); L.B. Miller (30 July 1921 to 5 February 1923); P.T. Poage (6 
February 1923 to 3 December 1926); vacant; P.T. Poage (1 November 1931 to 1 October 1937); 
vacant; and Arthur F. Dudman (15 April 1946 to 30 September 1959). 

During the principal periods of construction at Agnews, the State Architects were George Sellon, 
George B. McDougall, and Anson Boyd. Under Sellon, the plan for the new hospital was 
prepared, and several buildings were designed and built. Under McDougall, several more 
buildings were built and work under the original plan was completed. Under Boyd, there was 

substantial expansion beyond the original plan. 

Under George Sellon (ca. 1883-1954), the office of the State Architect was no larger than many 
private architectural offices; there was no separate position for an architectural designer; Agnews 

was one of the principal jobs in the office; and it seems likely that Sellon himself took an active 
hand in the design of Agnews. Sellon was praised as "a state architect who was broad enough" 
to follow the lead of Dr. Leonard Stocking in planning the hospital (Reid 1915). Under Sellon, 
the State Architect's drawings were presented with the name of his private firm, Sellon and 
Hemmings. Sellon resigned or left under pressure from State Engineer Nathaniel Ellery becau_se 
he refused to devote all of his time to the State's work (California Weekly 7 May 1909, p. 377). 
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Sellon studied architecture at the Chicago Art Institute. He came to San Francisco around the time 

of the 1906 earthquake, worked for the state in the aftermath of the disaster, and was appointed 

State Architect at the age of 24. After leaving the position, he practiced for many years in 

Sacramento. He designed commercial and office buildings and over 100 schools (Sacramento Bee 
14 October 1954, p. 8). 

Under George McDougall the office of the State Architect grew; there were many more projects 

in the office; there was a separate position for an architectural designer; and it seems likely that 

McDougall himself had a role at Agnews which was largely administrative in nature. 

McDougall's architectural designers were Charles F. Dean, L.B. Miller, and P.T. Poage. A 

history of the hospital stated, 

"Dr. Stocking had the support and the cooperation of George B. 
McDougall, then and now State Architect, in carrying out his plans 
. . . It is to the credit of the State of California that the doctor was 
given every possible support and that the State Architect did not 
hamper him in carrying out his plans (Anonymous 1988). 

George McDougall began practicing with his father, Barnett McDougall, and his brothers Charles 

C. and Benjamin G. in the 1890s. As State Architect for 25 years, during a period when 

· California's population and economy grew enormously and when the role of the State in public 

affairs expanded far beyond its place in the 19th century, McDougall oversaw the largest 

production of any architectural office in California. Among projects built under his name were 

a teachers' college in San Diego (1935); the Whittier State School (1923); buildings at the School 
for Girls in Ventura, the Home for the Adult Blind in Oakland, and the State Normal School in 

Santa Barbara; buildings for the Port of San Francisco including the Agriculture Building and the 
piers and pier bulkhead buildings along the Embarcadero; and buildings at several state hospitals 

including Napa, Patton, Norwalk, and Agnews. McDougall's work as State Architect was the 

subject of numerous articles in regional and national architectural periodicals including a two-part 

article in the American Architect and Building News in 1919. At Agnews, McDougall was 

responsible for several buildings designated in the original plan, and for several physicians' 

residences. 

Under Anson Boyd, State Architect for 22 years, several physicians' residences were built and the 

major expansion east of the original campus was built. 
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Agnews State Hospital was established as the third state hospital for the mentally ill in California. 

The legislature provided $250,000 on 9 March 1885 for a new hospital to relieve crowding at the 

hospitals at Stockton and Napa. The hospital was to be built in Santa Clara County across the 
Southern Pacific Railroad line from the small town of Agnew. It was built on 276 acres of flat 

farmland served by artesian wells, bought from Abraham Agnews. Construction was begun under 

contracts dated July 1886. The first patients were transferred from the Stockton Insane Asylum 

on 26 November 1888 (Hurd 1916, p. 36; Norling 1981, p. 1; Agnews State Hospital 1931). As 

built, the hospital was a tall 3 1/2 story, brick building over a high basement, with a central 

administration wing, and tower flanked by wards for men and women. It was a large building, 

750 feet long and 330 feet deep at the center. It was built to standards of the day for hospitals with 

accommodations for light and air, and towers for heating and ventilation (San Jose Mercury 1895, 

p. 288). 

The institution was first called the California Hospital for the Chronic Insane and was to house 

patients considered incurable who were transferred from the other state hospitals. On 11 March 

1889, only three and a half months after it opened, the name was changed to the State Insane 

Asylum at Agnew and redesignated to serve all mental patients. In 1897, all state hospitals were 

placed under the newly created Commission on Lunacy and were renamed. Agnews became 

Agnews State Hospital (Agnews State Hospital 1931). Between 1897 and 1906, four cottages were 

built to relieve congestion in the main building; this also reflected new attitudes toward the care 

and housing of patients. 

Beginning in 1888, Agnews was controlled by a Board of Managers appointed by the Governor. 

The Board of Managers hired the superintendent who was the chief administrator and medical 

officer of the hospital. Except for the second superintendent, Dr. F.W. Hatch (called Medical 

Director), who played an important role at the State level, little is known about the earliest 

superintendents or their role in developing facilities. The fifth superintendent, Leonard Stocking, 

played a leading role in developing the new hospital after 1906, and was widely known for his 

work at Agnews (Hurd 1916, pp. 36-39). 

1906 EARTHQUAKE AND ITS AFTERMATH 

On 18 April 1906, Agnews State Hospital was severely damaged by an earthquake. One hundred 

and twelve people were killed including 101 patients and 11 employees, and many more were 

injured. This was the site of the single greatest loss of life in that earthquake. According to the 

report of Dr. Stocking: 
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Never before in the history of the world has an institution of this character 
sustained a catastrophe of such magnitude, nor ever before has such a serious 
condition had to be met by the management of a hospital of this kind. In one 
minute's time every single department of this hospital was rendered useless and we 
had in our care 1073 patients - dead, wounded, or well and active - without a 
single provision or resource thought necessary for the care of such people. The 
matter of rescue, of burial, or surgical aid, of care, of food and water, of shelter, 
of sanitary conditions and other problems; all had to be met and solved. It would 
have been thought impossible, and yet has been done without any unfavorable 
incident (Stocking 9 May 1906, p. 8). 

According to several reports, every building except possibly the power house was damaged 

beyond repair. A Los Angeles architect referred to only as Hudson was hired by the Commission 

on Lunacy to inspect the ruins. According to the newspaper on 4 May 1906, "he declared that 

absolutely every building was irreparably ruined" and recommended "the speedy erection of 

cottages to accommodate the patients until modern structures, not as high as formerly and as near 

fire and earthquake proof as possible, can be erected by the State" (San Francisco Call 4 May 

1906, p. 7). Tents had been erected the first night (Stocking 9 May 1906, p. 4), and temporary 

barracks designed by architect Frank D. Wolfe were already under construction (Montgomery 

1906). 

Although the earthquake was a terrible tragedy, the opportunity it provided to create a new facility 

in keeping with new ideas about care of the mentally ill was seen immediately. W.A. Gates, 

Secretary of the State Board of Charities and Corrections, wrote to the Board of Managers as 

follows: 

"We have here an opportunity to build a model insane institution on 
modern lines. We should, in rebuilding Agnews, it seems to us, 
endeavor to get the best that is to be had for the care of the insane. 
Our Board especially desires that more importance be given to the 
question of the treatment of the acute insane than to the care of the 
chronic and demented." (California State Commission on Lunacy 
1906, p. 59). The Commission on Lunacy stated that money 
requested from the legislature should be "wisely and judiciously 
spent . . . and not for ornamentation." (State Commission on 
Lunacy 1906, p. lOA). 

These ideas corresponded with those of Dr. Stocking who hoped to provide for "the care and 

active treatment of the acute and curable" and for "original research which may lead to more 

knowledge and more successful treatment." (Stocking 1906, p. 13). These ideas displayed the 

strong relationship that was perceived between the design of the new hospital and the treatment 

to be provided; a basis for design in science and medical theory; and a new direction in patient 
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care. Whereas the five existing State hospitals, all built before 1894, were built in an era when 
mental patients were confined but offered little in the way of treatment, planning for the new 

hospital at Agnews was begun with the intention of providing facilities to treat acute patients who 
could be cured and released back into society. 

THE NEW HOSPITAL (Post-1906) 

Before the actual planning began, Dr. Stocking made a tour of mental hospitals in the east and 

midwest, to gather ideas. He reported that he saw no satisfactory models (Reid 1915, p. 2). 
Stocking himself prepared drawings for the overall plan and individual buildings with the 
assistance of the State Architect, George C. Sellon. A presentation drawing published in the 

California Blue Book of 1907 (Curry 1907, p. 139) shows the ideas of Stocking and the others. 
In contrast to the centralized 19th-century hospital, with large brick buildings "constructed," 
according to one observer, "with a view to housing the largest number of inmates at the least 

possible expense" (Reid 1915, p. 1), the "Proposed New Agnews State Hospital" was designed 
to treat patients in a humane way, based on scientific research. It would be a decentralized facility 

with small, two-story, concrete buildings arranged in a campus-like setting. Reinforced concrete 

buildings would be sanitary, as well as fire and earthquake proof. The dispersed arrangement 

would expose patients in each building to light, air, and green plants, which were considered 

therapeutic. With many small buildings, it would be possible to design specialized quarters for 
a variety of purposes and to segregate patients classified in different ways (e.g., men, women, 
chronic, acute, demented, violent and disturbed, or convalescing). Among the goals in the design 
of the new hospital was to create a "homelike" atmosphere and to provide facilities for scientific 

therapies including hydro-electro, sero, and ergo therapy (Reid 1915, p. 1). 

The Stocking-Sellon plan of 1907 was adopted with some modifications, and implementation began 

with construction of about a dozen buildings between the approval of plans in 1907 and 1909. 

Until the new buildings were completed, temporary structures were needed, and before the new 

buildings could be built, the old hospital had to be wrecked and the debris removed. A group of 
cottages built northeast of the main group (on the site of Building 222 today), which stood until 

the early 1950s, appears to have been built for temporary earthquake relief. Among the temporary 

structures were a building for 300 women patients with a patients' dining room finished three 

weeks after the earthquake; a building for 600 men finished in six weeks; and facilities for 

administrative offices, general storage, steward's office, drug room, laboratory, sewing room, 
matron's storeroom, kitchen, and employees' dining room in eight weeks. The old power house, 

containing the boiler and engine rooms, and the electric lighting plant were being repaired after 
eight weeks. At that point, a few foundations were considered reusable for new buildings 

(Stocking 1906, p. 13). 
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The original Stocking-Sellon plan of 1907 was implemented with some modifications. As 

presented in Sell on' s sketch of 1907, the main hospital buildings were placed around a central 

green area oriented northwest-southeast. This was approached by a perpendicular main drive from 
the direction of the railroad station and the town of Agnew that culminated at a building with a 

tower at the center of the group. Behind the main group was a cluster of service buildings. 
Diagonal streets leading away from the main group to the north and east provided additional space, 
perhaps for purposes requiring isolation and for expansion. 

The principal modification of this plan occurred as the first permanent new buildings were being 

built and was illustrated in 1915 (Western Architect 1915). Whereas the 1907 sketch showed a 

central green enlarged at either end with buildings placed around each end, as modified by 1915, 

the central green was rectangular in shape, and the buildings at either end were brought slightly 

toward the center. The earlier plan emphasized the separateness of each end, devoted to male and 

female patients. The modified plan was more focused on the central space. In addition, by 1915, 
the plan was modified by replacing the eastward diagonal street with streets in a grid-like 
relationship to the main grouping. 

During the first phase of construction, a controversy arose over the quality of construction of 
"Receiving Building No. 1" (now Building 3). Union members of the Building Trades Council 

accused the open shop contractor, F.O. Engstrom, of incompetent and dishonest construction 
methods. Well-publicized hearings in January and February 1909 included testimony by the State 

Engineer and the State Architect; Henry A. Schulze, a distinguished San Francisco architect 

engaged by the Building Trades Council; the contractor; and several engineers (including the head 

of the Structural Engineering Department at Stanford), all of whom conducted tests on the 

building. The general conclusion reached was that the building was properly and well constructed 

(San Francisco Call 1909). 

About the time that Sellon left the position of State Architect in May 1909, the first phase of 
construction was drawing to a close. In 1913, under a new State Architect, George B. 
McDougall, construction resumed, proceeding in several phases. In 1916-1917, several brick 

service buildings in the 200 area were rehabilitated. By 1918, several buildings were added to the 

main group and the service area was either built or rebuilt. In the mid-1920s, several buildings 

were added including some which were not indicated on earlier plans. These included several 

physician's residences in the southwest corner of the grounds and Buildings 34, 110, and 110A, 

all of which were in the spirit of the original 1907 plan both visually and in the purposes they 

served. In purpose, Building 34, the "Women's Industrial Building," provided facilities for an 

existing treatment, occupational therapy; Building 110 provided housing for male employees; and 
Building 110A provided garage space for employees. The physician's residences were in the 
vicinity of the superintendent's residence, which was among the first buildings erected at the new 

hospital. In 1938, hydrotherapy wings were added to the two receiving buildings. These 
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additions were designed in harmony with the main hospital and were in keeping with the focus at 
Agnews on treatment of patients at a time when conditions in state hospitals were deteriorating. 

During the years when Dr. Stocking was superintendent (1904 to 1931) and George McDougall 
was State Architect (1913 to 1938), Agnews as a hospital and as a physical facility was lavishly 
praised. In 1915, an article in Modem Hospital stated that a progressive approach at Agnews "has 
doubtless been carried out more successfully than in any hospital of its kind in the United States 
and possibly in the world" (Reid 1915, p. 1). In the same year, an article in Western Architect 
began, "In searching for a typical hospital planned for the care of the insane Agnews State 
Hospital at Agnew, California, has been selected for illustration" and called Agnews "a plant of 
exceptional plan and interesting design" (Western Architect 1915). In 1916, a survey of mental 
hospitals in the United States and Canada called Agnews "an advanced and modern mental 
hospital," primarily for its minimum of patient restraints (Hurd 1916, p. 39). All restraints were 
subsequently abandoned, and, in 1928, Agnews was called "the most modern in the United States 
if not in the world" (Cerwin 1928). 

Under Dr. Stocking, continuous efforts at improvement were made. In 1926, a nearby property 
of 426 acres (now known as the east campus) was purchased. At his death in 1931, a new hospital 
including "Colony" buildings for comfortable care of the chronic insane were under construction 
on the east campus following Stocking's ideas. Construction of additional facilities on the original 
campus, primarily the residences of physicians, continued in the spirit of Stocking's plans until 
1941. At the same time, changes were begun in the 1930s which represented new directions in 
the care of mental patients and at Agnews in particular. Stocking's successor reinstituted physical 
restraint, and in the late 1930s, community facilities were established for treatment of patients 
outside of the hospital setting (Anonymous 1988). 

In the 1930s and 1940s, the State Hospitals in general, including Agnews, suffered from 
overcrowding. A 1946 article in the San Francisco News (October 1946) on conditions in the 
State Hospitals singled out Agnews as the only state hospital with extensive treatment facilities; 
but noted that even Agnews was severely overcrowded. Photographs accompanying the article 

showed beds in hallways and reception areas at Agnews. In 1948-1950, to relieve this 
overcrowding, three, large, new wards (Buildings 22, 24, and 25) were built in a new area east 
of the original hospital. This new area differed in scale, purpose, and appearance from the 
original hospital. Whereas the earlier buildings were in an eclectic style based on Arts and Crafts 
and northern European models, the additions of the late 1940s were Spanish Colonial Revival in 
style. 

In the 1950s, there was some modernization, especially of service buildings, but the campus 
retained its overall appearance. In 1966, a substantial part of Agnews was given over to treatment 
of mentally retarded patients. In 1971, the entire campus was devoted to the mentally retarded. 
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After 1969, when a State Supreme Court decision effectively prohibited patients from working on 
the farm, the use of the farm and orchards as part of the treatment ended. 

In 1998, the site was purchased by Sun Microsystems. Agnews was closed in 1998 and all 
buildings and features - except for Buildings 1, 2, 30, and 100 and Palm Drive - were 
demolished. New buildings to house facilities for Sun Microsystems were under construction on 
the Agnews site in the winter of 2000. 

PART IV: PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE 

PLAN 

Since Agnews State Hospital was first opened in 1888, the main hospital buildings were centrally 

located in the southwest quadrant of the property, with a buffer of land and vegetation between 
the buildings and the public roads. The main entrance was always from Lafayette Road along 
Palm Drive. For both the old hospital (1888 to 1906) and the new hospital (begun in 1907), Palm 
Drive approached the main hospital on axis with a central tower. Behind the main hospital there 
were always service buildings (e.g., power plant, laundry) and room for expansion of resiqential 
and treatment facilities. Around this clustering of buildings there was open land used for 
agriculture and recreation. 

PLANNING 

Agnews, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation in 1994, was an 

overlay of at least four principal periods of planning: the original hospital (1888 to 1906); the new 
hospital (1907 to 1941); additions of 1948-1950; and conversion of the farm area after 1969. 
From the initial establishment of the hospital to 1906, Palm Drive and Lickmill Road survived. 
In addition, other features survived at least in a general way: the function of Palm Drive as the 
principal public entrance to the hospital; the relationship of Palm Drive to the main hospital; the 
location of service buildings behind the main hospital; the location of farm buildings northwest 

of the main hospital; and open land. 

The earthquake of 1906 severely damaged the original hospital structures and resulted in the 

demolition of the original hospital and planning and construction of a new hospital. The period 
of establishment and development of the new hospital ( 1907 to 1941) created the principal part of 

the hospital that existed was in place at the time of the field survey for the National Register 
evaluation in 1994. The period of establishment and development of the new hospital consisted 

of the Stocking-Sellon plan of 1907, as modified (shown in Reid 1915); build-out of the plan (1907 
to 1926); and expansion in the spirit of the original plan (1921 to 1941). 
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The modified Stocking-Sellon Plan was described succinctly in 1915 (Reid, 1915, pp. 2-3), as 
follows: 

In the center of the group of buildings is the hospital group, which consists of the treatment 
building, flanked on either side by the male and female receiving buildings. In the 
treatment building are a receiving room for patients, a reception room for visitors, the 
office of the medical staff and the superintendent of nurses, the male and female 
hydrotherapeutic departments, three large, well equipped laboratories, the dispensary, 

operating rooms, dental office, ear, eye, nose and throat room, photographic gallery, and 

psychological laboratory. On either side, and connected with the treatment building, are 
the male and female receiving buildings, with four wards each. 

In the rear, and connected with the hospital. group by arcades, is the domestic group, 
comprised of dining rooms for officers and employees, the kitchen, bakery, refrigerating 
plant and commissary departments, all connected by arcades. The kitchen is centrally 
located, and from it run service walks to all the surrounding cottages. 

In the rear of the domestic group are the power and heating plants, the laundry and shops. 

On either side of the hospital group are the cottages for the better class of patients, and in 
the rear those for the demented and noisy. 

Situated near the entrance to the grounds is the administration building, which -is not 
connected with the hospital proper. Here the offices of all the different business 
departments are concentrated. Opposite the administration building is the social center. 
This includes an assembly hall with a large, well equipped stage, club rooms, card, 
billiard, pool, reading and serving rooms, also a banquet hall equipped with dishes and 
utensils for serving refreshments. 

Every ward is equipped with a tub and shower bath. Each one of the wards in the 

receiving buildings has two continuous bath tubs. In the entire hospital there is not a 

basement room. Every room is well lighted, well heated, and well ventilated. There are 
no dark corners and no dust catchers. Everywhere are flush panel doors, round corners 
and coves. Every ward has a porch so situated as to exclude neither light nor air from the 
ward. Every dormitory has cross ventilation windows on both sides. Every sleeping room 
has sunshine and every dining room has windows on two, and most of them on three sides. 
The laboratories, operating and special treatment rooms and photographic gallery are on 

the north side. 
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No two of the cottages are alike. Each one was specially designed for a particular class 

of patients and designed and equipped so as to best fulfil its purpose. Those for the better 

class of patients are designed to furnish the maximum amount of privacy, freedom and 

change. Those for the more demented class are designed so that supervision is made easy. 

This plan combined elements of City Beautiful planning, Garden City planning, and scientific 
hospital planning. 

At the same time that the modified plan was in the process of being realized, it was also being 

expanded. The construction of residences for physicians (date) in the area south of Palm Drive 

was a major part of the expanded plan. 

In the period 1948 to 1950, additions were made to the hospital to relieve overcrowding. The 

principal addition was the group of three, large, residential buildings east of the existing hospital 

within what is now called Horseshoe Drive. 

After 1969 when a state Supreme Court decision effectively prohibited patients from working on 

the farm, the farm was transformed both for different kinds of agriculture and for completely new 

uses. A hog raising operation was established and subsequently closed. New metal sheds were 
. built for rebuilt utilities and maintenance functions. Orchards were removed and fields now lie 
fallow. The Flying Club was built in the area of orchards at the northeast corner of the property. 

BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES 

Buildings and structures at Agnews can be categorized according to typical structure and 

appearance. Before discussing each building, these categories are described below: 

New Hospital, Main Buildings 

The buildings built after 1906 and located around the central green of the new hospital were 

designed in an eclectic style that drew on elements of Gothic, Renaissance, Mission, Arts and 

Crafts, and northern European vernacular architecture. The walls of the reinforced concrete 

buildings are stuccoed smooth under red tile roofs. Interior walls are of plastered hollow clay tile. 
Some windows, doorways, spandrels, and eaves are embellished with decorative brick and tile 

work. Porches, balconies, arcades and eaves are formed in dark wood, some of it heavy timbers 

and some of it carved or appearing to be hand hewn. Floor joints in exterior wood balconies were 

leaded. 

New Hospital, Seryice Buildings 
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The service buildings of the main hospital, located behind the main hospital, are simpler in 
appearance than the main hospital buildings. The power plant, laundry, and carpenter shop are 
brick buildings with stucco walls and red tile roofs. Although all the documents on the 1906 
earthquake state that every building except the power plant was damaged beyond repair, several 
of these buildings appear to retain 19th century walls. The appearance of walls on the inside and 
the narrow dimensions of windows in segmented arch openings are typically associated with 19th 
century construction. These buildings harmonize in appearance with the main buildings but are 
given no special embellishments of their own. 

Post World \Var II Expansion 

Several buildings from the period 1946 to 1950 are in the Spanish Colonial Revival Style with 
white stucco walls and red tile roofs. These are compatible with the main hospital but are different 
in style. 

Pre-1941 Utilitarian Structures 

Structures such as the water tower and fuel tanks are utilitarian in appearance . 

. Wood Farm Structures 

Several wood farm structures date from 1906 to 1950 according to hospital records. The working 

buildings are simple wood structures clad in standard types of siding. 

Farm Residences 

Two wood residences in the farm area were built for farm managers. 

Physicians' Residences 

Several residences built between 1921 to 1941 for hospital physicians in the area south of Palm 

Drive are in typical residential styles of the period, including Spanish Colonial Revival and Period 

Revival. 

Post World \Var II Service Buildings 

New service buildings behind the main hospital and in the farm area are mainly of concrete, 
concrete block, and corrugated metal construction. 
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Note: The following description of buildings is based on information from several different 
sources that were compiled during different periods of Agnew's development. These sources refer 
to the buildings by various names and numbers at different times. Generally, the name/number 
of the building is based on the name/number taken from a 1994 property list - the most recent 
data available - that was in use at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation 
in 1994. The designation of the building in the original 1907 Stocking-Sellon Plan and 1915 
version of this plan is given, when applicable. In 1952, a memo was distributed that stated that 
"the growth of the institution and the expansion of the facilities and activities during the past 
several years have made it necessary to adopt a new system of identification covering all buildings 
and fa~ilities within the institution" (Robertson, 1952). This designation is also given, when 
applicable. 

The following individual building descriptions describe the buildings as they were immediately 
before the hospital was closed in 1994 and prior to the beginning of the demolition work that 
began in 1998. All buildings except for Buildings 1, 2, 30, and 100 were demolished between 
1998 and 1999. A new facility for Sun Miccorsystems was under construction on the Agnews 
site at the time of the preparation of this BABS report (winter 2000). 

Building 1 

Building 1 was originally called the "Administration Building (Building No. 2)," later the "Office 
Building," and then renamed the "Administration Building." The most recent office list of all 
buildings and structures at Agnews was done in 1994, and, at that time, Building 1 was the 
"Research and Education Building." 

Located at the northwest corner of Palm Drive and North Circle Drive facing Palm Drive, 
Building 1 was built as the principal office building for the hospital. On the ground floor were 
offices for the superintendent and other administrators, reception room, record room, telephone 
room, general library, and two fireproof vaults. Upstairs was a medical library, board room, and 
overnight facilities for the Board of Managers. Drawings by Sellon and Hemmings for Building 
1 are dated 1908. 

Building 1 is a two-story, reinforced concrete structure with stucco cladding and a red tile roof. 
The building is in an E-plan opening to the rear, with the ground floor continuing between the 
wings of the E. In design, this is a two-part composition with articulated end bays on the front 
facade. Second story end bays were designed with wooden balconies and decorative brick arches. 
The balconies have been removed. The original pattern of fenestration was complex, including 
large arched openings on the ground floor between narrow openings in the end bays; arched 
openings upstairs of different sizes on different walls; and variously patterned wood window 
framing. Most of the original window framing has been removed, and many of the window 
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openings have been partly filled in around smaller windows. The original pattern of window 

openings is still visible due to the retention of reveals. 

Building 1 was a contributing feature to the National Register eligible Agnews State Hospital West 
historic district. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual building see BABS 
No. CA-2710-A. 

Building 2 

Building 2 was built as "Building No. 20 - Assembly Hall," according to drawings by Sellon and 

Hemmings dated 1908. A newspaper article noted its opening in 1914. Later the building was 

called the "Amusement Hall" and, in 1952, it was renamed the "Assembly Hall." Built at the 

southeast corner of Palm Drive and South Circle Drive, Building 2 faces Palm Drive. This 

building was designed as a social center and included an assembly hall with a stage, club rooms, 
rooms for cards, billiards, pool, reading, and serving, and a banquet hall. 

This is a two-story-and-basement, reinforced concrete structure with stucco cladding and interior 

walls of tile and plaster. It is in two parts: a two-story section at the front with a red tile roof, 
housing club rooms and circulation spaces; and a flat roofed section at the rear for the assembly 

hall and stage. The two parts are designed differently. The front is similar to a library with 

square windows on the ground floor, paired with high arched windows upstairs. At the base of 

each arch is a wood balcony. The design is unified by horizontal bands of decorative brickwork 

at the base of the ground floor windows and under the eaves and by the extension of the arches 

at the front facade into the brickwork under the eaves. Variously patterned window frnming, 
including the elaborate double arched framing of the front arches, is largely intact. 

The rear assembly hall was originally designed as a flat-roofed composition of smooth stucco walls 
telescoping inward toward the rear. On either side of the assembly hall was a large, round arched 

window divided by concrete mullions. These windows originally flooded the assembly hall with 

natural light. This motif recalls the work of Louis Sullivan, such as the round arched window 

with vertical mullions of the National Farmer's Bank in Owatonna, Minnesota (1906-1908), and 

of Frank Lloyd Wright, such as Unity Temple in Oak Park, Illinois (1904-1906), with its smooth 

stucco walls opened up by windows with concrete mullions. The upper portions of these windows 

in Building 2 have been filled in. 

Building 2 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West 
historic district. For a written report and/ or photographs of this individual building see HABS 

No. CA-2710-B. 
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Building 3 

Building 3 was designed as "Building No. 8 - Receiving Building for Men," by Sellon and 
Hemmings in plans dated 1908. The building was later known as Wards 1, 2, 3, and 4. In 1952, 
it was renamed and called the "Male Wards" and housed Wards 1, 3, 5, and 7. In 1994, it housed 
the Program 4 Education Department. 

The Men's Receiving Building was built with four wards for men, two on each floor. Each ward 

had bedrooms, bathrooms, a lavatory, a physician's room, a dormitory, a day room in a projecting 

bay with many windows, a screen porch, and rooms for shoes, clothes, and reception. On each 

floor there was a nurses' room, dining room, and receiving pantry between the wards. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 
of the property, Building 3 was a two-story, reinforced concrete building with stucco cladding and 

a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. In plan, there were three wings to the rear and 

two projecting bays with day rooms to the front. A covered corridor linked this building to 

Building 30 (Treatment Building). In 1938, Building 31 was added to the rear. Building 3 was 

a mirror image of Building 4 (Women's Receiving). 

As built, the windows were designed in various patterns. Original windows survived in the day 

rooms and many other places. Screened porches· on either side of the front entries had been 
enclosed and windows inserted. This has been done in a way that retained the original pattern of 

fenestration by maintaining reveals. 

When this building was under construction, the contractor, F. 0. Engstrom of Los Angeles, was 

accused of poor concrete work. Well publicized hearings and examinations by various engineers 

resulted in a finding that it was well built. 

Building 3 was a contributing feature of the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West 

historic district. It was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 

individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-C. 

Building 4 

Building 4 was designed as "Building No. 10 - Receiving Building for Women," by Sellon and 

Hemmings in plans dated 1908. The building was later known as Wards A, B, C, and D. In 

1952, it was renamed and called the "Female Wards" and housed Wards 2, 4, 6, and 8. In 1994, 

Building 4 housed the El Walker Senior Center. 
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The Women's Receiving Building was built with four wards for women, two on each floor. Each 
ward had bedrooms, bathrooms, a lavatory, and physician's room, a dormitory, a day room in a 
projecting bay with many windows, a screen porch, and rooms for shoes, clothes, and reception. 
On each floor there was a nurses' room, dining room, and receiving pantry between the wards. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 
of the property, Building 4 was a two-story, reinforced concrete building with stucco cladding and 
a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. In plan, there were three wings to the rear and 
two projecting bays with day rooms to the front. A covered corridor linked this building to 

Building 30 (Treatment Building). In 1938, Building 32 was added to the rear. Building 4 was 
a mirror image of Building 3 (Men's Receiving). 

As built, the windows were designed in various patterns. Original windows survived in the day 
rooms and many other places. Screened porches on either side of the front entries had been 
enclosed and windows inserted. This was done in a way that retained the original pattern of 
fenestration by maintaining reveals. 

Building4 was a contributing feature of the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital.West 
historic district. It was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 

. individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-D. 

Building 5 

Building 5 was built according to drawings by George McDougall dated 1918 as the "Worker's 

Cottage for Men." It was built on a site designated in the 1915 plan for "Building No. 4, 
Convalescent Building - Male" and was later called the "Men's Convalescent Home." It is located 
on the northern side of North Circle Drive across from the northwest corner of the central green. 
In 1952, Building 5 was redesignated the Male Ward and housed Ward 9. In 1994, it housed Plant 
Operations. The convalescent homes were transitional buildings for patients preparing to return 
to society, and they contained kitchens and other facilities so that patients could care for 

themselves. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 5 was a two-story, reinforced concrete structure with stucco cladding and 

a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. The front was distinguished by a central, 

recessed porch with the second floor carried on heavy timbers. This building was similar in 
function and design to Building 6. 
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Building 5 was a contributing feature of the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West 

historic district. It was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 
individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-E. 

Building 6 

Building 6 was designed by Sellon and Hemmings according to drawings dated 1908. The 

drawings were accepted in 1911, and the building was finished by 1914. Building 6 was designed 

as "Building No. 18 - Convalescent Cottage for Women," and was later called the "Women's 

Convalescent Home." In 1952, it was renamed the Female Ward and housed Ward 10. In 1960, 
Building 6 was rehabbed for the Staff Training Center, and, in 1994, it functioned as the Training 
Center. 

Building 6 was located on the south side of South Circle Drive across from the southwest corner 
of the central green. The convalescent homes were transitional buildings for patients preparing 
to return to society. This convalescent home for women provided one attendant, but the patients 

did cooking, serving, and cleaning. Outside was a garden for the patients to grow vegetables and 
flowers . 

. In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 6 was a two-story-and-basement, reinforced concrete structure with 
stucco cladding and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. The front was 
distinguished by a central, recessed porch with the second floor carried on heavy timbers. This 
building was similar in function and design to Building 5. 

Building 6 was a contributing feature of the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West 

historic district. It was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 

individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-F. 

Building 7 

Building 7 was designed by Sellon and Hemmings according to drawings dated 1908 as "Building 

No. 5 - Building for Quiet and Medium (Men)." It was located at the north end of the central 

green. Building 7 originally housed Wards 5 and 6. In 1952, it was redesignated Male Wards and 

housed Wards 11 and 15. In 1994, Building 7 housed the Emergency Housing Consortium. 

In plan, Building 7 consisted of a rectangular core with an octagonal day room at either end of a 

central corridor; transverse wings with central corridors at either end of the front facade; and three 

transverse wings at the rear with two dormitories and a dining room. Off the corridors were 
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bedrooms and rooms for attendants, pantry, private dining, reception, clothes, and laundry. There 
were two porches on each floor. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 
of the property, Building 7 was a two-story-and-basement, reinforced concrete structure with 
stucco cladding and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. Its complex plan and 
varied internal functions were expressed on the exterior by patterns of fenestration and roof forms. 
Decorative wood and brickwork provided character and unity to the design. The most interesting 
visual features were the two, octagonal, day rooms with buttressed chimneys and piers, pyramidal 
and gabled roofs, and decorative wood and brickwork. Minor alterations to the exterior included 
a handicap ramp at the front, some changes to window framing, and steel stairways at the rear. 

Building 7 was a contributing feature of the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West 
historic district. It was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 
individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-G. 

Building 8 

Building 8 was designed by Sellon and Hemmings according to drawings dated 1908 as "Building 
No. 17 - Building for Quiet and Medium (Women)." It was located at the south end of the central 
green. Building 8 originally housed Wards E and F. In 1952, it was redesignated Female Wards 

and housed Wards 12 and 14. In 1994, Building 8 housed the Martinson Childcare Consortium. 

In plan, Building 8 consisted of a rectangular core with an octagonal, day room at either end of 

a central corridor; transverse wings with central corridors at either end of the front facade; and 

three transverse wings at the rear with two dormitories and a dining room. Off the corridors were 
bedrooms, rooms for attendants, pantry, private dining, reception, clothes, and laundry. There 

were two porches on each floor. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 
of the property, Building 8 was a two-story-and-basement, reinforced concrete structure with 
stucco cladding and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. Its complex plan and 

varied internal functions were expressed on the exterior by patterns of fenestration and roof forms. 

Decorative wood and brickwork provided character and unity to the design. The most interesting 

visual features were the two, octagonal, day rooms with buttressed chimneys and piers, pyramidal 
and gabled roofs, and decorative wood and brickwork. Minor alterations to the exterior included 

a handicap ramp at the front, some changes to window framing, and steel stairways at the rear. 
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Building 8 was a contributing feature of the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West 
historic district. It was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 
individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-H. 

Building 9 

Building 9 was designed by Sellon and Hemmings in 1907 as Building No. 6, Infirm Building -
Male, housing Ward 7. In 1952, it was redesignated Male Ward, and housed Ward 17. In 1994, 
Building 9 housed the Valley Learning Center. Building 9 was located on the northern side of 
North Circle Drive across from the northeast corner of the central green. It was similar to 
Building 10, located at the southeast corner of the central green. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 
of the property, Building 9 was a one-story, reinforced concrete structure with stucco cladding and 
a gabled, red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. It was in a T- plan, with the stem of 
the Tat the rear and a five-sided, bay-windowed, day room in the center of the front facade. As 
built, the front on either side of the day room was an open arcade. The arches had been filled in 
and aluminum windows inserted. This had been done in a way that retained the rhythm of the 
original fenestration by leaving reveals in each arch. Other windows remained intact. A handicap 
ramp had been added along the rear stem. 

Building 9 was a contributing feature of the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West 
historic district. It was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 
individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-I. 

Building 10 

Building 10 was designed by Sellon and Hemmings in 1907 as "Building No. 16, Infirm Building -
Female." It was to be built at the southeast corner of the central green. Although designed at the 
time of the original construction of the hospital to be a pair with Building 9 (Infirm Building -

Men), current records show that it was not built until 1926. As the "Infirm Building for Women," 

it housed Ward G. In 1952, Building 9 was redesignated Female Ward, and housed Ward 16. 

In 1994, it housed the Barbara Hunter Center. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 
of the property, Building 10 was a one-story, reinforced concrete structure with stucco cladding 
and a gabled, red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. It was in a T- plan, with the stem 
of the Tat the rear and a five-sided, bay-windowed, day room in the center of the front facade. 
As built, the front on either side of the day room was an open arcade .. The arches had been filled 
in and aluminum windows inserted. This had been done in ·a way that retains the rhythm of the 
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original fenestration by leaving reveals in each arch. Other windows remained intact. A handicap 
ramp had been added along the rear stem. 

Building 10 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 
West historic district. It was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 
individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-J. 

Building 11 

Building 11 was built on a site designated in the 1907 plan for "Building No. 7, Worker's Cottage 
- Male." However, it was built according to plans prepared in 1926 by George McDougall as 
Wards 15 and 16 and was designed as a pair with Building 12. In 1952, Building 11 was 
redesignated Male Wards, and housed Wards 19 and 21. In 1994, it housed South Bay 
Enterprises. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 
of the property, Building 11 was a two-story-and-basement, reinforced concrete structure with 
stucco cladding and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. In the original design, 
a one-story arcade across the front linked two story transverse end bays. A second story had been 
added above the arcade that substantially altered the design. 

Building 10 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 
West historic district. Building 11 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 
photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-K. 

Building 12 

Building 12 was built on a site designated in the 1907 plan for "Building No. 15, Worker's 
Cottage - Female." However, it built according to plans prepared in 1926 by George McDougall 
as Wards H and Kand was designed as a pair with Building 11. In 1952, it was redesignated 
Female Wards and housed Wards 18 and 20. In 1994, Building 12 housed Frankland School. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 12 was a two-story-and-basement, reinforced concrete structure with 
stucco cladding and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. A one-story arcade across 
the front linked two story transverse end bays. 

Building 12 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 

West historic district. Building 12 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 
photographs of this individual building see BABS No. CA-2710-L. 



AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
HABS No. CA-2710 (Page 27) 

Building 14 

Building 14 was designed as "Building No. 24, Building for Demented (Women)" according to 

drawings by Sellon and Hemmings dated 1908. Hospital records indicate that it was not built until 
1914 and that it originally housed Wards O and R. In 1952, Building 14 was renamed Female 
Wards and housed Wards 22 and 24. In 1994, it was used for storage. Building 14 was located 
on a site at the corner of A venue A and First Street that was behind the main hospital group. The 

siting of a structure in this location was not on the 1907 hospital plan but was shown in the 

modified plan published in 1915. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 14 was a two-story-and-basement, reinforced concrete structure with 

stucco cladding and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. It was in a T-shaped plan 
with the stem of T at the rear and a projecting bay at the end of the front facade. The projecting 
bay with its bands of windows housed day rooms. The exterior of the building was little altered. 

Building 14 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 

West historic district. Building 14 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 

photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-M. 

Building 15 

Building 15 was designed as "Building No. 21, Building for Demented (Men)" according to 

drawings by Sellon and Hemmings dated 1908. Hospital records indicate that it was not built until 

1926 and that it originally housed Wards 8 and 9. In 1952, it was renamed Male Wards and 

housed Wards 23 and 25. In 1994, Building 15 was occupied by the California Conservation 

Corps. It was on the south side of Fifth A venue. This diagonal street, that connects the main 

hospital core to the farms, was part of the 1907 hospital plan. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 15 was a two-story-and-basement, reinforced concrete structure with 

stucco cladding and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. It was in a T-shaped plan 

with the stem of Tat the rear and a projecting bay at the end of the front facade. The projecting 

bay with its bands of windows housed day rooms. The exterior of the building was little altered. 

Building 15 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 

West historic district. Building 15 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 

photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-N. 
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Building 16 

Building 16 was designed in 1908 by Sellon and Hemmings as "Building No. 23, Disturbed and 
Violent Building (Women)," housing Ward L. It was built in 1912. In 1952, it was renamed 
Female Ward and housed Ward 26. In 1994, Building 16 was used for storage. Building 16 was 
located on the east side of A venue A on a site behind the main hospital group. The site did not 
exist on the 1907 hospital plan but was shown in the modified plan published in 1915. This 
building was similar to Building 19 for men that housed a male ward. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 
of the property, Building 16 was a two-story, reinforced concrete building with stucco cladding 
and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. A published plan showed four bedrooms 
on the ground floor of this large building. In addition, there were originally a dining room, day 
room, smoking room, reception room, brush room, clothes room, wash room, toilet room, bath, 
pantry, and barber. Across the rear was a terrace. In 1994, the terrace had been enclosed, but 
the building appeared otherwise little altered. 

Building 16 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 
West historic district. Building 16 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 
photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-0. 

Building 17 

Building 17 was designed in 1948 by Wesley K. Daniels of the office of the State Architect as the 
"Farm Colony Ward Building," for Ward 27. Building 17 was located within the area covered 
by the 1907 and 1915 plans but on a site which was left vacant in these plans. It was located on 
the east side of Avenue A. However, Avenue A did not extend north of N Circle Drive and 
connect to Lickmill Road until the 1950s. In 1994, it housed the Police Activity League. 

The location and scale of the building was in the spirit of the early plans. The Spanish Colonial 
Revival style of the building was different from that of the early buildings but was not 
incompatible with early buildings, due to the stucco walls and red tile roofs. In 1994, at the time 
of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation of the property, 
Building 17 was a two-story, reinforced concrete building with wings forming an open courtyard. 
Interior walls were tile and plaster. 

Building 17 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 
West historic district. Building 17 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 
photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-P. 
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BuiJding 19 

Building 19 was designed in 1908 by Sellon and Hemmings as "Building No. 22, Disturbed and 

Violent Building (Men)" and housed Ward 10. In 1952, it was renamed Male Ward and housed 
Ward 29. In 1994, Building 19 was used by the California Conservation Corps. Building 19 was 
located on the south side of Fifth A venue. This diagonal street, that connected the main hospital 
core to the farm, was part of the 1907 hospital plan. Building 19 was similar to Building 16 that 
housed a women's ward. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 19 was a two-story, reinforced concrete building with stucco cladding 

and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. A published plan showed four bedrooms 

on the ground floor of this large building. In addition, there were originally a dining room, day 

room, smoking room, reception room, brush room, clothes room, wash room, toilet room, bath, 
pantry, and barber. Across the rear was a terrace. In 1994, the terrace had been enclosed, but 
the building appeared otherwise little altered. 

Building 19 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 

West historic district. Building 19 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 
photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-Q. 

Building 22 

Building 22 was designed with Buildings 24 and 25 in 1948 by P. Poage in the office of the State 

Architect. These buildings were located in a new area to the east of the old hospital. The three 

buildings were completed and landscaping was done in 1950. 

Building 22 was originally designated Unit 4. In 1952, it became Building 22, Female Wards, for 

Wards 32, 34, 36, and 38. In 1994, Building 22 was vacant. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 22 was a two-story, reinforced concrete building with stucco cladding 

and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. It was in the Spanish Colonial Revival 

style and was different from but compatible with the earlier buildings of the hospital. In scale, 

Building 22 was much bigger than the earlier buildings. It was in a generally H-plan with 

additional wings. In 1982, Building 22 was rehabbed. This rehab included a new entrance and 

new air conditioning and mechanical equipment. These changes diminished the integrity of the 

building. 

Building 22 was demolished in 1998. 
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Building 24 

Building 24 was designed with Buildings 22 and 25 in 1948 by P. Poage in the office of the State 

Architect. These buildings were located in a new area east of the old hospital. The three 

buildings were completed and landscaping was done in 1950. Building 24 was originally 

designated Unit 5. In 1952, it became Building 24, Female Wards, for Wards 40, 42, 44, and 46. 

In 1994, Building 24 was vacant. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 24 was a two-story, reinforced concrete building with stucco cladding 

and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. It was in the Spanish Colonial Revival 

style and was different from but compatible with the earlier buildings of the hospital. In scale, 

Building 24 was much bigger than the earlier buildings. It was in a generally H-plan with 

additional wings. In 1982, it was rehabbed. This rehab included a new entrance and new air 

conditioning and mechanical equipment. These changes diminished the integrity of the building. 

Building 24 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 25 

Building 25 was designed with Buildings 22 and 24.in 1948 by P. Poage in the office of the State 

Architect. These buildings were located in a new area east of the old hospital. The three 

buildings were completed and landscaping was done in 1950. Building 25 was originally 

designated Unit 6 for Wards 29, 31, 33, and 35. In 1952, it became Building 25, Male Wards, 

for Wards 31, 33, 35, and 37. In 1994, Building 25 was occupied by Creekside Enterprises. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 25 was a two-story, reinforced concrete building with stucco cladding 

and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. It was in the Spanish Colonial Revival 

style and was different from but compatible with the earlier buildings of the hospital. In scale, 

Building 25 was much bigger than the earlier buildings. It was in a generally H-plan with 

additional wings. In 1982, it was rehabbed, including a new entrance and new air conditioning 

and mechanical equipment. These changes diminished the integrity of the building. 

Building 25 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 30 



AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
HABS No. CA-2710 (Page 31) 

Building 30 was designed in 1908 by Sellon and Hemmings as "Building No. 9, the Treatment 

Building." Later it was known as the "Medical Center." In 1994, Building 30 was called the 

"Clock Tower Building" and housed the Leonard Stocking Centennial Museum. 

Building 30 was linked by arcades to Buildings 3 and 4, the women's and men's receiving 
buildings on either side, and to Building 39, the kitchen, to the rear. It was located at the 
terminating axis to the main entry on Palm Drive. It was sited so that its main facade was visible 
from outside of the hospital grounds. It is the most visible building at Agnews to the public and 

symbolizes the hospital more than any other building. The prominence of the building also 

symbolizes the importance at this hospital of providing treatment for patients, in contrast to the 

pre-1906 facilities at Agnews and to other state hospitals where confinement prevailed over 
treatment. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 
of the property, Building 30 was a reinforced concrete building with stucco cladding and red tile 

roofs. Interior walls were tile and plaster. It was two stories (with a basement) in height except 

for a high central tower which is about five stories. It was an irregular U-shape in plan with wings 
at the rear on either side of a space originally designed as a "sunken garden." The ground floor 
was arranged with three groups of rooms reached through a corridor that is roughly parallel to the 
front. Across the front were offices, a receiving room, a visitors room, and a porch. The north 

wing housed the drug department with three laboratories and two dispensaries. 

The south wing housed the hydrotherapy department with men's and women's waiting rooms, 

dressing rooms, massage rooms, preparation rooms, and a single douche room. Upstairs, there 

were bedrooms across the front and sitting rooms in the tower and in the south corner. In the 

north wing, there was a dental office and treatment room and a surgical department with rooms 

for dressing, etherizing, sterilizing, preparation, and operating. In the south wing, there was a 
massage room, nurses' rooms, a solarium, a photographic gallery, darkrooms, an ear-eye-nose 

and throat room, an x-ray room, and a room labeled "virbrisage and electrical" for electro

therapeutic treatment. The number of upstairs floors in the tower and their function, if any, was 

unknown. There was clock machinery at the top of the tower. 

In appearance, Building 30 is unusual among the other buildings at Agnews, not only for its 

prominent siting and tower but for its pronounced asymmetry. The main facade with its hip roof, 

second story band of decorative red brickwork, and porch has horizontal lines and a shaded and 

sheltered character. In contrast, the corner, sitting room wing and the central tower project from 

the main facade, are vertical in orientation, light and smooth in color and texture, and exposed in 

character. The tower is asymmetrical with its corner stair bay and separate steep pyramidal room. 
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Ornamentation of Building 30 is typical of the other early hospital buildings with bands of 
brickwork, balconies, and buttresses. Alterations to the building include an enclosed front porch, 
removal of balconies, and some altered windows. The clock on the tower, with its four faces, 
remains intact. 

Building 30 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 
West historic district. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual building see 
HABS No. CA-2710-U. 

Building 31 

Building 31 was designed in 1938 by George McDougall as the "Hydrotherapy Wing for Men." 
In 1952, it was renamed the "Physiotherapy, Male Department," and, in 1994, it functioned as 
male employee apartments. Building 31 was built behind and adjoining Building 3. It was a two
story-and-basement, reinforced concrete, stucco-walled building with a red tile roof. Interior walls 
were tile and plaster. It was built in a T-plan. Original windows were steel sash except for glass 

block in the hydrotherapy rooms. In 1994, alterations were minor, consisting of a handicap ramp 
and a one-story, single room addition on the south side. 

Building 31 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 

West historic district. Building 31 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/ or 
photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-V. 

Building 32 

Building 32 was designed in 1938 by George McDougall as the "Hydrotherapy Wing for 
Women." In 1952, it was renamed the "Physiotherapy, Female Department," and, in 1994, it 
functioned as female employee apartments. Building 32 was built behind and adjoining Building 
4. It was a two-story-and-basement reinforced concrete, stucco walled building with a red tile 

roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. It was built in a T-plan. Original windows were steel 

sash except for glass block in the hydrotherapy rooms. In 1994, alterations were minor, consisting 

of a handicap ramp and a one-story, single room addition on the south side. 

Building 32 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 
West historic district. Building 32 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 

photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-W. 
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Building 33 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 
of the property, Building 33 was a rectangular, gable roofed structure, clad in corrugated metal 

siding. Its date of construction was unknown, but it was similar in appearance to other big sheds 
built at Agnews around 1950. It was located northeast of Building 303 at the north end of A venue 
B. Building 33 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 34 

Building 34 was designed in 1924 by George McDougall as the "Women's Industrial Building." 

It was built in 1935, apparently with some modifications, as the "Occupational Therapy Building." 

In 1952, it was renamed the "Rehabilitation Therapy Building." In 1994, it was the canteen. In 

1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 34 was a two-story, reinforced concrete, flat roofed building with stucco 

walls, rectangular windows, and arched entries. Interior walls were tile and plaster. 

Building 34 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 

West historic district. Building 34 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 
photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-X. 

Building 35 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 35 was a visitors' toilet that was built in 1950. It was located on the 

west side of A venue B near foot of driveway between Buildings 22 and 24. Building 35 was 

demolished in 1998. See HABS No. CA"'."2710-BF for view. 

Building 36 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 36 was a visitors' toilet that was built in 1950. It was located near the 

southwest corner of Building 25. Building 36 was demolished in 1998. See HABS No. CA-2710-

AL for view. 

Building 37 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation 

of the property, Building 37 was ~ visitors' toilet that was built in 1950. It was located near the 

northwest corner of Building 25. Building 37 was demolished· in 1998. 
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Building 38 

The building now designated as Building 38 was originally designed as three separate buildings 
in 1908 by Sellon and Hemmings. These were, from south to north, Building No. 14 (bakery); 
Building No. 12 (kitchen); and Building No. 13 (commissary). Over the years, the buildings have 
been joined by a series of additions into a single, irregular structure. Major additions and 
remodelings took place in 1926 and 1958. In the 1950s, it was known as the "Rehabilitation 
Building." In 1994, it housed the Gymnasium, Resident Library, and Rehab Supply. 

Of the three original parts of Building 38, the kitchen (now the gymnasium) was directly behind 
Building 39 (Dining Hall) and Building 30 (Treatment Building). This was flanked on the north 
by the commissary and on the south by the bakery. All were two-story-and-basement, reinforced 
concrete buildings with the design of principal facades along A venue A based on a triumphal arch 
with a large central arched doorway. The central kitchen building had a hipped, red tile roof with 
a central gabled parapet. The flanking buildings each had a lower central gabled parapet and a flat 
roof reflecting a glazed monitor. A series of plain, flat roofed, one-story structures joined the 
three major buildings. In these changes, the major buildings retain a presence as individual 
structures. The walls were clad in stucco. The central building has been spray coated, perhaps 

. for waterproofing. Interior partitions, which largely date from later uses of the building, are of 
wood studs with gyp board and plaster. The central building was linked to Building 39 by a 
covered corridor with a red tile roof. 

Building 38 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 
West historic district. Building 38 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 
photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-Y. 

Building 39 

Building 39 was designated "Building 11 - Dining Hall" on the 1915 plan. Plans for the building 
were prepared in 1907 and 1908. It was remodeled in 1926 and again, in 1958, when it was 

remodeled as a "Medical Office Building and Student Nurses Quarters." 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation, Building 39 was the 
Trust Office. It was located between the Treatment Building and the kitchen and was linked to 
the kitchen by a covered corridor. It was a two-story, reinforced concrete structure with stucco 
cladding and a hip roof. Interior partitions were of wood studs covered in gyp board. It was in 
a slight H-plan with an enclosed arcade between the wings on the kitchen side and a shed roofed 
porch on the hospital side. In design, this was a two part composition with a high, rough textural, 
arcaded base and a smooth walled second floor, sheltered by overhanging eaves on paired wood 
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brackets. There were small decorative iron balconies in the second story. Minor alterations 
included a handicap ramp on the hospital side. 

Building 39 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 
West historic district. Building 39 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 
photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-Z. 

Building 40 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation, Building 40 was a 
small rectangular structure built of concrete block that houses the emergency generator for the 
hospital. This building replaced an earlier one built in 1931. The date of construction is unknown 
but appears to be since 1960. Building 40 was a non-contributing feature to the NRHP-eligible 
Agnews State Hospital West historic district. Building 40 was demolished in 1998. See HABS 
No. CA-2710-AN for view. 

Building 45 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation, Building 45 was a 
. visitors toilet that was built in 1950. It is located in the center of Parkway South. Building 45 was 

a non-contributing feature to the NRHP-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 
Building 45 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 47 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation, Building 47 is a 

visitors toilet that was built in 1950. It is located in the center of Parkway North. Building 47 
was a non-contributing feature to the NRHP-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 47 was demolished in 1998. See HABS No. CA-2710-AX for view. 

Building 100 

Building 100 was designed as "Building No. 1 - Superintendent's Residence" in 1907 by Sellon 
and Hemmings. Plans for the building were approved in 1908. It was completed by 1915. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation, Building 100 
remained a staff residence for the hospital. It is located on the north side of Palm Drive, set back 
from the street, and visually separated from the entry corridor by the palms and elm trees that line 

either side of Palm Drive. It is approached by a curving driveway off of Palm Drive. 
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The main part of the house is a rectangular, two-story, reinforced concrete structure with a red 

tiled hip roof. There is a central, gabled, entrance porch, a one-story extension to the rear, a 
porte cochere on the east, and a small, unobtrusive, one-story addition on the west. In style, the 

house is a blend of Mission, Arts and Crafts, and contemporary suburban Chicago house design. 
The latter shows the influence of the Renaissance palazzo in its fenestration and symmetry and 
Frank Lloyd Wright in window framing, the high second story established by overhanging eaves, 
and bands around the upper parts of the windows. 

This house served as the residence of Leonard Stocking and his successors as superintendent. It 

also provided overnight quarters for several governors who visited Agnews as part of their official 

duties. The house is little altered and retains a high degree of integrity. 

Building 100 is one of the four buildings from the Agnews State Hospital West historic district that 

remain in place as part of the Sun Microsystem 's new facility. For a written report and/ or 
photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-AA. 

Building 100A 

Building 1 OOA is a one-story, stucco-clad garage that according to hospital records was built in 
1907. This structure appears to have been enlarged and remodeled, and now has the appearance 

of a post WWII building. In 1952, this structure was an employee garage. It continued to be used 

as a garage in 1994. 

Building 1 OOA was a contributing feature to the Agnews State Hospital historic district. For a 

view on this building see HABS No. CA-2710-AB. 

Building 101 

Buildings 101 and 102 were designed in 1920 by the State Architect under George McDougall as 
"Two Physicians' Cottages." In 1952, Building 101 was designated a Staff Residence for the 

Assistant Superintendent of business services. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 101 was still in use as a residence. It was a two-story, wood frame, stucco-clad 

house with a hip roof. Interior walls were wood and plaster. Building 101 was located on the 

south side of Palm Drive. Although it faced Palm Drive, Building 101 was visually separated 

from the entry corridor by the palms and elm trees that line either side of Palm Drive. Building 

101 was not shown on the 1907 or 1915 plans of the hospital but represents an expansion of the 

early plan in keeping with its spirit. The building appeared to have been enlarged with the 
addition of a wing. The house remained a simple design that might have been called Spanish in 
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style. Before the addition of the wing, its facade was symmetrical. The house was characterized 

by stucco walls, a shed entry porch, and a central chimney. Building 101 was a contributing 

feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 101 was moved off site in 1998. For a view on this building see HABS No. CA-2710-
AC. 

Building 102 

Buildings 101 and 102 were designed in 1920 by the State Architect under George McDougall as 

"Two Physicians' Cottages." In 1952, Building 102 was designated a Staff Residence for the 
Assistant Superintendent, Medical. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 102 waas still in use as a residence. It was a two-story, wood-frame, stucco

clad house with a hip roof. Interior walls were wood and plaster. Building 102 was located on 

the south side of Palm Drive, and, although, it faced Palm Drive, it was visually separated from 

the entry corridor by the palms and elm trees that line either side of Palm Drive. It was not .shown 

on the 1907 or 1915 plans of the hospital but represents an expansion of the early plan in keeping 

with its spirit. The building appears to have been enlarged with the addition of a wing. The house 

remained a simple design that might have been called Spanish in style. Before the addition of the 

wing, its facade was symmetrical, and the house was characterized by stucco walls, a shed entry 
porch, and a central chimney. Building 102 was a contributing feature to the National Register

eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 102 was moved off site in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 

individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-AE. 

Building 103 

Buildings 103, 104 and 105 were designed in 1930 by the State Architect designer W.K. Daniels 

on a drawing labeled "Physician's Cottage #5." In 1952, Building 103 was designated a "Staff 

Residence." 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 103 was still in use as a residence. It was a two-story, wood-frame, stucco-clad 

house with a hip roof. Interior walls were wood and plaster. Building 103 was located on the 

south side of Palm Drive, and, although, it faced Palm Drive, Building 103 was visually separated 

from the entry corridor by the palms and elm trees that line either side of Palm Drive. It was not 

shown on the 1907 or 1915 plans of the hospital but represents an expansion of the early plan in 
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keeping with its spirit. The house was a simple design that might have been called Spanish in 
style. Features included a symmetrical facade, stucco walls, a shed entry porch, and an end 

chimney. Building 103 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State 
Hospital West historic district. 

Building 103 was moved off site in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 
individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-AF. 

Building 104 

Buildings 103, 104 and 105 were designed in 1930 by the State Architect designer W.K. Daniels 

on a drawing labeled "Physician's' Cottage #5." In 1952, Building 104 was designated a "Staff 

Residence." 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 104 was still in use as a residence. It was a two-story, wood-frame, stucco-clad 

house with a hip roof. Interior walls were wood and plaster. Building 104 was located on the 
south side of Palm Drive, set back slightly from the first row of houses (Buildings 101, 102, 103). 
It was not shown on the 1907 or 1915 plans of the hospital but represents an expansion of the early 
plan in keeping with its spirit. The house was a simple design that might have been called Spanish 

in style. Features included a symmetrical facade, ·stucco walls, a shed entry porch, and an end 

chimney. Building 104 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State 

Hospital West historic district. 

Building 104 was moved off site in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 

individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-AG. 

Building 104A 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 104A is a flat-roofed, stucco-clad garage built in 1940. It was built ten years 

after Building 104, a physician's residence to which it is attached, and it was in the same style. 

Building 104A was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 

West historic district. 

Building 104A was demolished in 1998. For a view of this building see HABS No. CA-2710-AH. 
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Building 105 

Buildings 103, 104 and 105 were designed in 1930 by the State Architect designer W.K. Daniels 

on a drawing labeled "Physician's' Cottage #5." In 1952, Building 105 was designated a Staff 
Residence. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 105 was still in use as a residence. It was a two-story, wood-frame, stucco-clad 

house with a hip roof. Interior walls were wood and plaster. It was located on the south side of 

Palm Drive at the end of Portal Lane. It was not shown on the 1907 or 1915 plans of the hospital 

but represents an expansion of the early plan in keeping with its spirit. The house was a simple 

design that might have been called Spanish in style. Features included a symmetrical facade, 
stucco walls, a shed entry porch, and an end chimney. Building 105 was a contributing feature 

to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 105 was moved off site in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 

individual building see BABS No. CA-2710-AI. 

Building 105A 

Building 105A is a garage built in 1946. Building 105A was demolished in 1998. For a view of 

this building see HABS No. CA-2710-AJ. 

Building 106 

Building 106 was designed by the State Architect designer W.K. Daniels in 1934 as an "Assistant 

Physician's Cottage." In 1952, it was designated a staff residence. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 106 remained in use as a residence. It was located on the south side of Palm 

Drive at the end of Portal Lane. Building 106 was not shown on the 1907 or 1915 plans of the 

hospital but represents an expansion of the early plan in keeping with its spirit. Building 106 was 

a one-story, wood-frame structure with stucco walls and a red tile roof. Interior walls were wood 

and plaster. It was in the Spanish Colonial Revival Style. Building 106 was a contributing 

feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 106 was moved off site in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 

individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-AK. 
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Building 106A 

Building 106A was a garage built in 1934. Building 106 was demolished in 1998. For a view of 
this building see HABS No. CA-2710-AL. 

Building 107 

Building 107 was designed by the State Architect designer W.K. Daniels in 1941 as one of "Three 

Physicians Cottages" (the other two were in the east campus). In 1952, it was designated a staff 
residence. 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 107 remained in use as a residence. Building 107 was set back behind Building 

104 and faces the south side of Palm Drive. It was not shown on the 1907 or 1915 plans of the 

hospital but represents an expansion of the early planin keeping with its spirit. Building 107 was 

a one-story- and-basement, wood-frame structure with stucco walls. Interior walls were wood and 

plaster. Building 107 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State 
Hospital West historic district. 

Building 107 was moved off site in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 
individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-AM. 

Building 107 A 

Building 107 A is a garage built in 1934 and was a contributing feature to the National Register

eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. Building 107A was demolished in 1998. 

For a view of this building see HABS No. CA-2710-AN. 

Building 108 

Building 108 was designed in 1914 by the State Architect under George McDougall as "Building 

No. 19, Nurses Home, Female." It was located on the west side of South Circle Drive facing the 

central green. In 1952, Building 108 was designated "Employee Building." 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 108 was occupied by Area Board VII. Building 108 was a two-story, reinforced 

concrete structure with stucco cladding and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and plaster. 

It was similar but not identical to Building 109. The main facade was a two part composition with 

articulated end bays. There were arched windows at the center of the ground floor, with balconies 

above them, and bay windows in the end pavilions. The building appeared little altered in 1994. 
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Building 108 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 
West historic district. 

Building 108 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/ or photographs of this individual 
building see HABS No. CA-2710-AO. 

Building 108A 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 108A was a long rectangular structure behind Building 108. It was a one-story 
building with a gable roof, stucco siding, and wood doors. Hospital records show that it was built 
in 1914 as an "Employee Garage." Building 108A was a contributing feature to the National 
Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 108A was demolished in 1998. For a view of this building see HABS No. CA-2710-AP. 

Building 108B 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 108B was a rectangular structure on Portal Lane located behind Building 2. It 
was a one-story building with a gable roof, stucco siding, and wood doors. Hospital records show 
that it was built in 1914 as an "Employee Garage." Building 108B was a contributing feature 

to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 108B was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual 

building see HABS No. CA-2710-AQ. 

Building 109 

Building 109 was designed in 1914 by the State Architect under George McDougall as "Cottage 

for Employees (Men and Women)." On the 1915 plan, the building at this site was "Building No. 
3, Nurses Home, Male." As built, it is located on the west side of North Circle Drive facing the 

central green. In 1952, Building 109 was designated "Employee Building." 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 109 was occupied by Central Program Services. Building 109 was a two-story, 
reinforced concrete structure with stucco cladding and a red tile roof. Interior walls were tile and 
plaster. It was similar but not identical to Building 108. The main facade was in a two part 
composition wit~ articulated end bays. There were arched window frames at the center of the 
ground floor, with balconies above them, and bay windows in the two projecting pavilions. The 
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building appeared little altered in 1994. Building 109 was a contributing feature to the National 
Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 109 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual 
building see HABS No. CA-2710-AR. 

Building 110 

Building 110 was designed in 1927 by State Architect designer W.K. Daniels as the "Male 
Employees Building." Later it was called the "Apartment House," and, in 1952,.reverted to 
"Employees Building." 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 110 remained in use as employee quarters. Building 110 was on a site shown 
as vacant in the 1907 and 1915 plans. Nevertheless, in function, siting, and appearance, it was 
in the spirit of the 1907 and 1915 hospital plans. It was located on the north side of North Circle 
Drive. 

It was a two-story-and-basement, concrete structure with stucco cladding and a red tile roof. 
. Interior walls are wood and plaster. In plan, it was a broad U with short wings. Entries were 

framed in brick arches. The building appeared little altered in 1994. Building 110 was a 
contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 110 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual 
building see HABS No. CA-2710-AS. 

Building HOA 

Building 110A was built in 1927 as a garage structure for employees. In 1994, at the time of the 
field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, it was a wood-frame 
structure with a gable roof clad in corrugated metal. Garage doors were the original, wood framed 
doors with diagonal paneling. The building was sited in a location left vacant in the 1907 and 
1915 plans. It was located on the north side of North Circle Drive and was reached by a driveway 
off of A venue A. The building appeared little altered in 1994. Building l lOA was a contributing 

feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 110A was demolished in 1998. For a view of this building see HABS No. CA-2710-AT 
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Building 115 

Buildings 115, 116, and 117 were designed in 1949 by State Architect designer Poage as "Three 

Physician's Residences." In 1952, each was designated a "Staff Residence," and, in 1994, at the 

time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, each 
remained in that use. These were small, one-story, wood-frame structures with stucco siding and 

attached garages. Building 115 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible 
Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 115 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual 
building see HABS No. CA-2710-AU. 

Building 116 

Buildings 115, 116, and 117 were designed in 1949 by State Architect designer Poage as "Three 
Physician's Residences." In 1952, each was designated a "Staff Residence," and in 1994, at the 

time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, each 
remained in that use. These were small, one-story, wood frame structures with stucco siding and 

attached garages. Building 116 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible 
Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 116 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual 

building see HABS No. CA-2710-AV. 

Building 117 

Buildings 115, 116, and 117 were designed in 1949 by State Architect designer Poage as "Three 

Physician's Residences." In 1952, each was designated a "Staff Residence," and in 1994, at the 

time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, each 

remained in that use. These were small, one-story, wood frame structures with stucco siding and 

attached garages. Building 117 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible 

Agnews State Hospital West historic district. 

Building 117 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual 

building see HABS No. CA-2710-AW. 

Building 117A 

Building 117 A is a small garage attached to Building 117, a physician's residence. In 1994, at the 
time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, it was a 
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rectangular, gable-roofed structure clad in stucco. According to hospital records, it was built in 

1940. Building 117 A was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State 
Hospital West historic district. 

Building 117A was demolished in 1998. For a view of this building see HABS No. CA-2710-AX. 

Building 120 

Building 120 was designed in 1923 under State Architect George McDougall as a "Business 
Manager's Residence." It remained a staff residence in 1994 arthe time of the field survey for 

the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley. Building 120 was located north of 

Lickmill Road at the corner of A venue B in the old farm area. The house was a one-story-and

basement, wood-frame structure in an L-plan, with a steep gabled roof, rustic siding, bay 

windows, and shutters. It was in the Colonial Revival style, distinct from other buildings and 
residences at Agnews. It appeared little altered in 1994. Building 120 was a contributing feature 
to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. Building 120 was 

demolished in 1998. 

Building 120A 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 120A was a rectangular garage behind Building 120. It was a wood-frame 
structure with a gable roof, horizontal wood siding, and original wood-frame doors with diagonal 
paneling. It was built in 1940. Building 120A was a contributing feature to the National Register

eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. Building 120A was demolished in 1998. 

Building 121 

Building 121 was built in 1906 as a two-unit residence in the farm area north of Lick.mill Road. 

By 1952, it was called the "Farm Duplex." In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the 

National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, it was a three-unit residence called "Staff 

Residences A, B, and C." Building 121 was a one-story, wood-frame structure with a gable roof 

and rustic siding. It was a long rectangular structure with a central gable on the street side and 

small additions at the rear. Building 121 was a contributing feature to the National Register

eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. Building 121 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 121A 

Building 121A is a one-story rectangular garage behind Building 121. In 1994, at the time of the 

field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, it was a wood frame 
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structure with a gable roof and an original, rolling, wood door. Hospital records show that it was 
built in 1940. Building 121A was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews 
State Hospital West historic district. Building 121A was demolished in 1998. 

Building 200 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 200 was a two-story, reinforced concrete, laundry building designed in 1949. 
Interior walls were tile and plaster. Unlike other buildings from this period at Agnews which were 

design~d in a harmonious style, this was modern in appearance. Building 200 was located on 

Second Street. Building 200 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews 

State Hospital West historic district. Building 200 was demolished in 1998. For a view of this 

building see HABS No. CA-2710-AY. 

Building 201 

Building 201 was a one-story, brick structure built in 1916 as part of the Laundry (Building 202). 
In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, it is located behind ( east of) Building 202. Building 201 was a flat roofed structure with 

stucco walls, a gabled parapet, steel windows, interior brick walls, and a lowered ventilating 
monitor on the roof. By 1952, it was identified as the "Utility Building." In 1994, Building 201 
was listed as "Clothing Center (Fran's Fashions)." It appears to have been altered after 1916. 

Building 201 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital 

West historic district. Building 201 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 

photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-AZ. 

Building 202 

Building 202 was located on A venue A and was an intricate structure whose brick walls appear 

to date from the 19th century hospital. In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National 

Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, the current structure, with its stucco walls and red 

tile roof, may have re-used fragments of one or more of the 19th century buildings. Narrow 
windows with hood molds and four-over-four, wood, double hung windows in segmented arches 

were extremely unlikely to have been built after 1906. In 1915, "Building No. 26, Laundry" was 

shown on this site but with a different footprint than now exists. By 1952, this was a "Utility 

Building." In 1994, it was used for storage. Building 202 was a contributing feature to the 

National Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. Building 202 was 

demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual building see HABS 

No. CA-2710-BA. 
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Building 203 

Building 203 (Boiler Plant and Glass Shop) was located on A venue A and was on the site 
designated in the 1915 plan as "Building No. 25, Power House." The old power plant and engine 
room was considered the only salvageable structure in the immediate aftermath of the 1906 
earthquake. This building appears to survive in part from the 19th century hospital. In 1952, 
plans by State Architect designer W .K. Daniels were made for "Reconstruction of Power House" 
which added a modern steel building to the existing plant. In 1994, at the time of the field survey 
for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, the old part of Building 203 was a 
one-story brick structure with stucco walls and narrow segmented windows. Window frames were 
wood, four-over-four, double hung. Building 203 was a contributing feature to the National 
Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. Building 203 was demolished in 
1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-
2710-BB. 

Building 205 

Building 205 was located on Third Street and was a one-story "Electrical and Plumbing Shop" 

designed in 1926. In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by 
. Corbett and Bradley, it was a one-story flat-roofed structure with stucco walls and red brick trim. 

In 1994, it was still an electrical shop. Building 205 was a contributing feature to the National 
Register-eligible Agnews State Hospital West historic district. Building 205 was demolished in 
1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual building see BABS No. CA-
2710-BC. 

Building 206 

Building 206 was located on Third Street and was a one-story, brick building rehabbed for a 
carpenter's shop on plans dated 1917. In 1956, it was rehabbed again, and, in 1994, it remained 
a carpenter's shop. In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation 

by Corbett and Bradley, Building 206 was a stucco clad structure with a gable roof and an open 
shed along one side. It had tall, narrow, four-over-four, double hung windows. Interior walls 
were brick. Building 206 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews 
State Hospital West historic district. Building 206 was demolished in 1998. For a written report 

and/or photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-BD. 

Building 207 

Building 207 was located on Third Street and was a one-story brick building rehabbed for a 
"Painters and Upholsterers Shop" on plans dated 1917. It remained in this use in 1994. In 1994, 
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at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, 
Building 207 was a stucco clad structure with a flat roof and tall, narrow windows. Interior walls 
were brick. Building 207 was a contributing feature to the National Register-eligible Agnews 
State Hospital West historic district. Building 207 was demolished in 1998. For a written report 
and/or photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-BE. 

Building 208 

Building 208 was located between Buildings 200 and 207 and was a paint shop storage structure 
that was approximately 400 square feet. Building 208 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 210 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 210 was joined by additions to Building 218 and was located on Avenue A. 
Building 210 was a one-story, brick building. Designated a "State Garage" in 1952, it was the Fire 
House in 1994. It was a stucco-clad structure with a flat roof, wood garage and loading doors, 
and tall, narrow windows in the brick walls. Building 210 was demolished in 1998. For a written 
report and/or photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-BG. 

Building 211 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 211 was located on Fourth Street and appeared to be a brick structure clad in 
stucco. It was a high gable roofed rectangle with a shed along one side. Segmented arches, tall, 

narrow windows and wood sash suggested a 19th century date, although this could not be verified 
through building records. In 1994, Building 211 was listed as Fire Fighters' quarters. Building 

211 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this individual building 
see HABS No. CA-2710-BH. 

Building 212 

Building 212 was located on Fourth Street and was built as a cannery. It was designed by State 
Architect designer W.K. Daniels in 1930 with an addition in 1934. In 1994, at the time of the 
field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, Building 212 was a one
story flat roofed structure with stucco walls. Interior walls were brick. In 1994, Building 212 

was listed as a sheet metal and plumbing shop. Building 212 was demolished in 1998. For a 

written report and/or photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-BI. 
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Building 213 

Building 213 appeared to be a temporary structure surviving from the post-1906 earthquake 
emergency period. In 1952, it was designated for "Landscape Gardener and Hothouses." It was 

a small, rectangular structure with a gable roof. It was located on Fourth Street, and, in 1994, 

its use was not listed. Building 213 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or 
photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-BO. 

Building 215 

Building 215 was designed in 1917 as a one-story mortuary. After 1952, it became a refrigeration 

shop. Square in plan with a pyramidal roof, central ventilating monitor and clerestory windows, 

this building was distinctive in shape and appearance. In 1994, Building 215 was used for storage. 

It was located to the east of Building 210. Building 215 was demolished in 1998. For a written 
report and/or photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-BJ. 

Building 216 

Building 216 was a rectangular flat roofed structure built in 1917 as part of the morgue and used 

as a truck garage after 1952. Interior and exterior walls were brick. The building was clad in 

stucco. In 1994, Building 216 was a refrigeration 'shop. It was located to the east of Building 

210. Building 216 was demolished in 1998. For a written report and/or photographs of this 

individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-BK. 

Building 217 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 217 was a rectangular, flat roofed structure used as a truck garage. It was built 
by 1952, but its exact date of construction was unknown. In 1994, Building 217 was listed as "old 

garages." It was located to the east of Building 218. Building 217 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 218 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 218 was a rectangular, flat roofed structure built in 1917 as a cannery storage 

building. It was linked to Building 210 (Fire House) and used for storage. Exterior and interior 

walls were brick. The building was clad in stucco. Building 218 was demolished in 1998. For 

a written report and/or photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-BM. 
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Building 220 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 220 was a corrugated metal warehouse on a steel frame built in 1951 as a 
commissary building. Interior walls were wood and sheetrock. It was located at the northwest 
corner of Lickmill Road and Avenue B. Building 220 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 221 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 221 was a corrugated metal warehouse on a steel frame built in 1951 as a shop 
building. Interior walls were wood and sheetrock. It was located off of A venue B in the farm 
area. Building 221 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 222 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 222 was a reinforced concrete structure with stucco cladding and was built as 
a "Food Service Building" in 1954. It was located on the northeast corner of A venue B and 

. Horseshoe Drive. Interior walls were tile and plaster. In 1994, Building 222 was occupied by 
California Conservation Corps. Building 222 was demolished in 1998. For a view of this 
building see HABS No. CA-2710-BP. 

Building 223 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 223 was a group of storage buildings located to the east of Building 212. It was 
built in 1947. In 1952, Building 223 was for gardener tools. In 1994, it was listed as a garden 
tool shed. Building 223 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 226 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 226 was the storm pumping station built in 1956. It was located off the western 
end of Seventh Street. Building 226 appeared to have replaced a sewer pump station at this site 
built in 1938. Building 226 was demolished in 1998. 
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Building 228 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 228 was the incinerator, built in 1951. It was located off the western end of 
Seventh Street. Building 228 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 229 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 229 was a complex of four, corrugated metal structures located on Sixth Street 
and built as an Auto Compound. Building A was built in 1955, with wood and gyp board 
part1t1ons. Buildings B, C, and D were built in 1955, 1957, and 1955, respectively, with steel 
partitions. Building 229 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 230 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 230, located at the northeast corner of A venue A and Lickmill Road, was a 
reinforced concrete Commissary Warehouse built in 1981. Building 230 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 240 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 240 consisted of a high steel tower supporting a ·water tank and an adjacent 
water settling tank and pump station. The tank held 250,000 gallons of water. Plans for the 
foundations were prepared in 1950. Building 240 was demolished in 1998. For a written report 
and/or photographs of this individual building see HABS No. CA-2710-BN. 

Building 301 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 301, located on Sixth Street, was a farm implement shed and blacksmith shop 
built in 1947. It was a wood frame structure clad in board and batten siding. It was rectangular 
in plan with a gable roof clad in corrugated metal. With its simple construction and multiplane 
windows (possibly reused), it had the look of an older building. Building 301 was demolished in 

1998. 
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Building 302 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 302, located on Sixth Street, was a one-story, wood frame structure clad in 
board and batten siding. It was rectangular in plan with a wood shingled roof. Fenestration was 
tall and narrow with two over two siding. Although it had the appearance of an older building, 
according to conflicting hospital records, Building 302 was built in 1947 either for orchard box 
storage or for the Division of Architecture Office. In 1994, it was used for storage. Building 302 
was demolished in 1998. 

Building 303 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 303 was a one-story, wood frame structure clad in board and batten siding. It 
was rectangular in plan with a wood shingled roof. Although it had the appearance of an older 
building, according to hospital records Building 303 was built in 1947 for orchard box storage. 
Building 303 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 304 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 304, located at the corner of A venue B and Sixth Street, was a large corrugated 
metal warehouse on a steel frame with a gable roof. It was built in 1950 for Farm Division Stores. 
In 1994, it was the Landscape Office. Building 304 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 307 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 307 was a corrugated metal structure built in 1950 as a horse barn. It was a 
rectangular structure with a gable roof. It was used for storage in 1994. Building 307 was 

demolished in 1998. 

Building 308 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 308 was a one-story, wood frame structure built in 1950 for utility storage. It 
was rectangular in plan with a gable roof, horizontal siding, and wood doors. In 1994, it was used 
for storage by the California Conservation Corps. Building 308 was demolished in 1998. 
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Building 309 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 309 was a small rectangular storage shed. It was a wood-frame, gable-roofed 

structure clad in corrugated metal. It was built in 1950 for the California Conservation Corps. 
Building 309 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 310 

Building 310 was built in 1950 as a slaughterhouse. In 1994, at the time of the field survey for 

the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, it was called the "Vector Control 

Building." Building 310 was a small, concrete block structure clad in stucco with a shed-roofed, 

louvered ventilator on the roof. Its gable roof overhung enclosed and unenclosed spaces in an 

overall rectangular plan. Building 310 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 312 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 312 was a group of seven, shed roofed buildings with concrete walled areas in 

front. These were built in 1947 as "Shelter Pens Buildings". Each wood building was a 
rectangular structure with a shed roof. Building 312 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 313 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 313 was a rectangular, wood-frame shed with a gable roof built in 194 7 for 

Farrowing Pens. In 1994, it was a "Hog Ranch Building". Building 313 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 314 

Building 314 was a rectangular structure with a shed roof built in 194 7 for "Shelter Pens". In 

1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley, 
it was a "Hog Ranch Building". The wood-frame sheds have concrete block and poured concrete 

walled areas in front. Building 314 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 315 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, Building 315 was a high, corrugated metal shed on a steel frame. Built in 1950 as a feed 

building for hogs, in 1994, it was used for storage. Building 315 was demolished in 1998. 
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Building 316 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 316 was a group of three, wood, shed-roofed buildings. It was built in 1950 
as "Shelter Pens Buildings". Each building was a rectangular structure with a shed roof. Building 

316 was similar to Building 312 and had poured concrete walled areas with concrete floors in front 
of the wood shed. Building 316 was demolished in 1998. 

Building 317 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, Building 317 was the "Hog Ranch Boiler Plant". It was built in 1947. Building 317 was 

demolished in 1998. 

Unnumbered Sheds 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, an unnumbered shed-roof pen was located on the north side of Sixth Street across from 

Building 312 and 317. The wood-frame structure had concrete block pens. 

There was an unnumbered wood-frame, open wall structure located between Buildings 313 and 

315. This structure had a hip roof and sat on a high concrete foundation. These structures were 

demolished in 1998. 

Farm Sheds 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and Bradley 

two farm sheds (no building numbers) were located southwest of Building 302 on the south side 

of Sixth Street. One was a gable-roofed, open-walled metal shed on a high, concrete foundation. 

The other was a corrugated metal shed on a concrete foundation. These structures were 

demolished in 1998. 

Diesel Tank 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 

Bradley, a steel tank for diesel fuel (no building number), with a concrete overflow wall around 

it, was located in a parking area between Buildings 210 and 216. The date of construction of this 

tank was unknown. This structure was demolished in 1998. 
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Dirt Bike Track 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, the Dirt Bike Track was a recreational facility for the Police Activity League and was 
located on the southeastern corner of Fifth A venue at Lickmill Road. 

Flying Club 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, the Flying Club was located in the northeastern corner of the property. Its construction 
date was unknown although it was not shown on the ca. 1962 Master Plan, and it did not appear 
on a 1965 aerial photograph. 

Cemetery 

In 1994, at the time of the field survey for the National Register evaluation by Corbett and 
Bradley, the cemetery was located at the north edge of the hospital property, on the east side of 
A venue B. It was a rectangular parcel oriented slightly northwest-southeast. Inside the fenced 
property were headstones representing those killed in 1906. This cemetery replaced an earlier one 

. that was located closer to the river and was used prior to 1906. A plaque commemorating those 
who died in 1906 was placed at the cemetery in April 1995. It reads: 

Agnews Developmental Center. In Loving Memory of the Agnews Individuals Who Lost 
Their Lives During the 1906 Earthquake. Dedicated This Day April 18, 1995. 

The wooden fence and steps (wooden risers with exposed aggregate concrete treads) were also 
recent additions to the cemetery. 

LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

Open Fields and Agricultural Land 

The Agnews Hospital property during the period of its National Register significance (1906-1941) 
was approximately 276 acres. The buildings that were the core of the Agnews facilities were 
concentrated on approximately 100 acres of the west side of the property. The remaining acreage 
was open land that was used for farming and included farm buildings and fields. These were an 
integral part of the Agnews operations. This agricultural area had been a part of the Agnews 
facilities since the late 1880s. The agricultural operations served both practical and treatment 
functions. Practically, the farms provided a source of food to feed the .community of patients and 
personnel that lived at Agnews. ·In addition, Dr. Stocking believed that outdoor activities were 
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a crucial aspect of treatment for the mentally ill. Crops, orchards, and gardens were planted on 
the open land that surrounded the built up core of the hospital, and patients worked in these as part 
of their treatment. 

Aerial photographs from 1939 indicated that land that was used for fields in 1939 was in 1994, 

at the time of the field survey by Corbett and Bradley for the National Register evaluation, open 
(fallow) land. The resolution of the 1939 photograph did not provide for identification of the types 
of crops that were planted in these fields. An aerial photograph from 1950 indicated that the fields 

were in the same location as open land in 1994. Orchards were planted in the field that was 

between Buildings 5, 100, and 109, Lickmill Mill Road, and Lafayette Road. Orchards were also 

located in the field to the north of Lickmill Road, in the fields located in the northeast corner of 

the property (in the location of the Flying Club), and in portions of the fields located on the east 

edge of the property. A hog farming operation was established in the late 1940s/early 1950s and 

structures related to this operation were visible in the 1950 aerial photograph. A 1965 aerial 
showed that the orchards were no longer visible. 

Landscape Development in the Core 
Palm Drive - The buildings and landscaped grounds that were the core of the built environment 
at Agnews were in contrast to the agricultural setting of the area that surrounded Agnews. The 

facility was entered from Lafayette Road via Palm Drive. On the western side of Lafayette Road 

was Agnew Station on the Southern Pacific rail line. Palm Drive had been the entry to the pre

earthquake hospital. Photographs of the pre-earthquake hospital showed Palm Drive lined with 

palm trees on either side leading to the original clock tower building. This entry sequence was 

retained in the 1907 Stocking-Sellon plan for the reconstruction of Agnews. Based on the size and 
placement of the palm trees along Palm Drive today and those in photographs of the pre

earthquake hospital, it appears that the palm trees survived the earthquake. Palm Drive and the 
palm trees that line either side of this street are the only few features of the original hospital 
surviving today. By the 1930s, a row of linden trees had been planted on the outside of the row 

of palm trees along Palm Drive. These lindens served two visual functions. They reinforced and 

strengthened the view to the clock tower as one entered the facility. And they provided a visual 

separation between Palm Drive and the Superintendent's Residence (Building 100) on the north 

and staff residences on the south. This provided privacy for the residences from the entry drive, 

and it maintained the focus of the entry sequence on the clock tower. The palms and linden trees 

are located today in the same location as during the period of significance (1906-1941). 

Roads - The earliest records of the site development and roads at Agnews were from the 1907 and 

1915 plans. However, these were plans, and it is not known what aspects of these plans were 

actually built as they relate to roads and landscaping. The first record of what was built at 
Agnews related to roads and landscaping is from a ca. 1930s aerial photograph from the 
collections of th·e Leonard Stocking Centennial Museum. Shown on this photograph are Palm 
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Drive, North and South Circle Drive, Avenue A, Fifth Street, and Parkway North and South. It 
should be noted that A venue A did not connect to Lickmill Road until the 1960s and during the 
period of significance ended where A venue A connected to North Circle Drive. 

Second, Third, and Fourth Streets also were in place by the 1930s as service roads to the service 
buildings in the service area. The remaining major roads including First Street east of A venue A, 
Avenue B, Fourth Street east of Avenue B, Avenue C, Horseshoe Drive, and the entrance to the 
facility off of Montague Expressway were added after the period of significance and do not 
contribute to the district. 

Grounds and Plantings - The grounds that were immediately around the original hospital buildings 
were planted in a variety of deciduous and evergreen trees set within lawns. Reports on the 
activities that followed the destruction of the hospital in the 1906 earthquake stated that the plant 
materials of the original. hospital's landscaped grounds were removed as part of the removal of 
earthquake debris. It also indicated that the grounds were being planned and replanted by 
"experts". 

The 1930s aerial photograph showed a landscape plan that contained the general landscape 
elements that exist at Agnews today. Palm Drive led to the central green space in front of the 

. clock tower building around which buildings were oriented. The central open space or central 
green was a landscaped space that contained lawns arid was planted with trees. The trees appeared 
to be the same type and in the same location as those that existed in 1994, although no exact 
information could be found on when the plant materials in the central green were installed. 
Conversations with the consulting arborists, who are preparing a tree survey of the property, 
indicated that the size of the deciduous trees indicate that they probably were planted in the 1920s. 
The palm trees in the central green were probably planted at the same time or possibly eariler. 

The park-like setting of trees and lawns that was in the central green included the landscaped areas 

that surrounded Buildings 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 108, and 109. The same landscape treatment was also 

found around the Superintendent's residence (Building 100) and around the staff residences located 

in the southwest corner of the property. The street trees that lined either side of A venue A were 
also a part of the landscape treatment from the period of signifinance. The central green and trees 
and open lawn areas that surround the major buildings (1,2, 5, 6, 6, 9, 100, 108, 109, and staff 
residences) contributed to the National Register eligible historic district. 

The trees and open space within the core of hospital were designed and planted by the 1930s based 
on ideas illustrated in the 1907 and 1915 plans. These landscape elements contributed to the 
setting for the hospital buildings and the creation of a setting that contributed to the treatment 
methods at Agnews after the 1906 earthquake. These landscape elements were a part of the identity 
of Agnews and served to define the hospital and distinguish it from the surrounding area. The 
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park-like setting created by the planting of ornamental trees within manicured lawns was evident 
during the period of significance and continued to exist in 1994. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS AND PLANS, MAPS, AND PHOTOGRAPHS 

Agnews Developmental Center. Plan of West Area showing the location of trees and plant 

materials. n.d. Located in the Plant Operations plan room, Agnews Developmental Center, 
West Campus. 

Agnews Developmental Center. West Area Site Plan. Plan and building legend, revised July 
1995. Located in the Plant Operations plan room, Agnews Developmental Center, West 
Campus. 

Agnews State Hospital, [ ca. 1930s]. Undated aerial photograph from collections of the Leonard 
Stocking Centennial Museum. 

Agnews State Hospital. Engineering Department. "Hot Water Supply Piping in Tunnel." 8 February 
1947. Located in the Plant Operations plan room; Agnews Developmental Center, West Campus. 

Agnews State Hospital. Engineering Department. "Layout of Main Hospital & Farm Colony 
(Annex)." 24 August 1955. Located in the Plant Operations plan room, Agnews Developmental 
Center, West Campus. 

Agnews State Hospital. "West Area" plan showing property lines and infrastructure, n.d. [after 
1963]. Located in the Plant Operations plan room, Agnews Developmental Center, West 
Campus. 

Agnews State Hospital. "Plot Plans, West Area," with road dimensions. 1983 Located in the Plant 

Operations plan room, Agnews Developmental Center, West Campus. 

Agnews State Hospital. "Plot Plans, West Area," with street light locations. 1983 Located in the 
Plant Operations plan room, Agnews Developmental Center, West Campus. 

PART VI: PROJECT INFORMATION 

The Agnews State Hospital (west campus) historic district was determined eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 1996 and listed on the NRHP in listed 1997. 
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Sun Microsystems purchased the historic Agnews State Hospital West site in Santa Clara, 

California for the development of an office and research complex. Their Agnews Development 
Center project resulted in the demolition of all but four of the existing structures. An 
Environmental Impact Report {EIR) was required by the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) to assess the impacts of this project. 

Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) recordation was prepared by Page & Turnbull, Inc. 

and Dames & Moore, Inc. for Jones Lang LaSalle Development, Inc. and Sun Microsystems to 

comply with mitigation measures required by the EIR and agreed upon by Sun Microsystems, the 

City of Santa Clara, the National Park Service, and the State Office of Historic Preservation. This 

HABS recordation includes this report on the Agnews State Hospital West historic district in 
narrative format, written reports on the individual buildings with the historic district in outline or 
architectural data form format, supporting drawings of the historic district, large format 

photographs, and a photographic index. 

This written report on Agnews State Hospital historic district was prepared by Michael Corbett, 

architectural historian for Dames & Moore, and Denise Bradley, landscape historian for Dames 

& Moore. 
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AGNEWS DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER (WEST 

CAMPUS), SANTA CLARA 

Inventory of Plans at the Division of State Architect's 
Office, 1300 I Street, Suite 710 (DSA Vault), 

Sacramento 

This is an inventory of architectural plans relating to Agnews 
Developmental Center that can be found at the Division of State 
Architect's Office in Sacramento. This inventory has been prepared 
for inclusion in the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) 
Report for Agnews State Hospital in lieu of making measured 
drawings for each building. Only plans of buildings within the 
boundaries of the district that was found eligible for the California 
Register of Historic Places are included in this inventory. That 
finding of eligibility was made by Michael Corbett and Denise 
Bradley of Dames and Moore, Inc., San Francisco, in their report 
dated November, 1996. 

The State Architect's Office preserves the original plans for most 
buildings at Agnews Developmental Center. Plans are drawn on 
linen, using black ink and, for tile roofs and trim details, orange ink. 
Plans for the more important buildings generally consist of 
elevations, sections, floor plans, basement and roof plans, framing 
plans, roof truss details, column schedules, plus details of doors, 
windows, staircases, fireplaces, and ornament. Plans for the smaller 
residences and service buildings are less detailed, but include 
elevations, floor plans, foundation plans, framing plans, and roof 
truss details. Plans also exist for most of the important alterations 
that have occurred on this campus. 

No original plans exist for several buildings on the Agnews campus. 
This is the case for Building 4, which is a mirror-image of Building 3. 
The connecting wing between buildings 38-39 is represented only by 
early plans for an open-air corridor; no plans exist for the wing as it 
was ultimately built. No plans exist for three of the service buildings 
(202, 203, and 210), and only a floor plan exists for Building 211. 
Finally, there are no plans for three garage buildings: 108A, 11 OA, 
and the garage behind Building 100. 

Page & Turnbull 
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Surviving plans for buildings in the historic district are inventoried on 
the following pages. 

Page & Turnbull 
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Present building number: 1 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
HABS No. CA-2710 (Page 69) 

Original building name (as printed on plans): Administration Building 
Date: April, 1908 (adopted 1909) 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "After Care Building" 
Number of plans on linen: 21 · 
File # at DSA Vault: 19-B-13 

Elevations: 4 
Sections: 2 
Foundation plan 
Floor plans 
Roof plan 
Framing plans 
Roof framing plans 
Column details and column footings 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: arched windows, other windows, balcony and soffit, ornamental 

brickwork, vestibule, staircases, roof tiles, eaves and brackets, bookshelves, 
door hood to side entrance, gutter scuppers, WC partitions and doors 

Present building number: 2. 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Assembly HalJ 
Date: August, 1908 (adopted 1909) 
Number of plans on linen: 40 (1908-1912) 
Number of plans on paper: 14 (2 from 1913; 14 from 1950s) 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-14 

Elevations: 4 
Sections: 6 
Foundation plans 
Basement plan 
Floor plans 
Roof plan 
Framing plans 
Roof framing plans 
Column schedule 
Beam and girder details 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 

Page & Turnbull 
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Details of: tall arched windows, other windows, doors, ornamental brickwork, 
balcony, vestibule, staircases, wainscot, corridor walls and pilasters, floor, 
auditorium ceiling, tile roof, WC doors 

Page & Turnbull 
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Present building number: 2_ 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
HABS No. CA-2710 (Page 71) 

Original building name (as printed on plans): Receiving Building 
Date: Jan. 20, 1908 
Number of plans on linen: 45 
File # at DSA Vault: 19-B-5 

Elevations: 4 
Sections: 5 
Foundation plan 
Floor plans 
Framing plans 
Column schedule 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: main entrance, windows, door, projecting bay, porch, staircase 

Present building number: 2 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Workers Cottage for Men 
Date: approved Match 1918 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: ''Ward 9" 
Number of plans on linen: 19 
File# at DSA Vault:19-B-6 

Elevations: 4 
Foundation plan 
Floor plans 
Roof plan 
Framing plans 
Column schedule 
Girder details 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: doors, windows, porch, hood over west entrance, staircase, fireplace 

and mantlepiece, shower, sinks in kitchen and pantry, WC doors 

Page & Turnbull 
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Present building number: {2 
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Original building name (as printed on plans): Building for Convalescent 
Date:July 15, 1908 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Ward 9 and 10",'''\X'ard 10 ONLY" 
Number of plans on linen: 28 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-4 

Elevations: 4 
Sections 
Floor plans: 2 
Foundation plan 
Framing plans 
Column schedule 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: porch, exterior, wings, interior lobby and corridor 

Present building numbers: 1 and _a 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Building for Quiet and Medium 
Date: June 1908 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Ward 11, 15, formerly 5 & 6" 

«ward 11, 12, formerly E, F" 
Number of plans on linen: 37 
Number of plans on paper: 1 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-1 

Elevations: 4 
Sections: 4 
Floor plans: 2 
Basement plan 
Framing plans 
Column schedule 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: windows, doors, gables, porch, chimney, staircase, fireplace, 

mantlepiece 

Page & Turnbull 
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Present building number: .2 and 10 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
HABS No. CA-2710 (Page 73) 

Original building name (as printed on plans): Building for the Infirm 
Date: Dec., 1907 (adopted 1908) 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "\'vard 17; Ward 16 .similar - reversed" 
Number of plans on linen: 12 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-11 

Elevations: 4 
Foundation plans 
Floor plans 
Framing plans 
Roof framing plans 
Roof truss, rafters, and joists details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: ornamental brickwork, fireplace and mantlepiece 

Present building number: 11 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Wards #15 and #16 
Date: Sept., 1926 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "New Ward #19-21" 
Number of plans on linen: 16 
Number of plans on paper: 19 (all for 1961 remodeling) 
File# atDSA Vault: 19-B-16 

Elevations: 4 
Sections: 3 
Foundation plan 
Floor plans 
Roof plan 
Framing plans 
Roof framing plans 
Column schedule 
Beam and girder details 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: tall arched windows, other windows, bays, balcony, staircases, large 

arched openings (windows and doors) in front elevation 

Page & Tumbull 
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Present building number: 12 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
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Original building name (as printed on plans): Workers Cottage -- Female 
Date:Jan., 1914 
Number of plans on linen: 20 
File# at DSA Vault: 19B7 

Plot plan showing location of building 
Elevations: 4 
Sections 
Foundation plan 
Floor plans 
Roof plan 
Framing plans 
Roof framing plans 
Column schedule 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: tall arched windows, lower arched windows, carved wood doors, 

gables, porch, balcony, ornamental brickwork, staircases, fireplace, 
mantlepiece 

Present building numbers: 14 and .U 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Building for Demented 
Date: 1908 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Ward 18, 20", "Ward 23, 25" 
Number of plans on linen: 28 
Number of plans on paper: 3 (original) plus 7 (from 1955) 
File# at DSA Vault: 19B3 

Elevations: 5 
Sections: 5 
Floor plans: 2 
Foundation plan 
Roof plan 
Framing plans 
Column schedule 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: entrance, porch, front gable, exterior details, staircase 

Page & Turn bull 
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Present building numbers: 16 and 12 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
HABS No. CA-2710 (Page 75) 

Original building name (as printed on plans): Disturbed and Violent Building 
Date: June 1908 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Ward 26, formerly L", "Ward 29 

formerly 1 O" · 
Number of plans on linen: 30 
File # at DSA Vault: 19B2 

Elevations: 4 
Sections: 3 
Floor plans: 2 
Basement plan 
Roof plan 
Foundation plan 
Framing plans: 
Column schedule: 
Roof truss and rafter details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: vestibule, terrace, rear entrance, balcony and soffit, gable, paired 

arched windows, other windows, door, ornamental brickwork, staircases, 
fireplace 

Present building number: 30 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Treatment Building 
Date: April, 1908 (adopted 1909) 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "See Wards 1-8 and Physiotherapy" 
Number of plans on linen: 46 (1908) plus 3 (1919) 
Number of plans on paper: 2 (1910) 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-12 

Elevations: 4 
Sections: 4 
Foundation plan 
Floor plans 
Roof plan 
Stair tower plans 
Framing plans 
Roof framing plans 
Column details 
Reinforced concrete construction details 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 

Page & Turnbull 
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Details of: windows, carved doors, gables, porch, ornamental brickwork, balcony 
and soffit, staircases, wainscot, skylight, breezeway passage 

Present building number: 31 and 32 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Two Hydrotherapy· Wings 
Date: July, 1938 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Physiotherapy; Bldg 31 - male; Bldg 

32 - female 
Number of plans on linen: 18 
Number of plans on paper: 2 (1939) 
File# atDSA Vault: 19-B-17 

Elevations: 4 
Sections:2 
Foundation plans 
Floor plans 
Framing plans 
Roof plan 
Plans of dressing rooms and bath rooms 
Footing details 
Beam and girder details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of chimney vents 

Present building number: 34 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Women's Industrial Building 
Date: October, 1924; additions 1926 and 1927 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Bldg 34 -- Canteen" 
Number of plans on linen: 7 
Number of plans on paper: 1 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-13 

Elevations: 7 
Sections: 2 
Foundation plan 
Floor plans 
Roof plan 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: doors, ornamental brickwork 

Page & Turnbull 
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Present building number: 38 (central section) 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
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Original building name (as printed on plans): Kitchen Building 
Date: Sept., 1908 (adopted 1908) 
Number of plans on linen: 17 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-9 

Elevations: 3 
Sections: 2 
Foundation plans 
Floor plan 
Roof plan 
Roof framing plan 
Roof truss details 
Reinforced concrete construction details 
Wiring, plumbing, and steam pipe diagrams 
Details of: rear entrance, windows, doors, tile roof, roof brackets, monitor over 

kitchen 

Present building number: 38 (north end) 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Commissary Building 
Date: July, 1907 (adopted 1908) 
Number of plans on linen: 13 
Number of plans on paper: 1 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-10 

Elevations: 3 
Sections: 3 
Foundation plan 
Floor plan 
Roof plan 
Reinforced concrete construction details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: entrance with doors, sidelights and arched transom; windows 

Page & Turnbull 
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Present building number: 38 (south end) 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
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Original building name (as printed on plans): Bakery Building 
Date: July, 1907 (adopted 1908) 
Number of plans on linen: 16 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-10 

Elevations: 4 
Sections: 2 
Foundation plan 
Floor plan 
Roof plan 
Roof framing plans 
Roof beams details 
Beam and girder details 
Reinforced concrete construction details 
Steam pipes, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: windows, doors 

Present building number: 39 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Large Dining Hall 
Date: Oct.-Nov., 1907 (adopted 1908) 
Penciled notations regarding building identity:'"Professional Building" 
Number of plans on line.n: 22 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-9 

Elevations: 4 
Sections: 3 
Foundation plan 
Floor plans 
Framing plans 
Roof framing plan 
Footings plan 
Reinforced concrete construction details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: windows with sidelights and arched transom lights, porch and porch 

brackets, iron balcony, brackets at roofline, tile roof 

Page & Turnbull 
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Present building number: Connecting Wing between Buildings 38 and 39 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Connecting corridor between large 

Dining Hall and Kitchen building 
Date: October, 1907 
Number of plans on linen: 2 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-9 

Note: These are plans for an open-air corridor, a different structure from today's 
enclosed building 

Present building number: 100 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Superintendent's Residence 
Date: December, 1907 (adopted 1908) 
Number of plans on linen: 19 
File#atDSAVault: 19-B-11 

Elevations: 4 
Section: 1 
Foundation plan 
Floor plans 
Roof plan 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: doors, windows, porch, balcony, vestibule, staircases, fireplace and 

mantlepiece, wainscot, library, dining room, main hall, pantry, porte cochere; 
also detail of eaves (1912) 

Present building number: 101 and 102 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Two Physicians' Cottages 
Date: April, 1920 
Number of plans on linen: 25 (1920) plus 1 (1922) 
File#atDSAVault: 19-B-11 

Elevations: 8 
Section: 1 
Foundation plans: 2 
Floor plans: 4 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: windows, carved door, balcony, staircases, fireplace and mantlepiece 

Page & Turnbull 
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Present building number: 103, 104, and 105 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
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Original building name (as printed on plans): Physician's Cottage #5 
Date: Nov., 1930 ·, 
Penciled notations regarcling building identity: "Res. 103, 104, 1 ~5" 
Number of plans on linen: 6 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-15 

Elevations: 4 
Floor plans 
Framing plans 
Roof framing plans 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing cliagrams 
Details of: staircases, fireplace, kitchen 

Present builcling number: 106 
Original builcling name (as printed on plans): Assistant Physician's Cottage 
Date: Feb., 1934 
Number of plans on linen: 5 
File # at DSA Vault: 19-B-15 

Plot plan showing location of building 
Elevations: 4 
Floor plans 
Foundation plan 
Framing plans 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams: 
Details of: windows, fireplace, kitchen cabinets, gable ridgeline 

Present building number: 107 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Three Physicians' Residences 
Date: August, 1941 

Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Residences 107, 150, and 151" 
(the latter two were built at the East Campus) 

Number of plans on linen: 8 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-15 

Plot plans showing locations of buildings 
Elevations: 4 
Foundation plans 
Floor plans 
Roof truss details 

Page & Turnbull 



INVENTORY OF PL\NS 

Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 

Present building number: 108 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
HABS No. CA-2710 (Page 81) 

Original building name (as printed on plans): Nurses Home 
Date: Jan., 1914 
Number of plans on linen: 21 
File # at DSA Vault: 19B7 

Elevations: 3 (front, rear, ends) 
Foundation plan 
Floor plans 
Framing plans 
Roof framing plans 
Column schedule 
Beam and girder details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: tall arched windows (paired), French windows, windows with pointed 

heads, window construction details, hood with Spanish tiles over rear 
entrance, carved wood doors with Palladian transom, interior doors, wood 
balconies, concrete balconies, staircases, WC doors and partitions 

Present building number: 109 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Cottage for Employees 
Date: May, 1923 
Number of plans on linen: 17 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-13 

Elevations: 5 
Sections: 2 
Foundation plan 
Floor plans 
Roof plan 
Framing plan (1st story) 
Roof framing plan 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: double-hung and casement windows, carved door, other doors 

(interior and exterior), bays, ornamental brickwork, balcony, staircases 
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Present building number: 110 
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Original building name (as printed on plans): Male Employees' Building 
Date: March, 1927 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Building 11 O" 
Number of plans on linen: 20 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-15 

Elevations: 3 
Sections: 1 
Floor plans 
Framing plans 
Footings details 
Roof truss details 
Heating, wiring, and plumbing diagrams 
Details of: windows, doors, ornamental brickwork, balconies, staircases, gutter 

scuppers, hand rails at entries 

Present building number: 115, 116, and 117 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Three Physicians' Residences 
Date: August, 1949 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Res. 115, 116, 117" 
Number of plans on linen: 4 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-15 

Notes: These buildings are rated as non-contributors in the Corbett and Bradley 
report. The plans are very badly faded and are difficult to read. 

Present building number: 200 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Laundry Building 
Date: 1949-1952 
Number o: plans on linen: 20 
Number of plans on paper: 44 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-20 

Note: This building is rated as a non-contributor in the Corbett and Bradley 
report. 
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INVENTORY OF PL\NS 

Present building number: 201 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
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Original building name (as printed on plans): Laundry Building, Building A 
Date: 1916 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Clothing Center" 
Number of plans on linen: 3 
File # at DSA Vault: 19B8 

Elevations: 4 
Section: 1 
Floor plan 
Roof plan 
Column schedule 
Details of: windows, doors 
Notation: "Old bricks plastered on outside" 

Present building number: 203 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Reconstruction of Power House 
Date: 1952 
Number of plans on paper: 6 

Note: These plans are only for the steel addition to the power plant (1952). The 
older Victorian-era building is not showh in these plans. 

Present building number: 205 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Electrical and Plumbing Shop 
Date: Nov., 1926 
Number of plans on linen: 2 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-15 

Elevations: 3 
Section: 1 
Floor plan 
Roof plan 

Page & Turnbull 
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Present building number: 206 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
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Original building name (as printed on plans): Carpenters' Shop, Building D 
Date: 1917 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "206" 
Number of plans on linen: 4 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-8 

Elevations: 4 
Section: 1 
Foundation plan 
Floor plan 
Roof plan 
Roof framing plans 
Roof truss details 
Footings details 

Present building number: 207 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Painters' and Upholsterers' Shop, 

Building C 
Date: 1917 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Shops -- Building 207" 
Number of plans on linen: 3 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-8 

Elevations: 3 
Foundation plan 
Floor plan 
Roof framing plan 
Footings details 
Roof truss details 

Present building number: 211 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Remodeling Old Gas House for Fire 

House 
Date: Dec., 1935 
Number of plans on paper: 1 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B- 45 

One floor plan only 
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Present building number: 212 

AGNEWS STATE HOSPITAL 
HABS No. CA-2710 (Page 85) 

Original building name (as printed on plans): Cannery Building 
Date: March, 1930 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Mechanical Shop" 
Number of plans on linen: 4 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-15 

Elevations: 4 
Sections: 3 
Floor plan and mezzanine plan 
Roof plan 
Roof framing plan 
Detail of columns 

Present building number: 213 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Building Tool House, Building F 
Date: 1917 
Penciled notations regarding building identity: "Landscape" 
Number of plans on linen: 1 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-8 

Elevations: 4 
Sections: 1 
Foundation plan 
Floor plan 

Present building number: 215 
Original building name (as printed on plans): Mortuary, Building G 
Date: 1917 
Number of plans on linen: 1 
File# at DSA Vault: 19-B-8 

Elevations: 4 
Section: 1 
Floor plan 
Foundation plans: 
Details of: doors, urns. platform, cupola, tile roof 
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Plans for Alterations 

Plans for most of the significant alterations that have been made to the above 
buildings can also be found at the DSA Vault. These plans are listed below arranged 
by file#: 

19-B-17 

Buildings 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 15: plans for lcitchen work, electrical work, new 
second story steel ex.its, bathrooms, and some new rooms. 30 plans on paper, 1953-
1956. 

19-B-31 

Buildings 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 15: "Modernization of Ward Kitchens." 32 plans on 
paper, 1953-1954. 

19-B-35 

Buildings 38 and 39: Alterations to the exterior and interior. 21 plans on paper, 
including elevations, floor plans, and details of entrances, 1957. 

19-B-36 

Buildings 7, 8, 9, 16, 19, 30, and breezeway behind 30: "Remodeling and 
Modernization of Wards." 51 plans on paper, 1954-1959. Most notably, these 
include the new steel sash windows and the plaster infill within the arches of 
Building 9, changes to the rear and side elevations to Building 19, and an elevation of 
the breezeway behind building 30. 

19-B-38 
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Building 14: "Remodeling of Wards 22 and 24." Addition of wheelchair ramps and 
steel staircases to the exterior, and also interior alterations. Includes elevations. 24 
plans on paper, 1964. ·, 

19-B-38 

Buildings 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 19: Addition of fire stairs to exterior 
of buildings. 7 plans on paper, 19 52. 

19-B-45 

Building 38: Interior alterations. 12 plans on paper, 1950-1951. 

Buildings That No Longer Stand 

The State Architect's Office also has plans for three buildings that were once located 
within the boundaries of the existing district, but which no longer stand. These 
include two large buildings, "Cottage M" (Ward 28), built in 1918; and an "Open Air 
Cottage", built in 1916. These were located east of Buildings 16 and 34 and stood 
until at least 1952. Their plans can be found in file #s 19-B-6 and 19-B-7, 
respectively. Plans for a Victorian-era building remodeled in 1917, the Cannery 
Warehouse, can be found in file# 19-B-8. 
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