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229 DELLA STREET 
 

HABS No. CA-2283 
 

Location:   229 Della Street 
    Stockton, CA 95205 
    (No longer extant) 
 
Present Owner: California Department of Transportation (in 1988) 
 
Present Use:   Residence until 1986 

Demolished on November 16, 1988 
 
Significance: The Folk Victorian residence was a common residential style built 

in Stockton between 1870-1890; however 229 Della Street 
maintains decorative detailing unusual for working class housing. 
The Italianate-style eave brackets and decorative louvered vent are 
two architectural details not present on additional residences in the 
neighborhood, and exemplify the house’s architectural character as 
an unusually decorated Folk Victorian for a working class enclave 
of Stockton. 

 
Historians: Margo Nayyar, Historian  

California Department of Transportation 
Cultural Studies Office, Division of Environmental Analysis 
1120 N Street  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Project Information: The 229 Della Street recordation was completed as one of the 

mitigation measures for the Stockton Crosstown Freeway (Caltrans 
#10-SJ-4-P.M. 17.5/19.5), and was prepared as stipulated in the 
Memorandum of Agreement submitted to the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation, in compliance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. 
Photographs were taken by Don Tateishi in March 1988. The 229 
Della Street was determined eligible by the Keeper of the National 
Register for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places 
on November 21, 1984 under Criterion C for its Greek Revival 
architecture, however, it should be noted that the residence 
displays more Folk Victorian than Greek Revival characteristic. 
The house was demolished on November 16, 1988.  
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Part I. Historical Information 

A. Physical History 

1. Date of erection: ca. 1870-1890 

The date is estimated judging by the Folk Victorian style of the house, the elongated 
windows, Italianate-style brackets, and steeply pitched roof. However, the house is not 
present on the 1895 Stockton Sanborn Map, and first appears in the 1915 Stockton City 
Directory and the 1917 Sanborn Map. The house was likely moved from an unknown 
location sometime between 1895 and 1915.  

2. Architect: Unknown 

3. Original Owner: Unknown  

The first known occupants of the residence are Rose (Rosa) and Ralph (Raffaele) 
Casciaro from 1915-1925. Ralph (12/22/1888-2/13/1968), a laborer, immigrated to the 
United States from Italy in 1906 with his parents, Rose and Alexander Casciaro. After 
Ralph married, he and his wife, Theresa, moved to 227 Della Street in ca. 1927. It is 
unclear if Ralph or Rose owned the residence at 229 Della Street, but there was a 
succession of multiple families between ca. 1927 – ca. 1950 and may have been 
maintained as a rental property.1  
 

4. Builder/Contractor: Unknown 

5. Original plans and construction: The original location of the building is unknown, but 
the building appears to have maintained the same character and use as a Folk Victorian, 
single-family residence. 

6. Alterations and additions: According to the 1917 Sanborn map the house consisted of 
the existing full-façade porch on the east façade. By 1944, the Sanborn Map shows a full-
façade porch addition on the west façade.  

Recent alterations include the raised brick porch facing, brick planters, brick steps, and 
the ornamental wrought-iron porch railing.  

The garage located near the northwest corner of the house is not present on the 1944 
Sanborn Map, though it appears to have been built in ca. 1930. It also may have been 
moved to the property from an unknown location. 

1 Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations 
Inc, 2002; Ancestry.com. California, Death Index, 1940-1997 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 2000; Stockton City Directory, 1900-1950. 
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The house was demolished by the California Department of Transportation on November 
16, 1988. 

B. Historical Context 

The City of Stockton is located on the former lands of Charles M. Weber’s Mexican land 
grant, Rancho Campo del los Franceses. Weber obtained the land in 1845 and recognized its 
strategic location on the San Joaquin River and Stockton Channel. After the Sierra foothills 
gold discovery in 1846, Stockton became a major port and center for the transshipment of 
supplies from San Francisco to the southern Sierra Nevada mining camps.2 
 
In September 1848, Weber opened a mercantile store in Stockton selling supplies at a 
considerable profit to miners. He was not the only one, because as the Gold Rush attracted 
increasing numbers of prospectors Stockton became the gateway and major supply post for 
California’s southern mining areas. By the fall of 1849, it was estimated that Stockton had 
approximately 1,000 residents. In 1852, Stockton’s population was approximately 4,000 and 
by 1854 it expanded to 7,000.3  
 
The City of Stockton was officially incorporated on July 23, 1850. The formation of the 
city’s infrastructure followed. Public and private buildings, streets, and public parks were 
constructed to accommodate the increasing population.4  
 
As gold production declined in the 1860s and 1870s, commerce shifted from its dependence 
on gold mining to agricultural and industrial productions. Flour mills became the city’s first 
large industrial base, along with iron foundries, carriage and wagon manufacturers, planning 
mills, brick works, paper mills, woolen mills, breweries, tanneries and farm implement 
manufacturers.5  
 
Stockton’s population grew to approximately 10,000 in 1870, and to 17,500 by 1900.6 The 
lower middle class neighborhood surrounding 229 Della Street consisted of modest housing 
and light industrial areas.7 According to the 1915 Stockton City Directory residents of the 
area worked as farmers, laborers, carpenters, butchers, and at many of the industrial and 
agricultural factories previously mentioned. The neighborhood was also a mix of Hispanic, 
Chinese, Anglo-European and Italian. Within the area directly around 229 Della Street, 
residents were mainly of Italian heritage.  
 

2 Michael V. Speer, “Evaluation of Historic Archaeological Potential for Stockton Crosstown Freeway,” 
Unpublished report, located in California Department of Transportation, Cultural Studies Office files. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Raymond Hillman, Stockton Through the Decades (Union Safe Deposit Bank and Vanguard Press, 
Inc., 1981), 2. 
5 Michael V. Speer, “Evaluation of Historic Archaeological Potential for Stockton Crosstown Freeway,” 
Unpublished report, located in California Department of Transportation, Cultural Studies Office files. 
6 Ibid. 
7 1917 Sanborn Map. 
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There was high Italian immigration to Stockton during the 19th and 20th centuries. A small 
number of Italian immigrants came to California during the Gold Rush, but the largest 
numbers immigrated between 1880 and 1915. One reason for the surge in immigration 
included the Oriental Exclusion Act of 1882, which increased the demand for Italian 
agricultural workers in the absence of Chinese immigrants. Since racism in California was 
directed mainly at Asians, rather than Europeans, integrating and prospering in California 
was easier for Italian immigrants. Italians found work as seasonal labors in railroads, fishing 
and agriculture, as well as, professional jobs such as, business, law and politics.8  
 
 

Part II. Architectural Information 
 
A. General Statement 

 
1. Architectural Character: The Folk Victorian residence was a common residential style 

built in Stockton between 1870-1890; however 229 Della Street maintains decorative 
detailing unusual for working class housing. The Italianate-style eave brackets, and 
decorative louvered vent are two architectural details not present on additional residences 
in the neighborhood, and exemplify the house’s architectural character as an unusually 
decorated Folk Victorian for a working class enclave of Stockton. 
 

2. Condition of fabric: The house is in poor condition. 
 
B. Description of Exterior 

 
1. Overall dimensions: The house has a simple rectangular ground plan and is one-and-a-

half stories with a basement. The house is two bays wide and three bays deep. 
 

2. Foundation: The house has a raised and vented concrete foundation. Since the house was 
built in ca. 1870-1890, and was moved to the property from an unknown location, it is 
likely that the original foundation was pier-and-beam with brick sill.  
 

3. Walls: The walls are clad with simple drop wood board siding except on the west façade 
porch addition where the porch has been enclosed with a mixture of plywood and vertical 
wood boards.  
 
A round louvered gable vent with hooded trim is located on the east façade. 
 
Brick veneer has been added to the porch walls. 
 

4. Structural system, framing: The building is wood framed. 
 

8 “Italian Americans in California,” The Bancroft Library, online exhibit, 
http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/collections/italianamericans/exhibit 
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5. Porches: A full façade porch with shed roof clad with composition shingles supported by 
plain wood board posts is located on the east façade. A brick staircase leads to the porch, 
and a wrought iron railing has replaced the original railing. The porch has tile flooring.  
 

6. Chimney: An interior brick chimney protrudes from the roof ridge at the west half of the 
house. 
  

7. Openings: 
 

a. Doors: The east façade door is a coffered wood panel door with plain trim, a transom 
window and a modern Colonial-style, louvered screed door. The door displays a 
decorative floral iron door knob and lock plate.  

 
Three basement level doors are missing; one on the north façade, and two on the south.  

 
b. Windows: All windows on the building are wood sash, with simple wood casings, sills, 

and crowing.  
 

The east façade displays two large elongated windows; one is a two-over-one double-
hung window, the second is a two-over-two double-hung window.  

 
The north façade displays three large elongated windows; one is a two-over-two double-
hung window, the other two are multi-paned double-hung windows.  
 
A small multi-pane attic window is located on the west façade. 
 
The south façade displays a small single-pane, double hung window, and a two-over-two 
double-hung window. There is also a replacement metal sash single-pane window. There 
are visible wall patches where windows may have originally existed at the west corner of 
the south façade.  

 
8. Roof: 

 
a. Shape, covering: The steeply-pitched, front gable roof is clad with composition shingles. 

 
b. Cornice, eaves: The house has moderate eave overhang. The eaves are boxed, and 

display wide cornice molding. Decorative sawn and carved brackets are located on all 
four sides of the house.  

 
C. Description of Interior 

 
1. Floor Plan: The house is two rooms wide and three rooms deep. The kitchen is located at 

the west end of the house. 
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2. Flooring: Replacement shag carpeting is located throughout the building except for the 
kitchen which displays replacement linoleum. 

 
3. Wall and ceiling finish: The walls and ceilings have smooth texturing. Wood board 

wainscoting is located middle two rooms of the house.  
 

4. Openings: 
 

a. Doors: Wood panel doors are located throughout the house. The doors have thick 
decorative wood trim.  
 

b. Windows: Located above each door is a double-light transom window. 
 

D. Site 
 
1. Historic Landscape design: Two mature shade trees are located on the east side of the 

house. Other small shrubs and flowers are located around the residence. 
 

2. Outbuildings: A detached garage is located at the northwest corner of the property. It 
appears to have been built in ca. 1930, but is not in the 1944 Sanborn Map. The garage is 
therefore, not a contributing historic resource. 
 
The garage is wood framed with double beveled wood board siding, and a moderate 
pitch, front-gable roof clad with composite shingles. 
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