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DERBY (PENDLETON) HOUSE 

Old Town San Diego, San Diego County, California 

ADDRESS: te7 Harney Street 

OWNER: San Diego County 

OCCUPANT: The Historical Shrine Foundation has a 
custodial agreement with the County of 
San Diego for the operation of this 
"building. 

USE: Historical House Museum 

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

This house has been considered of historical value as "Other 
Structures Considered" under Theme XX - "The Arts and Sciences", 
sub theme C - "Literature, Drama and Music", by the National Survey 
of Historic Sites and Buildings conducted "by the United States 
Department of Interior, National Park Service, "because it had been 
the home of Lt. George Horatio Derby, 1853-I85S >  when, writing (during 
his leisure time) for the San Diego Herald under the pen names of 
John P. Squibob and John Phoenix, he introduced a form of Western 
humor which caused him to he recognized as the "father of the mid- 
nineteenth century schoolof far Western humor" and America's first 
wit", which greatly influenced writers such as Mark Twain and Lewis 
Grayland Clark. 

The "building is of architectural significance as a two-story 
structure constructed of pre-fabricated, pre-cut lumber shipped 
around Cape Horn from New England in I85I and assembled entirely 
with pegs. It is the only known remaining example of its type in 
Southern California. 
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HISTORICAL IICFGRMATION 

# 

The house was erected in 1851 at 3877 Harney Street by Juan Bandini 
for his daughter Dolores and her husband, Captain Charles R, Johnson, 
on property purchased January 12, 1850 for $^0.00 from Joshua H. Bean, 
Alcalda of San Diego, recorded as lots 1 and 2, Block 93, (Deed Book E, 
p. 157, City). 

In 1853, it was rented to Lt. George H. Derby, United States Army, who 
had been assigned to San Diego to engineer the turning of San Diego 
River into False Bay, He had graduated from West Point in lQk6  and 
served with distinction in the Mexican War. It was while living in 
this house that he wrote articles for the San Diego Herald which were 
published in book form under the title of "Phoenixiana" in 1855, and 
post humously in 1865 as "Squibob Papers". 

The house was purchased in 1855 by Captain George Allen Pendleton, a 
member of the State Constitutional Convention in 18^9, who lived here 
until his death in l8f71. He had served as County Clerk and Recorder 
with offices in his home and had been a classmate cf General Ulyssis 
S. Grant at West Point. 

In i860, it was bought by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kerren who extended the 
gable roof of the adobe section until it met the frame structure, 
forming a new room. 

The building recently was moved, in tact, to its new location at 
kOYJ Harney Street. The "7" in the new number will be one of the "7s" 
from the old address number. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The building consists of a two-story frame structure with a one-story 
addition to the rear. This addition, originally consisted of a portion 
attached to the main house which no doubt served as the kitchen; and 
an adobe two-room separate building about 15 feet to the rear. The 
"new room" was formed when Mr. and Mrs. Kerren joined the two buildings 
in 1880. The "new room" became the kitchen and in the adobe there is 
a small sitting room with fireplace and a bedroom. 

The design is Classic Revival. The two story portion of the building 
is 20'-O" x 20'-0" and of good design. The windows are spaced 
symmetrically on all sides on the first and second stories. A porch 
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or veranda extends across the front of the "building. There are two 
front entrances, one opens to a combination parlor and office, the 
other leads to a hall and staircase. On the second floor, the Master 
Bedroom extends the entire width of the building at the front; the 
second "bedroom is at the rear> and a modern bathroom has been installed 
at the head of the stairs. 

The property is enclosed with a prim picket fence and, with the house, 
presents a decided New England appearance. There is an interesting 
brick walk leading to the front entrances with a triangular shaped 
flowerbed in the center. These brick, hand made and fired in a kiln, 
came from Thomas Whaley's brick yard a short distance back of the house, 

EXTERIOR 

Overall Dimensions - The front width is 20'-3"> the length is 
about Jk'-k";  the rear width is 26'-9"including a 5'-9" porch, 
offset 10'-6" west of the west line of the two story front portion. 

Foundation - Originally the wood structure rested on mud sills. 

Wall Construction - The two-story portion and original kitchen 
were of pre-cut 2" x V studs covered on the exterior with 1" x 10" 
drop siding, the "new room" has 2" x k"  studing with 1" x 12" 
vertical board and batten. Both wood elements had random horizontal 
boarding on the interior. The adobe walls are about 8" thick and 
plastered on both sides. 

Porches - The front porch extends across the entire front of the 
building with three 8" x 10" columns with a plinth and moulding 
at the base about 8" high and a two member moulded cap at the top. 
The side porch (west) is 33'-0" long and includes both the adobe 
and the "new room" with five k"  x V plain posts and V deep lintel. 
The porch was originally up two risers. 

Chimneys - The chimney from the front room fireplace is of brick 
with a simple brick cap. The chimney from the adobe portion seems 
to be of adobe heavily plastered. 

Doors - The exterior doors are 6'-8" high and usually 2'-8" wide 
with four raised panels on exterior and flush on the interior. 
They are 1-3/8" thick. 
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Windows - Typical windows are 2*-2" x 5'-10'% 8 light, h  high, 
D.H. Front room (front wall) pair of casements k}~k"  x 6'-6u 

x  I-3/8", each 8 light, k high. Under the stairs and opposite 
the head of the stair (present bath) are small casements, 
2'-2" x 2'-6", h  light, 2 high. Lowered shutters at windows. 

Roof - The roof over all except the two story portion is wood 
shingle with an open gable at the south end and about a 3^ in 12 
pitch. The pitch continues to sweep down over the west porch, 
exposed 2" x V rafter ends, all around. The roof over the two 
story portion is very low pitched hip type composition roofing 
with about 2'-0" overhang on scroll cut tapered brackets. The 
front porch is low pitched, hip type, composition roof with about 
a 12" overhang and moulded cornice carried on a plain lintel. 

INTERIOR 

Stairway - One straight run of 13 risers, floor to floor height 
of b'-9", fully enclosed with a simple hand rail; a vestibule at 
bottom, landing at the top. 

Flooring - Wood plank flooring, random widths, both floors, 
including the dining room. 

Walls - Horizontal random boards butted against trim and base In 
the two story part. Plaster whitewashed in the adobe, with toe 
mould base. 

Ceilings - Wood V joint T&G ceiling boards in the wood frame 
structure. Exposed rafters and sheathing In the adobe. 

Doors - Similar to the exterior doors with k"  top and side rail 
and stile, 10" lock rail and 9" plus bottom rail. 

Trim - 3j" x 3/^" plain around doors and windows, with a flush 
f" x 3/4" stop both sides. The 1" x 6" base is butted against the 
trim of the doors. 

Hardware - One pair of 3" x 3" iron butts, each door. The shutters 
operate with iron pintels and holds. The large front casements 
have a 3" iron bolt at top and bottom. Boor locks are surface mount- 
ed of iron and have key operated dead bolts and 2^" diameter porce- 
lain knobs. Cupboard doors have 1-J-" diameter porcelain knobs. 
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Lights - Original lights are very interesting lantern type and 
appear to he made of brass. Lights added later are similar 
and electrified. 

Fireplaces - The fireplace in the front room of the two-story 
portion is on the wall opposite the entrance. It projects into 
the room, has a simple rectangular wood mantelpiece of about 2" 
nominal thickness. The fire box is 2'-0" x 2'-0" with brick 
lining and a brick hearth raised about 1" above the floor. The 
fireplace in the sitting room of the adobe portion is on the 
outside (east) wall, projecting into the room. It appears to be 
of adobe heavily plastered with double splayed sides, with a flat 
arch top to the fire box, and receding: sloped plains back to the 
chimney breast. This small fire box is raised about two bricks 
above the simple brick hearth. 
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