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Additional data: San Gabriel was fottnded 1 in 1771, being the fourth 
in the chain of twenty-one California Missions. The original site 
of the founding and"' building was several mil.es to the south of the 
present property, a 'itite, that proved to be unsuiitable by reason of 
river floods. · .. 

The present ahuroh had·"~pell-tower, originally on the north
east corner. This was destro~~ in the earthquake of 1812, after 
whi<.lh a pieroed wall was erected &~ the west end of the south front, 
to serve as a Belfry. ·,, __ _ 

As with the other Missions, there··'\Vere shops and store houses 
built to provide for the several industrial activities of the estab
lishment. These were erected with stone foundations and adobe walls. 
At the present time there remains the foundations together with the 
tannery vats, soap ovens, and fire pits of the smithy. These are of 
stone and briak, as above ~entioned. No olear desoription or piot
ures have been found to i~dioate what the superstructures might have 
been. 

Note: As the measurements and drawings of the Shop Ruins together 
with the photographs o:f the same were made subsequent to the • 
drawings of the Churoh, a new survey number was given them, namely, 
37-SA. 
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The mission was founded in 1771 and 
several successive chapels and buildings 
were erected. In 1781 the Pobladores, 
(founders of the Pueblo of Tuos Angeles) 
rested at the mission after their long 
journey from Mexico, and started out on 
September 4th, 1781 to found the new City. 

Years later, in 1794, the present church 
of stone was begun, and was dedicated in 1806. 
This church was designed by Padre Antonio 
Cu:vzado, who was in charge of the mission at 
that time, and with the help of Padre Sanchez 
and Indian labor, it was erected. The original 
arched roof of stone was so badly cracked by 
the earthquake of 1803 that.it was necessary 
to tear it down and substitute the timbered 
roof in 1804. "The heavy buttresses at San 
Gabriel Mission were probably patterned sub
consciously after the Oathedral0lCordova in 
Spain, where CUrzado was trained • • • • ." * 

The mission chu!'oh is owned by the Ramkn~' 
Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Los Angeles 
and San Diego. 

Marion Parks "Doors to Yeste!'da.y" pu.b
lished by Los Fiesteros de la Calle Olvera 
1932 p. 15 

* Rexfo!'d Newcomb, "The Old Mission Churches 
and His topic Houses of California". 1925 
p. 170-180 

J1&mes, G. W. I:n and out of the old missions of California :p. 1.39 
Elder, P. The old Spanish missions of California p. 18 
Hallenbeck, C. Spanish missions of the old Southwest· p. 69 
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