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This section places the historic aircraft hangars at Williams Field in physical and historical context, and 
then briefly describes the history of flight training over the 50-plus years of activity at the base. A 
location map is included, showing the location of the base in relation to the surrounding communities in 
Maricopa County, Arizona. A site plan is also included, showing the location of the hangars on the flight 
line and their relationship to each other. The section concludes with a description of the closure of 
Williams Air Force Base (AFB), and a discussion of the possibilities for purchase and reuse of the 
historic hangars on the former base. 

Location 

First dedicated in 1941, Williams Field (Williams AFB after 1948) served as a flight training base for 
more than 50 years in the southeastern portion of the Phoenix, Arizona metropolitan area ( Figure 1: 
Location Map). After closure of the air base in 1993, the Air Force lands were to be divided among 
several entities under the recommendations of the Record of Decision on the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (U.S. Department of the Air Force 1994, 1995). Williams Gateway Airport Authority 
(WGAA) is currently working to develop a reliever airport and aerospace center on a portion of the land 
of the former base. The WGAA currently holds a long-term lease and anticipates eventual acquisition 
of approximately 3,100 acres of the former Williams AFB on which to develop the new airport and 
business park. Approximately one-third of this area (1,000 acres) has been identified as suitable for 
aviation-related industrial/commercial developments on parcels adjacent to the runway complex which 
comprises the remaining 2,100 acres. 

A total of 14 standing historic buildings and 9 archaeological sites located on the former Williams AFB 
and have been determined, in consultation between the Air Force and the Arizona State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO), to meet the National Register criteria for significance. All eight of the 
historic buildings on WGAA property are World War II-era hangars located on the flight line (Figure 2: 
Site Map). Six of those eight hangars are threatened by development of the new airport and are 
documented in this series of reports (HABS No. AZ-208 through HABS No. AZ-208-F). Two hangars 
(S-25 and S-27) are to be relocated or demolished in 1997 for the construction of an upgraded, widened, 
and realigned Sossaman Road through the airport. Four of the threatened hangars (S-24, S-31, S-32, and 
T-38) will not be relocated or demolished until future tenants are prepared to build new facilities. 

Historical Context: Pilot Training During World War II 

"During the peak year of 1943, 120,000 air crew trainees [pilots and crew] flew more 
than 3 billion miles in the U.S.--as though the entire population of Savannah, Ga., seized 
by an uncontrollable impulse and equipped with the necessary priorities, flew 134,000 
trips around the equator" (AAF Aid Society 1988: 101-102). 

The meteoric growth of American air forces in the first years of World War II is a story of both 
technological and organizational achievement. In December 1938, the entire Army Air Corps totaled 
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21,125, and in 1941, 1,244 pilots graduated from flying training in the newly retitled Anny Air Forces 
(AAF). 1 By December 1943, the AAF had grown more than one hundred times to nearly 2.4 million men 
and women, with a total of 65,797 pilots graduating in 1943 (AAF Aid Society 1988:vii, 102). 

Although top billing went to pilot training, the supporting players were as important in preparing for war. 
In the same peak year of 1943, almost 16,000 navigators and 16,000 bombardiers graduated from 
training, along with almost 92,000 gunners. Most numerous, and perhaps the most unsung, were the 
more than half a million mechanics and technicians trained in 1943. Without proper aircraft maintenance, 
pilots would never have gotten off the ground (AAF Aid Society 1988: 102). 

Young men entering the AAF in World War II first headed for a basic military course. Those first weeks 
in the military included physical training, marksmanship, and military procedure, and the men interested 
in aviation cadet training underwent a series of physical, psychological, and mental tests to ascertain their 
fitness for pilot training. After passing the series of tests, future pilots entered the first level of flight 
training. Pre-flight school taught map and chart reading, as well as the math and physics of flight. 
Physical and military training were also a part of the daily drill. The second level of schooling, known 
as "primary flying school" or "primary training," put the men into planes for the first time while 
continuing ground school and military training. Often, primary training took place at private, civilian-run 
airfields under contract to the military (AAF Aid Society 1988:102-103; Craven and Cate 1983:xxxii
xxxv). 

The third step, "basic flying school," included more hours of flying with an instructor. Each successive 
level of training utilized more powerful aircraft and required the student pilot to perfonn more 
complicated maneuvers with the aircraft. Not all would-be pilots who entered primary training were 
promoted to basic training. An important part of both primary and basic flying training was the 
continuing process of testing and evaluation of the student pilots. Successful candidates moved through 
primary into basic, and then into advanced flight training. Those who didn't qualify were sent to non
pilot flight training or to training in non-flying specialties. The largest cuts were made at the primary and 
basic training levels (AAF Aid Society 1988: 102-103; Craven and Cate 1983:xxxii-xxxv). 

At the fourth level, "advanced training," the cadets were separated into single- or twin-engine aircraft 
training. Aircraft used for training student pilots were known as "trainers." Single-engine trainers, such 
as the AT-6 "Texans," served as a prelude to flying fighter planes, and twin-engine aircraft, such as the 
A T-9 "Jeeps," introduced the cadets to flying heavier bombers and transports. Upon graduation from 
advanced training, the men received silver pilot's wings and were commissioned second lieutenants. The 
final level of individual training, "transition," put the new pilots into warplanes such as the P-38 
"Lightning," the B-17 "Flying Fortress," and the B-24 "Liberator" (AAF Aid Society 1988: 104-5). 

After the end of World War II, the National Security Act of 1947 separated the air forces from the Anny, 
and created the Department of the Air Force. The newly independent service organized itself into 14 

11n December 1941, the U.S. Army merged the Army Air Corps and the Air Force Combat Command into the 
Army Air Force (AAF Aid Society 1988:9). 
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commands, and one of the 14, the Air Training Command (ATC), took responsibility for training pilots 
(Yenne 1984:39). 

Historical Context: Aircraft Hangars in the Army Air Forces during World War II 

"The magnitude of what was built and the expeditious manner in which construction was 
carried out defies comparison ... the size alone of the undertaking was a monument 
worthy of consideration, indicative of what a nation could do when it had to. 
Administrative coordination, procurement, and labor came together for a common good 
despite tremendous obstacles" (Garner 1990:98). 

Construction of new facilities paralleled the expanding numbers of trainees. In 1939, just 17 bases 
constituted the Army Air Corps inventory, but by 1945 the AAF had expanded into 783 main bases, sub
bases, and auxiliary fields. Between June 1940 and August 1945, more than $3 billion, one-third of the 
War Department's construction expenditures, had been spent on AAF installations. The Army built three 
types of bases, tactical or operational airfields, training facilities, and air depots. In addition, the military 
contracted with more than 40 civilian flight schools for primary flight training (Craven and Cate 
1983:120). 

To take advantage of better flying weather, the Army built most of these new bases in the southern and 
western states, and divided administrative responsibilities among three regional training centers. The 
first, headquartered at Maxwell Field, Alabama, oversaw flying training schools at bases in six southern 
states. The second and largest regional center, headquartered at Randolph Field, Texas, managed nine 
bases in Texas, two in Oklahoma, and one in Arkansas. The third regional center, headquartered at 
Moffett Field, California, controlled flight training and construction of new bases in California, New 
Mexico, Nevada, and Arizona. The newly organized Flying Training Command assumed control of the 
three regional centers in January 1942; 18 months later, the Flying Training Command (pilot, navigator, 
bombardier, and gunnery training) merged with the Technical Training Command (technicians and 
mechanics) to form the AAF Training Command (AAF Aid Society 1988:102-103; Craven and Cate 
1983:xxxii-xxxv). 

During the pre-war mobilization period and during the war itself, aircraft hangar construction went 
through a number of phases, and the date of construction as well as the size of plane to be housed often 
determined the style of hangar built. The earliest construction of hangars associated with mobilization 
for the war began in 1937 with the first funding under the 1935 Wilcox Act ( expanded in April 1939). 
Under the Wilcox Act, five strategic air bases and two air depots were established (Fine and Remington 
1972:54). In 1939, the Army adopted the "24-Group Plan" to expand the Army Air Corps to 24 combat 
groups. The Construction Division of the Army Quartermaster Corps built hangars at the new bases 
using standard hangar designs from the Civil Aeronautics Administration (CAA). During these years, 
the Army built the first of a hangar type which would be the most commonly built hangar throughout 
World War II. This was a steel truss hangar called the "120-Ft. Temporary Hangar," first built at Hill 
Field in Utah (Webster 1996:3-4). 
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The 24-Group Plan was succeeded in late 1940 by the "54-Group Plan," expanding the Army Air Corps 
to 54 combat groups. Shortly after this plan was adopted, responsibility for Air Corps construction 
shifted from the Construction Division to the Corps of Engineers. Under the 54-Group Plan, the Army 
Air Corps acquired over 400 existing CAA fields and modified them for military purposes. In addition, 
24 sites were selected for new or expanded training fields, including Luke and Davis-Monthan fields in 
Arizona. The Corps of Engineers built at least one standard 120-foot Temporary Hangar at each 54-
Group training field. Variations of the standard hangar were also built, including a double version at 
Mather Field in Sacramento (Webster 1996:4-5). 

In March 1941, the 54-Group Plan was succeeded by the "84-Group Plan." Under this plan, the Air 
Corps established 20 new flying training fields, mostly in the southwest, including Williams Field. The 
Corps of Engineers introduced a new hangar design in this expansion plan, the 184-ft demountable 
hangar, Type DH-1, and built at least one DH-1 hangar at each of the new fields. The new hangar 
characterized the training fields of this period, and three were built at Williams Field. The office of the 
Chief of Engineering of the Corps of Engineers in Washington, D.C. prepared initial plans for the DH-1 
hangars. The Los Angeles District Corps of Engineers made slight modifications to the initial plans for 
construction at Williams (Webster 1996:5-7). 

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the Army War Plans Division adopted a 
long-range plan which called for an expansion from 84 to 273 air combat groups. Except for "technical 
construction" which included hangars, buildings were to be of "Theater of Operations" type construction, 
in other words, quick, efficient, and cheap. In January 1942, the AAF selected 50 new training fields 
and expanded existing fields. As a part of that expansion in the second half of 1942, five new hangars 
were built at Williams Field, of two types. The three 122-ft single bowstring hangars appear to be a 
variation of the standard 120-ft hangars built since the late 1930s (at least one other variation of the type 
is known to have been built at Reese Field in Texas) (Webster 1996:6-8). The construction heritage of 
the two "land plane" hangars built at Williams in late 1942 is less well-known. Although one map 
identifies the two distinctive hangars as "Theater of Operations Buildings" (Williams AFB 1955), and 
one survey notes that 50 of these hangars were built across the United States (Woodward 1992), no other 
land plane hangars have been identified in a recent Army-wide study by the Construction Engineering 
Research Laboratory (Webster 1996; Woodward 1992). 

The expansion of AAF facilities to support 273 combat groups neared completion in late 1943, and by 
early 1944, the AAF ceased all construction except that approved directly by the Commanding General 
of the Air Force. Principal construction after this time supported the B-29 Super Fortress bomber, 
including 18 hangars. No more training facilities were needed, and in 1944, some bases began to close 
(Webster 1996:12-23). 

Historical Context: Brief History of Williams Field, Arizona 

"The great western incubator for sky fighters is at Phoenix, the lively city that blossoms 
like a rose in the Salt River Valley of Arizona. It has vast level stretches of ground that 
make ideal landing fields, and overhead a limitless blue range for the student fliers" 
(Runyon 1942). 
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The onset of World War II turned Phoenix into a military encampment. Sunny weather, little wind, low 
rainfall, level terrain, and nearby undeveloped land attracted both air- and ground-based military training, 
and the agricultural and resort city of 65,000 swarmed with tens of thousands of soldiers. Army field 
maneuvers at the Desert Training Center west of Phoenix involved as many as 30,000 men at Camp 
Hyder in 1943. At the height of military travel to and through Phoenix, as many as 15 trains of soldiers 
a day stopped at Union Station, and in one memorable afternoon, the Red Cross canteen at the railroad 
station served coffee and doughnuts to nearly 7,000 soldiers (Luckingham 1989:137). 

In addition to the soldiers stationed at desert training camps, the Phoenix area hosted thousands of fliers. 
Private contractors operated primary flight training schools at Sky Harbor (established 1939), Falcon 
Field (established 1941), and Thunderbird Fields I and II (established 1941 and 1942, respectively). In 
1941, the Army Air Corps built two fields for advanced flying training at opposite ends of the Valley of 
the Sun, Luke Field in the far northwest corner (near Litchfield, northwest of Glendale) and Williams 
Field in the far southeast (near Higley). The Army also established a gunnery range in southwestern 
Arizona, which continues to be used today as the Barry M. Goldwater Range (Keane and others 1995: 18). 

First referred to as Mesa Military Airport and then Higley Field, the new airfield in the southeast Salt 
River Valley was officially established on July l, 1941 and christened Williams Field in January 1942, 
named after First Lieutenant Charles Linton Williams, an Arizona-born Army Air Corps pilot killed in 
a plane crash in 1927. A local Phoenix construction firm, the Del E. Webb Construction Company, 
constructed the buildings at both Luke and Williams Fields for the Army Air Corps. Plans for Williams 
Field detailed a $4.7 million installation including runways, a water well and water distribution system, 
160 buildings for 3,000 officers, cadets, and enlisted men. By 1944, nearly 400 buildings and structures 
comprised Williams Field (Woodward and others 1992: 10) 

Important dates in the first years at Williams Field included: 

13 Jun 1941: 

30 Jun 1941: 

25 Sep 1941: 

16 Oct 1941: 

04 Dec 1941: 

24 Feb 1942: 

formal announcement from the War Department authorizing the Mesa 
Military Airport 

construction bids opened for (1) runways and flood control, (2) buildings 
and structures, (3) water well and water distribution system 

base officially activated upon arrival of Major Bernard A. Bridget as 
field project officer 

base officially opened upon arrival of advanced detachment of the 89th 
Squadron, about 20 personnel 

approximately one-half of the buildings finished, including S-31 and 
S-32 (S-46 completed in January 1942); 350 men of the 89th Base 
Headquarters and Air Base Squadron arrive 

officially named "Williams Field" 



25 Feb 1942: 

24 Apr 1942: 

Jun 1942: 

Dec 1942: 

Mar 1943: 

WlLLIAMS FIELD 
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first class of 300 pilot cadets arrived 

graduation of first class of pilots after an eight-week course in advanced 
flying training 

second phase of construction started (140 new buildings, including 
buildings S-24, S-25, S-27, T-37 and T-38) 

second phase of construction completed; base population increased to 
3,300 

third phase of construction completed (55 duplexes for married 
personnel) 
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Although initial plans for the Mesa Military Airport had called for a basic flying school, when the base 
opened in December 1941 the AAF designated its mission as an advanced flying training school for 
multi-engine pilots. During the years of World War II, the majority of pilot training at Williams Field 
took place in the twin-engine trainers, AT-9 "Jeeps" and AT-17 "Bobcats." In addition, Williams also 
provided single-engine advanced fighter training in A T-6 "Texans," twin-engine fighter transition training 
in 1943 flying P-38 "Lightnings," four-engine transition training from December 1944 through March 
1945 in B-17 "Flying Fortresses," and bombardier and instrument bombing specialists training from April 
to November 1945 in B-24 "Liberators." Multi-engine pilot training continued to be the primary mission 
at Williams Field until September 1944 (Paul Bates, personal communication, 8 August 1996; Woodward 
and others 1992:8, 10). 

In 1945, the primary mission of Williams Field changed to training fighter pilots, adding a gunnery 
school and a fighter pilot transition school flying P-47 "Thunderbolts" and P-51 "Mustangs." In 1946, 
pilots began training in new jet aircraft, the F-80 "Shooting Stars" and the T-33 two-seater jet trainer. 
The T-6 (formerly known as the AT-6) continued to be used (Woodward and others 1992:10). Most air 
bases across the United States closed after the end of World War II, and Williams Field was one of only 
nine bases to remain active between 1946 and 1951 when bases were re-activated for the Korean conflict. 
After the formation of the new Air Force in 194 7, Williams Field became Williams AFB on January 13, 
1948 (Woodward and others 1992: 10). Williams AFB remained in the A TC for most of its more than 
50 years of service. For a few years in the 1950s, Williams AFB served under the Tactical Air Command 
(TAC) rather than the ATC, but in about 1960, the ATC again controlled the activities at Williams (Paul 
Bates, personal communication, 8 August 1996). 

By the Vietnam War-era, the division of pilot training into basic, primary, and advanced training had been 
blurred, and all levels of training took place at Williams AFB. The most common aircraft used at 
Williams at that time were two twin-engine jets, the T-37 "Tweets" and T-38 "Talons," the latter 
described as a "magnificent little bird" by one veteran pilot and instructor (Paul Bates, personal 
communication, 8 August 1996). In the late 1980s, Williams AFB was the "busiest airport in the world 
in the daytime" and saw "more take-offs and landings than O'Hare [Airport]" (Leo Huppert, personal 
communication, 18 June 1996). Training continued to take place in the T-37 and the T-38, each of 
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which could accommodate a pilot and an instructor. These jets were parked "out in the sun, from one end 
of the apron to the other" (Leo Huppert, personal communication, 18 June 1996). 

Although official histories focus on pilot training, the story of the Williams hangars is more the story of 
aircraft mechanics and technicians than pilots. Pilots and instructors rarely entered the hangars, as they 
were used to house aircraft only during maintenance procedures. Of all the planes "parked from one end 
of the apron to the other," only a few could have been housed in the hangars at any one time. Thus, while 
it is important to note the types of aircraft that flew in and out of Williams because their size dictated the 
size of the hangars, it is also important to remember that mechanics and technicians, less well-known than 
the pilots, were the day-to-day workers inside these buildings. 

Historical Context: Aircraft Hangar Construction at Williams Field During World War II 

"An air force," General Arnold explained to a congressional committee in 1939, "is a balanced 
compound of three essential ingredients--airplanes, combat and maintenance crews, and air 
bases" (Craven and Cate 1983:119). 

During the years of World War II, about 400 newly built buildings and structures made up the new 
Williams Field in the southeast Salt River Valley. Bids were let in June 1941 for the first phase of 
construction, and the $1.5 million contract was won by a local construction firm, Del E. Webb 
Construction Company. Most of the first phase was completed by December 1942, including the first 
three hangars at the air field, all standard Type DH-1 hangars. Buildings S-31 and S-32 on the south 
apron of the runway were completed in December 1941, and S-46 on the north apron was completed in 
January 1942 (Woodward and others 1992:10, 12, 20). 

A second phase of construction began in June 1942 and was completed by the end of that year. The 
remainder of the World War II-era hangars at Williams Field were included in this second phase of 
construction. Two land plane hangars (T-37 and T-38) were built on the south apron, and three single 
bowstring hangars (S-24, S-25, and S-27) were constructed on the middle apron by November 1942 
(Woodward and others 1992:20). The construction date of the demolished single bowstring hangar on 
the north apron (S-48) is not known, although it may have been built at the same time as the other single 
bowstring hangars, in the second phase of construction. All of the single bowstring hangars appear to 
have been built as a variation on the standard 120-ft hangar type. 

An important point about the Williams hangars is that eight of the original nine hangars constructed 
during World War II still stand on the flight line. 2 Newer hangars have been built on the east side of the 
runway, but because most of the aircraft flown for training at Williams since the 1950s has continued to 

2Comparison of a May 1942 map of Williams Field with a 1958 map of Williams AFB and several aerial 
photographs demonstrated that a total of nine World War II-era hangars were built at the base. In addition to the 
eight extant hangars, a ninth (S-48) once stood on the north apron to the northwest of S-46. Visible on 1942, 1955 
and 1958 maps and on aerial photographs dated 1949 through 1991, its footprint is similar to S-24, S-25, and S-27, 
suggesting that it was a fourth bowstring hangar. The hangar was demolished in 1991 or 1992 by the Air Force, but 
the concrete pad is still in place (Bruder and Keane 1996:19). 
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be smaller planes such as the T-37 and T-38, the "temporary" World War II-era hangars have continued 
to be used.3 

Closure of Williams AFB 

The Air Force announced the closure of Williams AFB in July 1991, and the base was officially closed 
on 30 September 1993 pursuant to the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 and the 
recommendations of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission. After the base was 
identified for closure, Arizona Governor Fife Symington appointed the Williams AFB Economic Reuse 
Advisory Board, and in August 1992, this board produced the Williams AFB Economic Reuse Plan 
outlining a long-range plan for the reuse of the former base (EDA W 1992). Key objectives of the plan 
included (1) the development of a civilian airport utilizing the existing runways; (2) the creation of a 
campus for education, research, and training; and (3) the development of new industrial and commercial 
activities. The governor approved the plan as the official master plan for the reuse of the former base 
through Executive Order 92.27. 

By 1992, only 34 of nearly 400 World War II-era buildings and structures remained at Williams. 
Because base closure has the potential to adversely affect historic properties, the Air Force followed the 
consultation process outlined in federal cultural resource regulations and developed a Programmatic 
Agreement and Treatment Plan for the closure and transfer of Williams AFB (SWCA and Ryden 1995). 
As a part of that process, a Historic Building Survey identified National Register-significant properties 
on the former AFB (Woodward and others 1992). Subsequently, 14 properties were nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places on a Multiple Property Documentation Form, including all eight 
hangars (Woodward and others 1993). 

All eight extant World War-II era hangars were described as "significant examples of the engineering and 
construction methods used to build aircraft hangars during the large scale development of flying training 
fields in the early years of World War II" and "excellent illustrations of the origins of Williams Field as 
a flying training school and its association with the AAF Flying Training Command during World War 
II" (Woodward and others 1992: 17). All eight were recommended as eligible under criteria A and C for 
the National Register of Historic Places, and one has been listed (S-46). The remaining seven historic 
hangars are located adjacent to one another along the flight line and were nominated as a "Historic 
Hangar District," but have not as yet been listed on the National Register of Historic Places (Woodward 
and others 1992:18; 1993). 

Subsequent 1993 and 1995 planning documents for the proposed airport, now referred to as Williams 
Gateway Airport, evaluated existing facilities, forecasted future aviation and aerospace demands, and 
identified actions necessary to keep pace with those demands (Coffman and Associates 1993; RKG 
1995). The new Williams Gateway Airport was envisioned as a satellite airport providing relief to 
Phoenix's major airport, Sky Harbor. In November 1995, BRW, Inc. produced a site plan for the Phase 1 

3 At Luke AFB across the Salt River Valley, all World War II-era hangars, including two double bowstring 
hangars and two land plane hangars, have been demolished to make room for larger, updated hangars for the larger 
F-15"Eagle" and F-16 "Falcon" aircraft (Keane and others 1995). 
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development of the Williams Gateway Airport Business Park (BRW, Inc. 1995). The site plan indicated 
a widening and realignment of Sossaman Road that threatened three hangars (Buildings S-25, S-27, and 
T-38), as well as future development along the flight line that threatened the remaining World War II-era 
hangars. However, after the presentation of that Phase 1 site plan, the siting of the new road was shifted, 
sparing T-38 from demolition. Also, the WGAA decided to retain and refurbish S-46, and to convert T-
37 into a wash rack for aircraft. Thus, this series of HABS reports is concerned only with the two 
hangars (S-25 and S-27) scheduled for relocation or demolition in 1997 during the construction of 
Sossaman Road, and the four hangars (S-24, S-31, S-32, and T-38) anticipated for relocation or 
demolition during future development.4 

Possibilities for Purchase and Reuse of Historic Hangars 

Answering a request from the Arizona State Historic Preservation Office, Lisa Laird, WGAA 
Environmental Manager, prepared "Request for Proposals: Purchase of Historic Aircraft Hangars" (RFP) 
packets on July 15, 1996. The packets describe Buildings S-25 and S-27, the two hangars facing 
relocation or demolition in 1997, and include information on their size, date of construction, and 
construction materials as well as copies of the Arizona Historical Property Inventory Forms for the two 
hangars. In a section titled, "Summary of Positive and Negative Considerations," the RFP identifies 
possible sources of funding for rehabilitation of historic buildings through the Arizona Heritage Fund and 
federal !STEA funds, and further suggests that removal and reuse of these buildings may qualify for 
investment tax credits. On the negative side, the RFP notes the lead paint and nonfriable asbestos 
contained in the buildings. 

The RFP invites interested parties to tour the hangars and consider re-using the buildings either on-site 
or on a new site. The WGAA also ran a public notice in two local newspapers, the Arizona Republic and 
Mesa Tribune, on Sunday August 4, 1996, announcing the RFP. As of the middle of August 1996, the 
WGAA has received three inquiries for the RFP; closing date is October 1, 1996 (Lisa Laird, WGAA, 
personal communication, 7 August 1996; WGAA 1996). The same RFP procedure will be followed 
when any of the other hangars considered eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places 
faces demolition. 

4Airport plans continually develop and change. As of August 1996, the WGAA plans to rehab 38 into a wash 
rack. Earlier plans discussed converting T-37 into a wash rack, but as of August 1996, tenant McDonnell-Douglas 
has requested the use ofT-37. Also, the exterior lead paint on S-25, S-31, and S-32 will be removed (Lisa Laird, 
WGAA, personal communication, 7 August 1996). 
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This section describes the sources of information for this report, both oral and documentary. 

Interviews 

The authors of this report interviewed several people with knowledge of this project. First, we would like 
to thank the following from the Williams Gateway Airport Authority for their help: Lisa Laird, 
Environmental Manager; Jan Dodson, Director of Development; Art Allen, Airport Engineer; and Leo 
Huppert, Property and Assets Manager. Bob Gasser, formerly with the Arizona State Historic 
Preservation Office and now with the Arizona Department of Transportation, described for us the "maze 
of compliance" that surrounded the closure and proposed reuse of the former base. Mesa retiree Paul 
Bates detailed his experiences for us as a pilot and a pilot trainer at Williams in World War II, the Korean 
Conflict, and the War in Vietnam. Dan Lane of the AFB Conversion Agency (AFBCA) guided us to 
drawings of the hangars, now temporarily located in AFBCA files at the former Williams AFB. 
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Williams Gateway Airport is being developed as a reliever airport and aerospace center to serve the 
southeastern portion of the greater Phoenix, Arizona metropolitan area. The lands on which the Airport 
is situated are part of the former Williams AFB, and remain under Air Force ownership. Thus, the Air 
Force is the federal agency involved in this project and is responsible for compliance with the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA). 

Currently, the WGAA occupies the Airport under a long-term lease from the Air Force. The Air Force 
is constrained from transferring ownership of the property to the WGAA until it has satisfactorily dealt 
with hazardous substances identified within the Airport boundary. After clean-up has been accomplished, 
the Airport property will be transferred to the WGAA through a quitclaim deed. A cooperative venture 
of the City of Mesa, the towns of Gilbert and Queen Creek, and the Gila River Indian Community, the 
WGAA is a political subdivision of the State of Arizona with a charter to acquire, develop, and operate 
the airport. 

Development of the Airport has the potential to adversely affect historic properties on the former 
Williams AFB, including six World War II-era hangars on the flight line. Two of the six hangars (S-25 
and S-27) are to be relocated or demolished in 1997 for the construction of an upgraded, widened and 
realigned Sossaman Road through the Airport. Four of the threatened hangars (S-24, S-31, S-32, and T-
38) will not be demolished until future tenants are prepared to build new facilities. Two additional 
hangars not included in this report (T-37 on the south apron and S-46 on the north apron) are not 
threatened by demolition; current plans call for their adaptive re-use. 

On behalf of the WGAA, the Air Force consulted with the Arizona SHPO on appropriate means to 
mitigate the anticipated adverse effects of demolition of the six threatened hangars HABS documentation 
was agreed upon as an acceptable mitigative strategy, and WGAA contracted with Dames & Moore to 
prepare this report. Ms. Melissa Keane acted as principal investigator and historian, and authored the title 
page, historical data, and project information sections of this report. Mr. Michael Corbett, architectural 
historian, authored the descriptive data section and contributed to the index to photographs. Mr. Brian 
Grogan produced the photographs and contributed to the index of photographs. 

Ms. Melissa Keane, historian, is well versed in the complexities of federal cultural resource regulations, 
and is also familiar with the history of military installations in Arizona and experienced in evaluating 
them from the standpoint of cultural resources. As a public historian, Ms. Keane specializes in the 
interpretation of complex historical information for public audiences. Her field of interest is the 
American West of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Combining her training in public history with 
her experience in archaeology, historical archaeology, and editing, Ms. Keane has served as project 
manager for cultural resource planning and mitigation studies in the Dames & Moore Southwest Cultural 
Resources Services group for over five years. She holds both a bachelor's and a master's degree in 
anthropology, and is completing a master's degree in public history. 

Mr. Michael Corbett, architectural historian, has over 20 years of experience in architectural history, 
preservation planning, and cultural resource analysis. He has extensive experience in the preparation of 
National Register of Historic Places determinations of eligibility and HABS/HAER documentation. In 
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a recent HABS/HAER documentation project, Mr. Corbett prepared written historical and descriptive 
reports for 37 buildings scheduled for demolition at the Presidio of San Francisco, in conjunction with 
the conversion of the military facility by the National Park Service. Mr. Corbett is currently a PhD 
candidate in the history of architecture at the University of California at Berkeley, and meets the Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards as an architectural historian. 

Brian Grogan 's firm, Photography and Preservation Associates, is dedicated to historic documentation 
and the exploration of land use and preservation issues through contemporary photography. In addition 
to having worked with Dames & Moore as a subconsultant on several projects, Mr. Grogan's clients 
include the National Park Service, Hampden-Sydney College of Virginia, the Presidio of California, and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. He is well versed in HABS/HAER documentation requirements, and 
has contributed to a number of photographic exhibitions and publications. 

Photographs were taken in June 1996, and the written report completed in August 1996. 
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