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PIPE SPRING FORT ° o

' Pipe Spring Netional Monument, Mohave County, Arizonsa

Owner : United Stetes Deportment of the Interior, National Park

Service, Southwestern Nationel Monuments, Coolidge, Arizona.

Date of Erection: 1870,

Architect: Unknown.

r——

Builder: Bishop Anson P, Winsor, for the Mormon Church.

Present Condition: Fail"-' '.'x"oofs of 211 buildings, balconies of

fort, large doors to court, end several windows end doors restored

recentlj, buildings essentially uncha.nged.

Number of Stories: One and two.

‘Materials of Comstruction: TFoundations, stone and lime mortar;.

floors, Ifla~stone, pine, and esrth; exterior walls, stone and

lime morter; interior walls, first story, stone and lime nmorter,
second story, frames plaster finish on interiocr; roof, fort,
pitched shingle on wood construction, outlying buildings, small :
cedar logs, brush and earth'- meterials end construction of restorsw
tion seme as or:n.glnalo S : -

Other Existing Records: Written records, Heston, Leonard, "A
Few Historical Facts of Pipe Spring National Monument," South~
western National Monuments Supplement for April, 1936, pe De 259-
3043 Vandiver, Vinecent W., "Report on Pipe Spring Netionsl Monuw
ment, Janvery, 1937", Region 11X, Hational Park Service, Santa Fe
New Moxico. :

Additionel Dates Pipe Spring es & National Monument owes its
existence to important historiesl fectors in commection with the
early Mormon plonesrs and thelr struggle with the I.dians of '
Southern Utah and Northern Arizona.

Prior to being made a Netional Monument on May 31, 1UZ3, the buildm
rs ot Pipe Spring wers neglected end had been subjected to cone
31dcrab1e vandelism and were in & poor state of preservsition.
Subsequent to that time and prior to 1925 Superintendent Pinkley,
of the Southwestern National Monuments, end Leonard Hesaton, custo-
dian of the Monunment, maede an exbensive secarch over the surround-
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ing country and were fortunate in looa‘tlnﬂ and reoéﬁmlng most of
the materisl teken from the il dinrs. “hese were returned to the
monumentt and were incorperated in the restoration of the build=
ings in 1926 and 1922. The restorsbion wes authentie sand the
huildings today sre practbically the same as origingelly constructed.:

Soon after the esteblishment of "Zion", now $alt Leke City, :
in 1247 by Brigheam Young, president of the Mormom Church, parties :
were dispatchad southward meross the hich platesus to select sites
where water snd suvitsble arriculturel lends favored the establishe
ment of settlaremts.

It was in 1855 that the first vhitc nan visited PlpP Springe
‘ This party wae sent out by the Hormon Church with instruetions to
explore the country lying in end erownd the Colorado river smd o
meke peace with the Iadians living in the vieinity. The group was
headed by dJucob Hemblin. The monument recelved its name through
weror mode by William Hamblin (Gunlock Bill) and amotbher menmber
of the party who challensed him to shoot through s silk handker-
chief at a distance of fifty stepse The handkerchief was hung by
its upper edge only and of coursc remained vnpunctured. Accord-
ingly Hamblin, vexed by the Joke, dared Amon Tenney to place his
pipe on & rock near the spring, which wes some distance, so thet
. the mouth of the bowl faced the pertys Hamblin wa-ered thet he
' could shoot the bottom oub of the bowl without touching the rim,
which he promptly did, snd thus the name Pipe Spring.

According to aveilable records, Dre-Jemes M. Whitmore and his
brother=-in-law, Robert MeIntire made the tirst settlement at Pipe
Spring in 1863. They were meinly intercsted in the oattle business
and lived in a dug-out near the present fort. The Kavajo Indians
- were redding the settlements in this secbion during 1868-18€67

with t he result that many of the wesker establishmenis had to be
sbandoned. In Jonvery 1866 the Indians stole the livestock that
the Whitmores had nesr the springe ;—:As’ they followed the trail
they were killed by the Indians, at & point about four miles away.
The eight year old son of Whitmore was left at the spring end laber
~caused the report of the slaying to reach Cfeptain James Andrews of
the State Militie. Six Indisns, later found to be imocent, were
killed for: the crlme. :

The spring and adjoining lands were purchased from the Whitmore
-estete by the Mormon Churche Bishop fnson P. Winsor was sent out-
~in 1868 to bu11q a fort end to care for the tithing ocattle in the

interest of the church. ie oonstructed the two room structure
northeest of the spring. This buildins was remodeled in 1925. A
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second .two room house was constructed west of the spring, facing
south, which ‘commanded =2 broad view of the Antelops Valleye. These
structures wers used s Living gquerters during thé comsbruction

-of the fbrt'; The latter building was restored in 1929.

In the £fall of 1869 2 crew of thirty to forty men sterted to
worl on the fort. The plans called for two two~room buildings
fecing each other across =2 courte The buildings were two stories.
The court is clos=d off st each end and esad: enclosing wall has a
massive swinging geabe of wood, large enough for the passage of a
large covered wagons Red sandstone (of the chinle formebion) was
obtained from nearby quarries and used in the construction of =211
the buildings. Some of the doors, windows and millwork were hauloed
- by wagons from Salt Leke €ity. Others were made at the building,
The lumber end timbers not obteined elsewhere were cut.end hauled
for o distence of from forty to fifty miles by wapons. The lime
‘used for morbar and plaster was hauled in wagons from Pocketville

or Virgin City, Utsh. Availseble maps of Ubah do not show the towns
~of Pocketville or Virgin City. These may be the present towns of
Reoekville and Virgin which are approximetely forty to fifty miles
sweye <The congtruction of the fort was mmpl(;ted in 18%0s The
bulldings were so 1_ocated thot the spring flowed up into the court=
vard a_nd in this way they were alweys suppliied with water. The
spring is -cov_er'ed at present at its source, under the floor of
the north bhullding; f{lowing under the court yard floor and dis--ﬁ
charging o fine flow of water into the west room of the south -
building above the floor, where 1t runs izn a stone lined canal or
diteh set inm the floor snd cilScharr"es to the outside of the bulld-*
ing. on ‘the South.

Soon after completions; two reoms in the fort were utlllzed as
a ChGBuG factory. The Winsors s}nnped most of the dalrv products

St (xeorgo, Uua.h, whore & Mormon Temple wes under construction.
Beef steers were driven at irequen‘; intervals to this point 811&
in 'the sprins end fall to Salt Lai’e Cit"\fs

In 1871 the Dcseret Teles rsmh Compsny's 1ine wes ortended to
Pipe S_prlnp,wlth Miss L,ella _Stewart as operators This wes the
first telegraph line into Arizons. As the Indians were givipg no-
- troudble st the time Miss Stewart was transferred in 8 few months
to Kenab, Utah, where she hendled much of the business o f Major
Powell s perty, vhich was conduc*hlng, exploramon Wt}rk in the sur~
rounding counbry. : -

Blshop ?{1nsor mcved to St George in. 1875 and sold hJ.s :mterest
to private par‘bles for a cattle ranch. ' : ,
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The Arizona “"Strip" counbry was noted at this time for its
excellent grazing lends. Cattle fattened with 1ittle effort on
the part of the ranclmen, Thoussnds of head were rounded up each
year snd driven to market with the result that meny ecouparatively
weelthy familiss become established in the vieinitys. Drives were
started periodically from Pipe Spring ard nearby points to the
railroede Profits proved too much for the settl ers, however, and
now the vhole of the Arizone ¥Strip" couniry hss been oversrazad
until 1ittle vegetstion remainse. . ‘he Soil Conservation Service
is now meking every effort to return these lands to their OI’lElIlal
stotus.

Historical dets furnished by Lesnard Heaton, custodian at

Pipe Spring Hational Honument.

Trent Thomas,
Architect in Charge,
HAES, Southwest Tnit.

‘

Azoroved /%*Wﬂv? , 1940
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ADDENDUM TO:

PIPE SPRING FORT

(Windsor Castle)

Pipe Spring National Monument
Moccasin vicinity

Mohave County

Arizona

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

FIELD RECORDS
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