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THE FONDA TAPE RECORDER 


Here is a completely new type of sound recordin g ins trument 

that combines all the features you have wanted in a reference r eco rder. 

It will record for as long as 8 hours continuously at amazing

ly low cost. A complete 15 minute radio program can be recorded for as 

little as 12~¢. The recordings, made on inexpensive cellophane tape, 

are permanent. They can be played hundred s of times. They are easy to 

file, easy to refer to whenever you like. 

The Fonda recorder is simple to install. The complete record

ing mechanis m and amplifier are mounted in a small lightweight carrying 

case. It can be quickly connected to the radio set in your office or to 

a program line from your studio. It can be used with a microphone for 

recording conferences. 

No technical knowled ge or expe ri e nce is needed to operate the 

Fonda recorder. Simply press a button when the program starts ••• press 

another when it ends. That' s all there is to recording on this new 

machine. No supervision is required while recording any mon~tored 

program. 

The Fonda tape magazine comes to you pre-formed, ready to sl ip 

into the machine , simpler than threading a home movie projector. Lower 

the recording head on the tape and it' s ready to record continuously or 

intermittently for 8 hours . 

To play the recording, simply place the r ep roduce r on the t a pe . 

8ach groove contains 8 minutes of recording making it simple to select 
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--the desired program. 

Both the recording and reproducing needles have permanent gem 

points. Needles do not require changing, shavings are eliminated. 



-- The quality of reproduction obtained from the Fonda recorder 

depends upon the speed of the tape past the recording needle. For 

medium quality reference recording a speed of 40 feet a minute is used 

making the recording cost 50¢ an hour. To obtain higher quality repro

duction a tape speed of 60 feet a minute is used increasing the record

ing cost to 75¢ an hour. The cost of recording is thus made proportion

ate to the quality of reproduction required. 

Fonda tape recordings ~re surprisingly free of surface noise. 

They will remain quiet and give natural, distinct reproduction of voice 

or music for years. Fonda tape is non inflammable. 

The Fonda recorder cuts 60 grooves on a 350 foot magazine of 

cellophane tape. A dial calibrated from 1 to 60 moves the pickup to the 

desired track for playback. The titles of individual programs can be 

ma rked directly on the tape. Each tape magazine comes to you in an in

dividual carton Hith a printed chart for identifying the program materi

al it contains. 

Each of the 60 grooves plays 8 minutes. Knowing the approx

imate time of a program it reauires only a minute or two to spot any 

portion of a recording whether or not the tape has been scored during 

recording. 

Because of its relatively simple construction the Fonda tape re

corder is now the lowest priced continuous recorder on the market. It is 

economical to operate because it requires attention only 3 times in 24 hours. 

It gives you exceptional reproduction of voice and music because it is 

designed to make efficient use of an ideal recording medium••• cellophane. 
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DATA FOR YOUR ENGINEER 


THE PONDA MODEL "AV" TAPE RECORDER consists of a motor drive 
system which passes an endless loop of cellophane tape over a ring of 
idler wheels. One loop of tape passes over a felt bed where the record
ing stylus embosses a groove of constant depth. A worm and gear system 
moves the recording head across the width of the tape making a continuous 
groove at a pitch of 60 2rooves to the inch. The sound modulation is 
applied laterally in the groove. The reproducing head moves freely and 
is auided by the groove. The amplifier combined with the recorder has a 
gain of 110 db. and power output of 5 watts. The frequency response is 
uniform within 2 db. from 50 to 8.000 cycles. Inputs are provided for a 
high impedance microphone or a balanced wire line. 

OVERALL FREQUENCY RESPONSE is determined by the tape speed. 
At 40 PP~l the useful frequenc y response extends to 3.000 CPS, at 60 FP1~ 

the range is extended to 6.000 CPS. The low fre<luency response extends 
to 80 CPS. 

BACKGROUND NOISE ue to combined mechanical vibration and 
needle friction is 25 db below maximum signal level at 40 FPM and down 

30 db at 60 PPM. 

SPEED REGULATION is sufficiently accurate to prevent any 
noticeable "'tIOVlS II when reproducing sustained tones. 

CUTTING HEAD & PICKUP; cutting head, magnetic pickup crystal, 
having a complementary response range uniform within 5 db from 80 to 

6,000 CPS. Cu tt i ng head impedance 500 OHt'lS. 

AUDIO POWER LEVELS; normal input to cutting head plus 20 db. 
Gain reouired to raise reproducer output to 0 level (.006 W.) 15 db. 

IMPEDANCES: amplifier input 500 OHMS and high impedance, out

put 500-15-8 & 4 OHMS. 

CONTROL PANEL contains receptacles for microphone and radio or 
wire line input, volume control, selector switch for recording and play
back, power switch, volume indicator meter and pinjacks for monitoring 
headphones. 

LOUDSPEAKER: Dynamic, 8" size mounted in amplifier panel. 

POWER REQUIREMENTS: Standard recorder operates from 110 volts 
60 cycle A.C. and draws 150 watts. 
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REAR VIEW SHOWING THE EXCELLENT ACCESSIBILITY 

TO ALL PARTS OF THE FONDA CONTINUOUS RECORDER 


DIMENSIONS & WEIGHT: The recorder and amplifier are mounted in 
a carrying case which measures, closed, 17"x 23"x 13" and weighs 53 lbs. 

PRICES 

Complete Fonda Model "AV" Recorder with microphone 
and stand........................................... $ 600.00 


Fonda tape magazine containing 350 feet of pre-formed 
cellophane tape giving 8 hours of recording time.... 4.00 

Quotations are FOB New York, N.Y. and are subject to change without 
notice. 
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RECORDING INSTRUCTIONS - MODEL "AV" 

ror you r conven Ience the num eral s desIgnatI ng the varIous controls, t,\ tc. 
ar '13 a rranged In clockWI s e [ u rl on on the IlluStra tIon. To lTJRKe a r ecord
t ng, proceed as follows: 

Un fa s Cen the [our clips (5) 

Se. that handle (7) Is at 'Neutral' position. 

Place r llm on top rollers and fast en two top clips (5 ). * Tr.en plac e [ 11m 
on lowe r roll er s and fa ste n two lowe r clip s (5) . Llf t cen t ra l bot tom r oll
er (21), tren lower 1 t on fil m. In3 t a ll [Ilm wi th I ns ide o[ loop to I e rt 
of roller (4), with film passing und e r tt,ls roll e r. 

* A clip has r eplaced tt.e top roll e r (111) on some mOd e l e . wn en thi s 10 t lle 
case, r11m 1£ supplled In a small pas t eboard sleeve. ThI s s l eeve f1t,~ In t o 
Clip. 

Pl a c e !llJ11 over recording trael\ (14), around POller (15), to left of roller 
(18). Wlder roller (19) and ove r roll e r (13). 

Re l ease spring on pres s ure roller (16) by plac ln s ttlum b on lever (17) and 
press ing down. Push l e ve r (17) down past lockl ng po in t and a llow It t o 
came up. 

See t ha t control marked "GaIn" (3) on lower rront panel Is at '0 11
• Turn 

a j c~n t knob (2) to 'Hlc'. 

In sert plu g Of microphone cord lnta s ocket on panel ma r ked ' HI GRD PIIO ;£ '. 
Turn switch knob (1) to 'ON'. Wal t 30 s econd s for tube s to .ea t. 

Pull cutter head (12) to ou t e rmost pos ition. 

Snap on to ggl e sWI tch (6). Re cor de r Is now op erating. See that rtlm I s In 
contact with roller (4). paSSi ng o'rer recording track (14). around ro lle r 
(15). Wlder roller (18) direc tl y to roll e r (19). Any slaCk will dl s ap car 
after machIne has run a rew moments. 

Allow film to run Wltll r ed li ne on film passe s recording track (14). Th i s 
Is the starting point of t!le r ecording. ,,'hen red line app ears In this 
position, turn orr machine by means o t toggle switch ( ~ ). 

Tes e requ ired leve l ga in (20) by adj us ting gain control (3) while pers on 
about to r ec ord sp eaks a few words or. In t rle case or mus 1c , plays a rew 
bars In to t he mi crophone. Pointer on DB meter (20 ) should remain within 
the gr een porclon. 
Pull handle (7) outward and rai se gently to ' CU 'M'ER' pOsition. Snap on 
t ogv,l e switch (6). Hachlne I s now actually recording. Check l eve l gain 
(aJ) . 

NOTE: The cutting head (12) may be removed from film at. any given tiM a nd 
Ins t antaneous reproduction may be had by followin g er e PLA,yuACK Instruc tion. 

FE CO RDING TIl1E: One complete r evo lution of the [[1m take s pl ace In el gl; t 
mInutes. SIxty tracks acros s tfl e rtlm pennI t 480 mInutes of eIght hours 
r ecordIng. 

PLAYBACK INSTRUCTIONS - MODEL "AV" 

'When recordIng Is completed, snap orr toggle swltcfl (S). 

Pull out handle (7) and move to 'NEUTRAL'. 

Snap on toggle switch (6) and allow film to run wnll red 
line appears opposl te pick-up needle. Tlds will be the .starting point. 

Snap off toggle swl tch (6) . Turn Index dial (8) to Ie rt 
until It stops. 

Pull out handle (7) and move to "PICKUP". 

[f playback of complete recording Is desired, turn jg).QQ (9) 
untIl poInter Is at "0". ThIs places pIck-up needle on 
rIrst sound track. PoInter, however. may be turned to se
lect any other SOWld track desIred. 

Turn central knob (2) on lower panel to 'PLAYBACK'. 

Snap on toggle switch (6). 

Turn Index dial (8) to the right as far as It will go . 
This will drop the pick-up ne edle Into the sound trac k 
selec ted by operatIon nUlTlber SI x. 

:-!a chlne Is now reproducI ng. Cha.nnels can be changed whIle 
mach ine Is running by usi n g control knob (9). 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The central control knob (2) on lower panel has rour posI
tIons, as follows! 

HIC 
RADI O 
PLAYRACK 
SPEAKER DT. 

Tt, e me (i' l c roptwne) and RADW (Tune r) positIons are for 
r ec ordIng purposes only. The HIe Dosltlon co nnec t s d.Irec t
ly WIth th e Hlcrophon e . The RADI O conn ects with e xternal 
broadcas t Tuner, ror r eco rdIng progr ams dIrec tly "orr the 
aIr " . 

The PLAYAA CK posl tl on Is us ed for playing back recordings 
al r eady ade on t he ronda rr 1m. 

The SPEAKER EXT. position Is us ed wh en an external s pe ke r 
i s des Ired. TIle leads or the ex t e r nal s peake r shoul d be 
connec t ed t o t he te rmin a ls In ba ck of "",p11 fl e r chass is 
ma rked ' Vo i ce ,I end , 2. ' To th l e f t o f t n.," t e rml n Is 
Is a plug ma rked 'X'. The re are four no l es In t h i s pl ug 
r ead Ing c lockwise 4. 8. 15 end 500 ohm s . l mpedanoe c an be 
chan ge d by movi ng this plug to ei t her o[ t ne fo ur pos itions. 

The 110 volt. 80 cycle AC powar pl ug I s on the l e re side of 
the case. 

CAUTION 

W}-.en IT! [ , Ine Is not ope r a tIng, r:l.e le ve r ' 17) s hou l d be 
Dr e2s~d dOMi untIl I t l ocks. Th I s wIl l preven t nat sDot s 
on r Olle rs. 

AIJTOHATlC STOP: 1'h \ 5 Fonda mao hl ne 15 e qu i pped w1th a red 
1 1g}1 t Croa t wIll n as h on a ml nuc es b·F!{ore the end or e 
hours r~cord l n g. The mach lne wt l:.l autOmac l c:'1.1..1 y stop When 
a run 8 hou r s or recorn ln ~ Is c ompl e t ed . 

CLEA~ fI;1 JI ' F'ORl'ATIOf' : A kit con s l St ln Of felt padS . a 
bo tt l e () r ca roo n te t. r a. <:: lo r l t1e and a bOttle o r denat r e d. 
al cohol Is supp l l .!l wl , t: eac ), machi ne . 

The r e cor M ng tra ck (14) s tloul ll be cleaned Nl th fe lt oad 
ul3t.u ra t:",ed wl t h ca r-oon e rac hlor1de wll elieve r necessary. 

The ~I v~ rolle r ( 15 ) sr.au l d be cleaned fr e quen l y with a 
re I t naa s a ~ rat p.ct wI t h alcohoL 

rONDA 
CORPORATION 

29 West 57th Street, New York, N. Y. 

prln ted In U. S. A. 


