
12 HAYDEN GENEALOGY.

Henry VITI(1581), is (1829) the seat of William Earle LyttonBulwer,
Esq.," the elder brother of the novelist.

From the notes of Thomas Heydon, Esq., Solicitor, No. 9 King's
Road, Bedford Row, now living,Ilearn that "the Heydons of Nor-
folk, by Sir William Heydon, sold this property to the Bulwers in the
9th year of Queen Elizabeth," 1567. It came first to the Dynes, and
afterwards to the Bulwers.
, Blomefield, vol. vi., p. 244, under the heading, "Heydon cum Mem-
bris," remarks: "The ancient family of the Heydons took their name
from this town, where they originally sprung; but as their chief resi-
dence when in fullprosperity was at Baconsthorp, Idesign to speak of
them at large under that place." Baconsthorp is a small parish and
village of some 250 inhabitants, about five miles north of Heydon, and
nineteen miles from Norwich. We shall follow them thither in our
next chapter, when we come to speak of the Norfolk branch or line.

The family comes into public notice early in the thirteenth century
in the person of Thomas de Heydon, resident at Heydon, and "a

justice itinerant in Norfolk in1221 ";reign of Henry 111. Prom .him
the several lines appear allto have proceeded. They do not seem tohave
been numerous at any period of their history. The principal branch,
in the persons of the eldest sons, remained in Norfolk, inheriting the
estates at Heydon, Baconsthorp, and elsewhere; while a branch, in the
line of a second son by the name of John de Heydon, settled inDevon,
in the reign of Edward I, 1273; and another branch, a few genera-
tions later, under Edward 111, about 1375, removed to Watford, near
London, in the county of Hertford.

From these points they have spread, sparsely, into a few other coun-
ties, Suffolk, Surrey, Kent, Warwickshire, Bedfordshire. But the
history is mostly confined to the three principal lines They were
lovers of locality, their habit being to fasten in the soil and remain
there for many generations until something came to disturb their
tenure.

Their favorite occupation appears to have been the law; they figure
as judges, sheriffs, magistrates of different degrees, barristers, and,
very largely, as the administrators of wills and the managers of estates.
They appear also frequently as commanders and officers in the army;


