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study, but he also applied himself industriously to the
study of optics, the mechanical powers, etc."

Benjamin Rittenhouse married Elizabeth Bull,daughter"
of General John Bull,on December 26, 1770. John Bull
was a resident of Providence township, Montgomery county,
Pennsylvania, and in1771 he owned the Norris plantation
and mill,and resided there on the site of the present bor-
ough of Norristown (incorporated March 31, 1812. Popu-
lation in1810 was 1336). InNovember, 1776, he disposed of
all his property in Norriton township, and not long after
this date moved to Berkeley county, Virginia, where he
erected a millon the Opequan Creek, and as early as 1785
he removed to Northumberland county, Pennsylvania. His
wife,Mary Bull,died February 23, 1811, aged 80 years.

The Northumberland Argus says :. llShe was buried inthe
Quaker graveyard, and General Bull,though much reduced
by sickness and old age, previous to the grave being closed
addressed the people as follows:

'
The Lord gave and the

Lord hath taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.
May we, who are so soon to follow^be as well prepared as
she was.'

"*
Elizabeth BullRittenhoiise, wifeof Benjamin, died later,

and Benjamin subsequently married Frances Wade, daugh-
ter of Colonel Francis. Wade, on January 22, 1793, inthe St,
James Episcopal Church at Evansburg, Montgomery county,
Pennsylvania. Colonel Wade resided at that time inProvi-
dence, Montgomery county, Pa. By both these marriages'
he had male issue. His children were David, John,. Frank-
lin,Mary, Emily, and William.

Matthias' Rittenhouse, the father of Benjamin, hel&ihe(
highly respectable station of an intelligent, independent'
farmer, and ithas .also been seen that his paternal ancestors^

*John Bull was appointed colonel May 2, 1777, and prorno^ <

tant general";: June 17, 1777; died at Northumberland, PenlisiylTOu^^
August 9, 1824, ,aged 94 years. See notice of him in Vpl
pageJ2, Penna. Archives. . - ".- - ¦~' '^H'M^^^S.


