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Van Houten (b. June 13, 1806, dau. of Judge Gerrebrant
Van Houten and Jane Garrison), June 1, 1825; d. Nov. 18,
1886; she d. March 6, 1874- He always wrote his name
Ralph Doremus. He left his father's home' at Pacquanac
when a mere lad, and witha little bundJe of his personal
belongings trudged to New York in search of employment.
He was a handsome little fellow, graceful in manner, cour-
teous and winning inspeech, and soon found occupation in
a large dry goods house. Being an excellent penman and
accountant he was given a clerkship, and continued in the
establishment until he concluded to set up for himself in
Paterson, as a dealer in cloths and dry goods, becoming in
a few years one of the leading merchants of the town, and
likewise foremost in his contributions to religious and
benevolent work. His store was on the west side of Main
street, between Broadway and Van Houten street. The peo-
ple of Saddle River township elected him town clerk in
1828-29-30, and his records are models of neatness and
perspicuity. He was elected accountant of the Paterson
Fire Association, in 1830; was enrolled as a member of
Engine Company No. 5, in 1834; was elected one of
the Fire Wardens, in 1835, declined; in 1837 he was
elected one of the judges of appeal. For many years he
was' one of the most generous contributors to the Second
Reformed church. 1 On his marriage to Judge Van
Houten's daughter he erected the handsome brick res-
idence on the corner of Water and Albion streets, buy-
ingall the materials and having the work done under his
personal supervision. The panic of 1837 affected him in
common with every other merchant in the country, and
he retired from business, devoting himself thereafter to

the care of his considerable farming property. During the
last fortyor forty-five years of his life he lived in what is
known as the Doremus homestead, Nos. 115-123 Water
street. A miniature of him, painted in 1825, for his bride,
and now in the possession of his granddaughter, Mrs. Wil-
liam Nelson, shows him to have been handsome and ele-
gant, with light brown eyes, and a ruddy countenance,

lSee The VanHouten Manuscripts.


