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experience and energy. The difficulty was happily settled,
and from that time Dr.Elderkin fullyshared the confidence
of his fellow citizens. He was, like his brother, ardently
patriotic, and rendered most important services during the
most tryingperiod of the revolutionary war. InJuly, 1776,
he was appointed to buy tow cloth for tents for the army.
In the same year he was appointed with others toprocure
supplies and refreshments for the soldiers. At one time an
order of ,£I,OOO was drawn in his favor for the purchase of
clothing. His name is often mentioned in the doings of the
Assembly and Council of Safety as furnishing supplies and
providing and contracting for various articles necessary for
the arnry. One descendant says :He entered heart and soul
into the war of the revolution, was early commissary in the
army, and to help forward the cause pledged his fortune for
debts contracted inits service. Government paid in Conti-
nental money, which, at the close of the war, greatly depre-
ciating in value, his own property was taken to pay these
debts, and, that not being sufficient, he was thrown into
Windham jail,where he spent many months. He and his
wife in their last days found a home with their youngest
daughter in Canterbury (Westminster Society), where they
died and were buried in the cemetery of that place. He was
truly in every sense a good man. His career was a checkered
one, and he experienced many ups and downs in life. His
services and sacrifices for his country inits most trying pe-
riod should lead us to pardon his versatile organization and
withgratitude remember his virtues.

Dr. Joshua Elderkin was born October 30, 1720.
He married Rachel Wetmore July 31, 1749.

He died (aged 80 years) at Windham, February, 1801.

Neither the birth nor death of his wife is known

Besides two who died in infancy they had :


