24 THE DEAN FAMILY,

served no purpose gther than that of euphony. Incidentally It showed
the Romanic origin of the name. The pame Robert was common in
France at and previous to thistime. Saint Robert has long been one of
the favorite salnts of the Roman church in France. Robert the Strong
wee killed in Dottle in BG1. If Robert de Dens was not & Norman Lis
name certainly was of that character.

The French lg, fa, 7, sre the different forms of the article fie, the
first masculine, the second feminine, the Jast indeterminate on sccount
of the elisfon of ¢ or ¢ whea the following worl commences with a vowel,
The gender of the urlicle agress, not with the gender of the persen in
whose nama it may sppear, but with the gender of the substantive fron
whicl: the name may be derived. All substantives in French are given
gender,

Sir William of Dens is given as one who early bore the name. At
the time of the conquestheissald to have been theowaer of an estate,
“Throwly,” In I{ent, theseat of an ancient Aliea Priory, or missionary post.
The title 5¢r is Romanie, coming Into Enplish through the French from the
Latin word senior, older. The name William is also Romanic, belng
found 1o the Latin, French, Spanlsh, [tolian, and Portuguese lsoguages.
It is also fouad in the German but still, doubtless, Romanic. The con-
nective ¢f would he but the French de translated.

The intreduction of christinnity smong the Anglo-Suxens early in
the seventh century brouglt with it the study of the Latin, this being the
professional language vf the clergy. Theresult was the transplantiog into
the Anglo-Saxon language of & number of Latin words, principally eccle-
siasticul, that were subsequently changed Into native forms. Desanus, or
dent, In use as an ecclesiastical word, would be very likely te appear
in this vocabulary, and might have readily degencrated, orthographlcally,
tnto the Anglo-Saxen form dere, o the case of William of Dene locnl
surroundings could, within the time of n few carlier penerations, have
given Liwm tltle, hereditary or otherwlse, to & name at once hoth Latin
aod Anglo-Saxon.

Other persons who appear to have DLorne the mame in England
ars: Ralph de }a Dene, 8ir John de Dene znd Sir John de Dyne, or Deyene.
The frst names of these peraons are evidently French, and of Ro-
maniz or Hebrew origin. Dyne, or Deyene, if oot Old French does not,
bear similarity to any known Anglo-Saxon forms. Furthermors, doyen, in
French, meaus dean, a superfor or senior, while doysune means deanship,
or deanery. Thess circumstances would point with reasonable cerfainty
1o the Latin origin of this particular name.

It would be useless to attempt to trace the Deas famlly in England
further back thaa the tiine of the Narman conquest for the reason that
previous to thia date, 1066, the ecustom of using surnames was unkaown
in the country. In fact the Normans themselves had only a ghort
time previously begun the practice. Qnce introduced into Eugland, how-



