The Earidom of Wiltes. i1

1384, and was again fighting in Scotland in 1383 in the expedition of
King Richard II :

Walsingham says of him that he was distinguished for his extra-
ordinary wisdom and integrity, He was the builder of Bolton Castle
in Wensleydale, a palace-castle similar to Sheriff-Hutton and other
works of the latter part of the fourteenth century, and lived there in
feudal splendour and with open-handed hospitality. He founded a
chantry for six priests in the Castle, and in Wensley Church a chantry
of Our Lady., In Easby Abbey he established twelve canonries, and
he was a magnificent benefattor of the Carmelite Friars at North
Allerton. He was challenger in the famous dispute in the Court of
Chivalry known familiarly amongst Heralds as « The suit of the
bend or.”

Richard, third Lord Scrope of Bolton, who married the Lady
Margaret Neville, daughter of Ralph, first Earl of Westmoreland, Lord
of Raby and of Middieham (nephew and heir-male of the unfortunate
Earl of Wiltes), was one of the commanders who served with King
Henry V. in his expedition to France in 1415, and was at the battle of
Agincourt with his retinue of fifteen lances and forty-five archers, the
the bowmen of Wensleydale, led by their captain, James Metcalfe. (4)
The leading part taken by the English archers on that famous field is
well told by Michael Drayton in his heart-stirring Bsllad of the Battle
of Agincourt, the finest war-song—with 2 ring in it like the blast of 2
trumpet—to be found in the English, or perhaps any other language.

“ Well it thine age became,
O noble Erpingham,(5)
Which didst the signal aim
To our hid forces;
When from a meadow by,
Like a storm suddenly,



