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ceilidh, Ultan, Cuanach, Inrachta, Donoch, Maolmocheirgh,
founder of the O'Maolmocheirghes.

The family of O'Maolmocheirghe was conspicuous in ec-
clesiastical capacities. Among them were Muircheartach
O'Maolmocheirghe, a holy bishop of Brefney, who died A.
D. 1149 ; Braen O'Maolmocheirghe, a noted abbot of the
monastery of Kells, died 1277, and Aodh O'M.Coarb, of the
Abbey of Drumlane, who was drowned A.D.1512.

Matthew O'M ? a leading chief inthe county of Done-
gal, died in 1226, and Gathal, "

a constantly spending and
lastingly affluent gentleman," died in 1536.

This information is largely derived from the
"

Annals of
the Four Masters," an authentic work printed in 1631, and
compiled from the ancient Gaelic MS.

During the reigns of the Henrys and Edwards this name
was anglicised as Early. Indirect descent was Jeremiah
Early, b. about 1702 ;emigrated from county Donegal, Ire-
land, to Virginia about 1720; settled in Madison county; m.
Miss Buford and became a man of great wealth ;d. in1795,
aged over 90 years. The distinguished General Jubal A.
Early, and the eminent Methodist Bishop, John Early, were
among his direct descendants.

Jeremiah's sons were :
Jeremiah, James, Jonathan, Jacobus, Jubal, Jacob, Joab,

John, Joseph, Joel.
His youngest son,

Joel Early, born inMadison county, Virginia; was deputy
of the Virginiaconvention in 1788, which ratified the Con-
stitution; moved to Wilkes county (now Green county),
Georgia, in1795. He was prominent both socially and po-
litically,and a leader inall undertakings of political impor-
tance.

His son
Peter Early, born inMadison county, Virginia, June 20th,

1773, graduated at Princeton College, 1792 ;married a sis-
ter of General Thomas 'A. Smith, a distinguished officer of


