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Deeds, 1635, p. 25.) The Grainsby transcripts for 1636-37 are missing.
That of 1638 is signed "Radulphus Levet" and that of 1639 "Raph
Levet." The transcripts for 1640-48 are missing. In1649 the signa-
ture is "R. Levet, rector." The years 1650-63 are missing, and the year
1664 is signed by "WilliamJackson. The transcripts show that on 6 July
1638 Thomas Levet was buried, and on 11 Dec. 1638 "Thomas Levet,
son of Raph Levet and Annhis wife,"was baptized. No record has been
found of this Ralph Levet after 1649. He was the father of Francis Levet
of LittleCarlton, for whose marriage and children see p. 6 above.

Wheelwright was dismissed from his Bilsby vicarage in January 1632,
and in1636, withaparty of relatives and friends, sailed for New England.
What more natural than that Ralph Levett should entrust to his brother-
in-law Wheelwright a near relative, perhaps his only nephew? John
Levett's answer to the bill in Chancery shows that he and his brother
Thomas had borrowed £3000 from Dr. Berry on the Melton estates.
Evidently the family inheritance was beginning to go under the hammer
before 1640, in which year Sir John Melton and Sir Arthur Ingram died.

If then we assume that Ralph Levett of Grainsby did entrust a near
relative to his brother-in-law Wheelwright for the New England venture,
what was the exact degree of relationship ? Let us analyze the family of
Ralph. His only brothers and sister were:¦

A. Thomas Levett, the oldest son and heir,baptized at Melton 28 July
1594. ( Vide supra.) My theory is that our Thomas Levet
was his son, born in1616.

B. John, born about 1605 (vide supra) ; livingin1665 ; <rx> young to
have been the father of our Thomas Levet.

C. Peter, born 1610-11. InPeile's Register we find *Kftas the son
of Thomas Levett of Melton he was admitted pensioner at
Christ's College, Cambridge, 27 Jan. 1628/9. He had attended
the Rotherham School under Mr. Thomas Bonner. He pro-
ceeded B.A. 1632/3, M.A.1636, and became vicar of Canfley,
near Doncaster, where he died in 1672. Perhaps in 1666 he
was vicar of Boynton, co. York. He was too young to have
been the father of our Thomas Levet.

D. Jane, born 1607 ;married in1627 Andrew Goodhand of Kirmond
in Lincolnshire, near Grainsby. His great-uncle Nicholas mar-
ried Judith Harneis, the sister of Thomas, who married Esther
Hutchinson. Jane Goodhand died in 1632, and is buried at
Melton.

In the next preceding generation ofMelton Levetts wefind that Thomas
Levett, the father of Ralph, had only the followingbrothers and sisters :

A. WilliamLevett of Bentley, Yorkshire, born 1574 ;married Eliza-
beth Vickars or Wray (widowprobably of Thomas Sheppard), who
died 1635, leaving a willwhich mentions daughter Dorothy Shep-
pard, grandchild Thomas Sheppard, and nephew WilliamVickars.
WilliamLevett himself died 1638. His willis not extant, but
his inquisition post mortem gives as his next heir- his nephew
Thomas Levett of Tixover, and says that William Levett made
his will14 May 1638 ; in it he left his lands to "my cozen
Thomas Levet son of my brother Robert Levet." Apparently
he had no children and didnot wish his lands to go to his spend-
thriftnephew of Tixover.


