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tio?is, with Hilits for Iheir Better Rigvhition. The system there
minutely unfolded, though somewhat elaborate and complex, was
nevertheless most ingenious and efficient, and it is said that when
the new Poor Law system was being established in the country,
hints for its orderly working were taken from "Dudley's Analy-
sis." Mr. Dudley had now entered on his great lifework, and
for nine years he had the sole charge of the Society's home
organization. Traveling into every part of the country, before
the facilities furnished by railways were known, wherever he went
he carried withhim an enthusiastic attachment to the great prin-
ciples of the Society, great practical sagacity and a truly catholic
and Christian spirit which rarely failed to arouse interest and
secure co-operation.

He met from time to time the royal Dukes of Kent, Sussex,
and Gloucester, all interested and taking part in the Society's
operations. He could speak of personal acquaintance with
William Wilberforce, Charles Simeon, Legh Richmond, Eowland
Hill, Thomas Scott, the commentator, Robert Hall, the great
preacher, Dr. Chalmers; John Owen, Joseph Hughes, and Dr.
Steinkopff, the three first secretaries, sometimes styled, "the
head, and heart, and lungs of the Bible Society." He would
recount pleasant intercourse and co-operation in his much-loved
work with Joseph John Gurney, Hannah More, Elizabeth Fry,
Daniel Wilson, afterwards Bishop of Calcutta, Edward Bicker-
steth, William Jay, the Sumners, Cunninghams, Claytons, John
Angell James, and others too numerous to mention.

In 1857 increasing infirmities led him to appeal to the Com-
mittee for a colleague, which was at once responded to by the
appointment of Rev. J. P. Hewlett, a fellow-laborer in every
way like-minded, and who worked withMr. Dudley as a son with
a father. Relieved now from all active work; and from the re-
sponsibility involved in the care of an important district, he was
permitted to enjoy a few years of quiet resting after the arduous
labors of his long and busy life. Having contracted a second
happy marriage in1824, and been blessed with thirteen children,
eight of whom survived him, he was surrounded in his declining-
days by an attached and loving family by whom he was tenderly
cared for and nursed. Cheering indeed to those around the dying
bed were the words, "Ihave not a cloud or doubt on my mind.
You do not know how near and precious Ifeel my Saviour to be."
And again, after nearly seven days entire silence, the last audible
utterance was in words still reflecting the deep peace within:
"How sweet to be at rest ! Thou willkeep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on Thee." Shortly after, the silver cord
was loosed, and the golden bowl broken, and on the evening of
Nov. 4th, 1862, the Society's first and ablest District Secretary
passed away to his heavenly rest, having entered his 83rd year.


