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nominated for office. Just investigate, kind readers, and see if
any one is ever elected to any office unless he belongs to some
clique. The one thing needful for a candidate in this country is
to be a Grand Army man, a church-member or a partisan. That
is the law of

"
survivalof the fittest," which isin vogue here. In

many places being a
"

rum-seller" is the very best recommenda-
tion for office. Wendell Phillips said the .criminal classes rule in
the great cities.

The only enemies to me are those that hate my strict temperance,
anti-gambling and independent principles.

Drunkards and fools do not sympathize with my abstemious,
studious life. Besides Icriticise the sectarians and partisans and
expose their fallacy and hypocrisy. Verily most people do not
trouble themselves to inquire into any mysteries, but swallow
what their doctor prescribes, believe what their preacher declares,
and vote as their party dictates. They glory in being the majori-
ty, and walking in the foot-steps of their fathers.

The most important thing in the worldis learning, knowledge,
science. Life itself, without this, is only animal existence.
But no one should suppose he cannot get knowledge without
going to college. The college is often filled with charlatans who
pride themselves on the mere name and diplomas of such an insti-
tution. Most of the great men of the world never graduated
from colleges. Colleges are sometimes narrow, sectarian schools,
founded by bigots to serve a sectarian, unscientific, purpose. My
best advice is. that people should get learning and wisdom in the
best way they can without destroying their health. Don't overwork
the brain, don't stud}7 too hard. Make life successful and happy
by doing precisely right and aiming high. Among the most
essential things to be taught in 3chools ai-e respect for parents and
aged people, love of nature, duty to the state, self reliance and
conformity to the laws both civiland natural, and a taste for read-
ing history, philosophy and science. Above all, learn self-denial,
moral courage, kindness and courtesy.
Ihave had a great many noble friends and correspondents in

my lifetime, who have honored me with their wise advice as well
as their inestimable praise.

Wendell Phillips wrote me noble letters.
Charles Summer sent me allhis speeches in Congress.
Edward Everett, President of Harvard University, wrote thanks

for my books in 1848.
Elizur Wright, wrote me Aug. 5, 1873: "Your impartial

History of the First Council of Nice is a most valuable gift to
this age of budding inquiry." . . . "Your work ought to be in
the hands of every preacher in Christendom.''

Mygenealogical collections fillover fifty volumes. Ialso have a
great many autograph letters from the generals of our late civil
war. Several State Historical Societies have chosen me honorary
member.


