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"Ladies and Gentlemen: We all know how common an occur-
rence it is for individuals and communities to say very good things
about men who are dead, to write epitaphs of fulsome praise, to
chisel inmarble heroic sentences of adulation, when they can give
no glow of satisfaction, inspire no throb of gratification in the heart
of the man whose memory is commemorated."

Some of the near personal friends of Mr. Starin, friends who
know him best and consequently appreciate him most highly, have
recognized the fact that of all the actors in this busy, struggling
nineteenth century lifeof ours, no one is more filledwiththe vitality
of energy, work and progress than he; and so it seemed eminently
proper to them that they should express their thought regarding
him and say what they had to say of him while he is alive. And they
determined to express their thoughts in bronze. His characteristic
modesty would,Iam afraid, have prevented the carrying out ofthis
project if he were in this country. But he is now traveling in
foreign lands, enjoying a period of much-needed and well-deserved
rest, and his friends take the opportunity, without his knowledge,
to present impersonally to Starin Place, which his genius and indus-
try has created, this representation of himself. They do this in the
hope that when he returns he may find in it an evidence of the
esteem inwhich he is held. Long may it stand to fittingly com-
memorate the lovelyand lovable character of the man whom itwell
portrays."

As Mr. Root ceased speaking Miss Marguerite
Spraker, Mr. Starin's youngest granddaughter (a
sunny-haired and charming lass of eight summers),
cut the string which held the American ensign round
the statue and it dropped to the ground, revealing
the well-known form and features of the gentleman
whom it was designed to represent. Then, in re-
sponse to Mr.Root, Hon. Howard Carroll, whose wife,
it is perhaps needless to state, is the youngest daugh-
ter of Mr. Starin, upon behalf of the family, accepted
the statue in the following address :

"If,Mr.Root, ladies and gentlemen, if this magnificent statue of
its founder were presented tq Starin Place solely because of any
merit he may have as a personality, only because of any distinction


