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Richard Bache, who had succeeded Benjamin Franklin
as first Postmaster General under the authority of Con-

gress. He held the office seven years, until the adoption
of the Constitution of the United States.

The closest intimacy appears tohave existed between uncle

and nephew, there being but a few years difference in age.

The principal facts in Dr.Belknap's life are well known.
He was the eldest child of Jeremiah Belknap and was born
at Boston, June 4th, 1744. He graduated at Harvard

College in1762, at the age of eighteen. On February 18th,

1767, he was settled over the parish in Dover, New Hamp-
shire, where he remained for twenty years a faithful and
honored minister. In the autumn of 1786, at the earnest

solicitation of Mr. Hazard, Belknap visited Philadelphia
and made the acquaintance of many distinguished men in

that city.*

InJune 1783, Belknap writes to Hazard in reference to

his son inhis 14th year, whom he wishes to indenture to

Mr.Aitken, the printer, at Philadelphia. For some unex-
plained reason Dr.Clarkson is often spoken of inthe cor-
respondence as "Ulysses."

On October Bth,Hazard writes to Belknap :
—"
Icalled to

see (Ulysses) Clarkson the other evening, he asked me ifI

had heard lately from you," . . . . "Itold
him thatIhad and that one ofyour sons was coming to be

apprentice to Mr. A. Ithen mentioned some difficul-
*Belknap Papers.


