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than the modern political meaning, as "available" for

responsible positions. Their character is their accepted

credentials. He probably returned from his western expe-

dition soon after the time of the latest quotations from his

journal. Ifind in the newspapers of1770, an advertisement
showing that he had an office inArch Street, and describing
his employment as "Notary and Tabellion Public." The

disused title of Tabellion is denned as that of i{an officer in
the civil law, whose functions are similar to those of .the
modern notary," (Burrill's Law Dictionary). Itwas, there-

fore a public appointment, and not merely another name'

for scrivener. In 1774 his name was on the list of six*'
Notaries Public." August, 20th 1771 he was commis-

sioned a Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, Quar-
ter Sessions and Orphans' Court. April 27th, 1772, he
is on Mr. Martin's List ('Bench and Bar ') of

"Justices,

specially commissioned as Justices of the Common Pleas,

as one of the Notaries Public, to assist them in their office."

In1776, by ordinance of the convention of Pennsylvania

of September 3d, his name is on the same list of Justices
of the Philadelphia county Courts, with Dr. Franklin,
John Dickinson, John Cadwalader and others of like

prominence. In1773 and after, he was Clerk of the Phila-

delphia Contributionship Insurance Company, and a stock-

holder and director of the Library Company of Philadelphia,
often called the Franklin Library from one of its most

efficient founders. April 10th, 1776, he was appointed


