
12 MEMOIR OF MATTHEW CLARKSON.

time ofEdward 111, who was a companion tothe Black Prince
inthe battles of Crecy and Poictiers. He formed the Church

of Ashley, County Stafford, in which a brass bears an in-

scription to his memory. In the list ofhis children we first

find the name of Matthew, which, with Cornelia for the
other sex, became frequent in the following generations and
their branches, to the present day. Inthe times when lot-

teries were resorted to for the benefit of churches, libraries

and the best purposes, his grandson David (1764) drew a

sum equivalent to twenty-five thousand dollars in gold, in
a lottery for the foundation ofthe British Museum. Of one

ofhis family we only know what is read on a tombstone in
Hitchin, Herts: "M. Katharine Clarkson, died January
11th, 1757, aged eighty-four years. She was daughter of the

learned and eminent David Clarkson, B.D.,who was ejected
from Mortlake, Surrey, in1662, and died in1686."

That my great-grandfather was actively engaged in seek-
ingmaterials for the family history, appears inthe following
extracts from a letter of his, to his namesake in New York,

dated December 13, 1793 :"
The superscription ofthe letter which you enclosed war-

ranted your breaking the seal. Itis from Granville Sharp,
Esquire, between whose family and ours a connection was

formed many years ago. He hath furnished me with infor-
mation concerning our ancestors, which will enable me to
trace our pedigree ina respectable line through a period of

upwards of two centuries.


