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MEMOIR OF MATTHEW CLARKSON.

researches to supply a proper introduction to my humbler
purpose.

The family is traced to Bradford, inYorkshire, and to the
year 1544, in the reign of Henry VIII. There were also
Clarksons in the county of Nottingham, who had the same
coat-of-arms with those ofBradford, and which is stillfound

on the plate and books of the families in New York and
Philadelphia. Its description inheraldry is,

"
argent, on a

bend engrailed sable, three annulets, or." The Yorkshire
crest is

"
a griffin's head couped between two wings, ppr.;

"

the Nottingham crest is
"

an arm inarmour, fessewise, hold-

inga sword, from which flows a pennon."
Among the connections of the English house are several

names oftitle and note, but none of the forefathers are more

worthy of remembrance than the Rev. David Clarkson, B.D.,

1621-1686. He was a Fellow of Cambridge University, and

a tutor of the future Archbishop Tillotson, who succeeded
him in the fellowship. His first wife was a daughter
of Sir Henry Holcroft, a family of high pedigree. Mr.
Clarkson was for a short time an incumbent of the church
at Crayford, and itwas probably his daughter Lettice who
is registered in that parish as baptized May,1652, and buried
March, 1653 ; but he was rector of Mortlake, in Surrey,
when he united his destiny with the famous two thousand
beneficed ministers of the Church of England, who surren-

dered their livings rather than submit to the Act of Uni-
formity of 1662. A selection of his sermons was published


