
198 WALKER FAMILY.

For a history of Walker's Parish, in the County of Albemarle, see Bishop
Meade, _<>/. cif., Vol. 11., p. 41, elseq. "Thomas Jefferson (afterwards Presi-
dent United States) and Nicholas Meriwether," says Bishop Meade, "

laid off
two acres for Walker's Church, by order of the Vestry of Fredericksville Parish.
The land was given by Dr. Thomas Walker. An old mountain chapel stood
here first, the age of which is not known,

"
etc. The old mountain chapel

was succeeded by Walker's Church, which, in1855, was replaced by the beau-
tifulGothic edifice known as Grace Church. This building, an ornament of
which any community may be proud, is made of freestone, quarried in the
neighborhood^and the interior is finished off with carved oak and Virginia
pine. The windows are of stained glass. The three marble tablets that stand
in the rear of the chancel were the gift of the late Mrs. Henry Sigourney
(Amelie Louise Rives), ofBoston, Mass., who was lost on the ill-fated steamer,

VilledvHavre, 22d November," 1873. These tablets are framed in carved oak,
and have inscribed upon them the Ten Commandments. The bellin the
tower was presented byDavid Sears, Esqr., ofBoston, Mass. Itweighs 1,575
pounds, and was cast by Mr. Hooper, of that city.

On the Ist January, 1845, according to the record on the Vestry-book of
Walker's Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia,Dr. Mann Page, of Turkey Hill,
Francis K. Nelson, Esqr., of Cloverfields, Hon. William C. Rives, of Castle
Hill,and James Terrell, Esqr., of Music Hall, residents of the said Parish,
were appointed a committee to take such necessary measures as they might
deem expedient, for commencing and proceeding with the building of a new
church. Owing to the estimated cost of the building, however, the corner
stone was not laid until about 1848. Soon after this occurred, Hon. William
C. Rives was appointed American Minister to France, and was absent four
years. Meantime, Dr.Mann Page and James Terrell, Esqr., both died, so that
for some time the work was postponed. Hon. William C. Rives returned to
Castle Hillin the autumn of 1853, and it was chiefly due to the energy and
devotion ofMrs. Rives that the building was completed early in 1855. It was
named Grace Church, and was consecrated on the 9th May, 1855, by Bishop
"William Meade, of Virginia. Edward C. Mead, of Keswick, Thomas W.
Page, ofTurkey Hill,and Charlotte N. Meriwether, ofKinloch (afterwards the
second wife of Thomas J. Randolph, Jr.), all of Albemarle County, Virginia,
were the first persons ever confirmed in the new building. They were con-
firmed by Bishop William Meade, of Virginia, who laid his hands first on
Edward C. Mead.

Dr. Thomas Walker married, first,in 1741, Mildred Thornton,
widow of Nicholas Meriwether. She was. born 19th March, 1721,


