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The consolidation of the city of Williamsburgh and the town of
Bushwick with Brooklyn, teok place in 1855, In that year he
wag appointed a member of the Board of Education, which has
jurisdiction over a city numbering at present abont a half millien
of inhabitants. For twenty-three years he has been regarded as
one of the most nseful members of that important board. He has
taken deep interest in everything relating to the schools and their
administration, and has devoted an amount of time and energy to
this branch of the public service, which has been heartily given and
intelligently applied, much to the advantage of the city.

When the old Williamsburgh Savings Bank was established,
about tweniy-five years ago, Mr. Barr was made one of its original
Trustees. That institution now has “a capital of nearly fourteen
millions of dollars, and enjovs the entire confidence of it mniti-
tude of depositers. The same fidelity to public trust, which Mr.
Burr has shown in other relations, he has exhibited in his un-
wearied attention to the interests and welfave of this bank, of
which he ig now, and for years past has been, one of the vice pres-
idents. In politics he was a whig, and when the Republican party
was formed he gave the weight of his personal influence to its sup-
port, neither seeking nor wishing office for himeelf ; nevertheless, he .
was for along time active in' the conneils of the local organizations,
and aided very much in the prosecution of their partienlar objects.

Mr. Burr was reared a Cslvinist and a Congregationalist, but
not a bigot. In New York he was connected with the old Carmine
street Presbyterian chareh. On his removal toWilliamsburgh he soom
became a member of the Reformed church, then on Fourth street
and South Seecond. It was not long before he was chozen to be its
treasurer, an office he hag held continuonely for more than thirty
years. The pulpit of the church becoming vacant in 1849, Eider
Burr was chiefly instramental in culling to its service Rev. Elbert
8. Porter, D.D., who began his pastoral work toward the close of
that year, and who, during his long pastorate has always found in
Mr. Burr & true friend and wise counsellor,

Mr. Burr is a grand néphew of Thaddeus Burr of the Revolu-
tion, and has several very valuable family portraits in bis possession.
Among them are full length portraits of Thaddens Burr and his
wife, by Copley, and of Gen. Gershom Burr and his sister, Abby
Burr Capers, by BHarle—the latter painted in 1¥89—of which,
throngh the kindness of Mr. Burr, engravings have been made for
this work, o ,



