INTRODUCTION. Ry %3

- Thereare some.paintslin e;qnna(;tlonr with; the, h,‘.»s(mry and _ de-
velopment of the Fairfield Branehwhich,, wa],l[provg of the great-
-£stinterest;noH onlxztp the. genealogist, rh}ltf tothe student of hered-

hmyua‘swelll Sodie lews ol e rea etz o o

ot f¥his branch ;was exceedead by.none qf the Old celomal familxes

+0fy New, England,; gither- in' the: mﬂuenca which it exerted on
viublic affairs/op -in! the- gualifty and. mefde: of the men whmh it
pmduced T .

;. Its-founider miay. have been a scion of some n.oble house in Eng-
;land ;-but. was more. probably.a well-to-do- member of ,the middie

~classy-busiwhatever his.birth, we must:concede to him possessign

sokerrtain marked qualities, such- 2 gredt.energy, asuperabundanee
~pfiwill . power, and theitalént.of Zederskip~-thas subtie quality dif-
ficuls tacdefine,-but which: men -réadily recognize; and which' ren-

ders its possessor a leader in society; and allowing him these

-iqualities, it will-be- interesting £o note- how: they ‘were transmitted .
- iry: anels reproc'luced am, his-descendants: . — -

-2 Hiis son:Major ‘John -Burr was-an -officer in the F]:ench and In—
idiawomrars;: Assistant,, 3 <e ;. Senator, or member of the Upper
Ha(lsg;[anﬂ Magistrate of the:Coleny..:
reod Hisothires cother- sons . were: representatives, -and local. magts-

irates of:Fairfieldy :His grandson, Col.;John Burr, commanded a

wdetachment -in. the! expedition to Port Royal against the Freoch,

-and in the Albany expedition against the Indians. He was alsoan
Assistant and Magistrate of ‘the Colony:- Nathaniel Burr, another

~grandsem,iwas a’lalryer.of prominence,. Samuel Burr, also a grand-

150nygraduated atiHarvard iCollege, and was: master of the famous
Chaxzlestomi- Grammer ;School for twelvé: years,cor:until Tris. death,
Ancther grandson, Peter Burr, also graduated at Harvard, was
Chief Judge of the Supreme Court of the Colony, Assistant, and
Magistrate; he was also elected Deputy Governor by the Senate,
but lost the position from the refusal of the House to concur.

The little town of Fairfield, on the shores of the Sonnd, with its
strong families of Burrs, Golds, Wakemans, ahd Sillimans, then en-
joyed that political dominance of the Colony, which Hartford now
exercises over the State, and as the former Deputy Governor—
Gold—had been a native of that town, the House through jeal-
ousy, refused to elect his townsman Mr. Burr, as his sucecessor.

Of the fourth generation, Col. Andrew Burr, grandson of Major
John, commanded the Connecticut regiment raised for the expedi-
tion against Louisburg, and shared in the hardships of the siege,



