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. E may claam‘ far our systrm iof npmencla.ture, the hoa.nesl:I
" a.nthmty, smce “ir was mshtuted f:y the reator hlmself
when his crowning work stood comp[ete before h1m, and was pro-
nounced “very good.” “: i e i -
Curlously enough the fu‘st ma.n was Iilamed from the Sl.HbStaﬂCE
of wh:ch h15 body was formed—wAJdam--rcd earth a.nd qmte natu-
rally he in time, gave to 1115 cluldrep names sugﬁested py the sub-‘
stances, or abjects sen51ble to hlS touch or r vision; in thxs way,no.
doubt, arose the custom, almost umversal m the Ea.st, of a.pplymg
names which meaﬂt somethmg, Whlch 51gmﬁed some tlme, place,
quality, or circumstance connected with the individval's Birth, or
pethaps, some incident in the life of his parents.;, _....1, ., 4
It was the Romans, if we m15take not, wha first dlgmﬁed, the, ins;
dividual by the application of. two ox.mate Bamey—the prenomen.
and the cognomen, answering.tp ourchristian or. ])apl;i,ismalt pame,,
and surna,mq—arcustom which has become 5 ,un,wqrsal ag-1t Is,prop:-,

commg under \rassalage, no d,ouht_ 5ier,weﬂ thp cust@m” Qld, Eng—,
ligh surnames: aroge:in yarious ways, some.in amanner admitting an;
eRsy. qxplanatmn, Whlle pthers: have ha,ﬁied the mpst, 1§a.med qu:gd}
ingenious research. .. i L ettt at ren s oadan
. By .far the. Iargeqt ,number, wea;e dprw.ed, fram Qcc}.].]gatppq, AS,
Farmar, F, ulIer,r, Shepherd;.. Wall;er, Rider, ietc, ; angtherJarge class,
from mental, and, physical , peculiarities; as Shor,., Sharpy(dmick;;
Keene, Long, angd still another, from,natyral and. ylslble objects; as

Wolfe, HOEE,,LYO!% Hay, ROSQ,. Reed, etc., ;. THLL VRN g
. This list might.be extended mdeﬁmtely, and- may1 he cpntlgq.wd
l:gy the.reader.at his pleasure. .» . oo oo S0 wes T oo

. Another very important and, ;ntqreang -clasg jof; nantes ;is of ;
fgxelgn origin, and . was.introduced, at the time of the Nozman.inva,
si‘?!?:.aﬂdzﬁonﬂqeﬁﬁ-:w.a; sils mbiten g e aid o nl bafaan pue s d

Camden, {quoted by Lower in his valuable work on,English,
Surnames ) observes on this point, that. there is scarcely 2 villsge
in Normandy which has not surnamed some family in England,



