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/Eimay claim. f6r,our. system. rof .nomenclature, the hoariest
IV V antiquity, since it,was instituted by the Creator himself

when his crowning work stood complete before him,.and was, pro-,
nounced very good. , , , . -.
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Curiously enough the first man was named from the, substance,
of wliichhis bo&jr, was formed—Adam—red eartfi, jan^ quite natu;
ratty he in time, gave to his childrep names suggested by.their

sub-
)

stances, or objects sensible to his touch, or vision; in, this way,no •

doubt, arose the custom, almost universal in the East, of applying
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names which meant something ; which signified some time, place,,

quality, or circumstance connected with the individual's birth, or
perhaps, some incident .in^the^e.ofJii&,p^re,nts,.[ 1 ..^..f, v, ~,\

1._.1t was therßomans, if w«.mis^kelnp|t vwj^q,fir£itJdignilie4'-tlie.^"r
dividual,by the application of,two or.more nan^esTTT^he jpra^nomq^
and, the cognomen,, ,answering. ,tp pur^hr^stian; or.baptismaj rnam^,,

and surname,
—

atqustQm r which.hfts (bt;cpine^s ou^i^e,rsal;a^-,it^is.proprt
er,.aij(i necessary; and ; firoip, them.,.^hje. yiar^o.us.-jnatjpnjS.^pfj Europe;
coming under vassalage, no 9|o\it(t derjLved; thje.jq^sfctpm,.}. C«ldrEng-,
lish.surnames :arose 1invarious wa

t
ys t (

sonie,in $.ma,nnpr, .ajdmitting an j

easy, explanation, while,others; have baffled.the mpst f
learned, ian4l

ingenious research. . .,:. ,; ;;, .-,. ; ¦ •.:-„..¦,. .. ;i
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v.By. far, the ,Jarges,t ,number, we^e, deriyfi.d,: frqm pccupatjpn,, ras,

Eullerr,Shepherd (o\^al^er,.;S.ide^;qtc f;anqther, rqlas^ y

from.men|tal ( ,and, physical, peculiarities} as, Shqrjt^Sharpjf.Qjijcki^
Keene, ;Long* and still,ano^^frpm^atural and,Yi^ibl?fpbJejpfs; as
\yolfe,,Hogg,;kyqn, Rosp^Reed, etc.., \,n i:.;,..:... i;,n:. -,_,„

?,,This listmight be, $x£end,ed indef^n,itely,and:n^ay b,ercpntir>ue4i
by the;reader at,his .pleasure. r
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a , Another; very.
-
impprtant clas^iofjiflam.esiis, qfn

foreign origin, and ;w,as. introduced, at the^m^qfr^e; rj

Camden, (quoted by Lower in his valuable work on-, "rEoglishj
Surnames") observes on this point, that. there is:>scarqely a .village
inNormandy whichhas not surnamed some family in England,
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