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1762-1848tain Thomas Merriman, served upon important
war committees with Andrew and Benjamin Dun-
ning, Alexander and Joseph Ewing, and others.

These good people believed in large families.
William's numbered eleven children; David's,
nine; Anna's, seven; Isaac's, ten; Jennet's, eleven;
and Isabel's, nine. In presenting elsewhere the
descendants of William the writer would gladly
have included those of his brothers and sisters,
but after an effort to trace them and to separate
the living from the dead, the work proved un-
satisfactory because so fragmentary.

William and Betsey Alexander began life on
one of his father's farms, a strip of seventy-seven
acres on Back Bay, two miles south of the head
of the Neck, and about as far distant from the
old homestead. Here three children were born—

Aletta, March 12th, 1788; James, November
2d, 1789; and Campbell, October 18th, 1791. In
the meantime his brother David had married
(August 18th, 1791), and turning the farm over
to the young bridegroom, William moved to
Brunswick upon another of his father's farms,
located north of Bunganuc and west of Grows-
town. Here he built a house sufficient tocradle
the babies, but the housewarming was a fu-
neral, little Aletta dying June 3d, 1792, at the


