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FROM BENJAMIN SCRIPPS TO WILLIAMSCRIPPS, MORGANTOWN, VA.

NewOrleans, Mayioth, 1806.
Dear Parents:
Irec'd yours of the 3rd of March on the gth instant, and itgave

me great satisfaction to hear of the welfare of my dear relations. I
congratulate you on the flattering description you give me of my
brother John's mental improvements. Ishall ever lament that a
boy of his genius never had a sufficient chance of cultivating those
qualifications he is possessed of by a more liberal education. It
gives me pleasure to hear he is so agreeably situated at Clarksburgh,
& of the pecuniary advantages he derives from Mr.Stealy's liber-
ality, together withMr.Tower's library, that enables him to indulge

himself in the pleasing pursuits of literature. When you write to

him present his absent brother's love, and inform him that it gives
me the greatest pleasure to hear that he is respected by bis connec-
tions &obtains the good willof his fellow citizens by his good con-
duct. Ihope he may continue to merit their commendations. As a
brotherIwould wish to take the liberty to recommend one thing to
him, that is to avoid pedantry in conversation (not that Isuspect
him to be guilty of that absurdity, farbe itfromme toentertain that

opinion), as Iwouldobserve itis commonly very disgusting, particu-
larly among friends, & withoutaperson is verycareful learns them-
selves an arrogant superciliousness in company, which is not easy to
break themselves of. As for my brother George Iwould wish him
not to be discouraged by his brother's witticisms, but strive to
improve himself so as to writewithpropriety. Give my love tohim
&sister Nancy, whoIam highly delighted to hear is an industrious
girl. Inow once for all, as it is uncertain when Ishall return,

recommend them both to writeme at least a fewlines on a separate
piece ofpaper, &inclose itinyour letter. As to John Ishall request
him to writeseparately as he resides ina post town &has an oppor-
tunity of writingletters tome every mail. Irec'd yours of the 19th
Nov. on the 17th of Jan., & answered it on the 13th of Feb., whichI
hope youhave rec'd, since which on the Ist of the present month I

dissolved partnership withmy friend &settled our business to our
mutual satisfaction. We met with great losses as well as profits,

which made my dividend but small;however, lamabout to. embark
in business" with a Mr. Henry, a trader on Red river. He has
accepted my small capital, which does not amount to more than
three hundred & fiftydollars, & allows me a proportional dividend


