1230

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Population 92,767,
PROVINCIAL CAPITAL, YICTORIA.

BriTisH CoLUuMnra is bounded on the north by the parallel of 602 north, on the west by the
Pacific Deean and Alaskn, on the sonth by the 48th parellel (the boundary of the United States),
on the east by the Roeky Mountaing and the meridian of 120° west. It is the largest of all the
Canadian Provinces, having an arca of 390,344 square miles. It Includes s number of lslunds,
thea largest being Vancouver, which contains the capital of the Province, hag an arcea of about
14,000 square miles, and prodieces the finest conl on the Pacifle Coast. Over 800,000 fons are ex-
ported snnually to the United Btates, and the quantity 18 steadilly increasing. The Provines is
about 700 mites jong and 30 wide. The Fraser River, its principel stream, is 80 miles long, and
600 yards wide at 1ts mouth; its valley containing much the groater part of the arable land, It
surface is lergely mountainous wnd densely wooded, produacing trees of enormous gize. Lum-
bering ie one of the prineipal fndusiries, but as tho land becomes cleared the =oil 1s found very
fortile and a eonslderabls zrea ig well adapfed for agrieulfure of all kinds. The fruit growing
industry 18 expected to becorne important. The climate is temperate and healthy, and 1= par.

ticulerly suited for sfock ralsing.
one of the ehjef industries.

Gold has been found in large gquantifies, end mining it 18
TUpwards of $16,000,000 of this metal have been exported during the

last 15 years. Copper, and iron ore are widely distributed, and many other minerals are found.
The fisheries are alzo veary valuable, their produee in 188§ having been reckened at $4,834,848.
Fur bearing animals are very nomercus. The prineipal town on the mainland i Vanconver,

the terminuas of the Pacific Canedlan Railway.
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Varcouver Inland sectlon low and rolling near coast
with fertile eoll ; back country meuntaioous ; mainland
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Newspapers are published in B Distriets.
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South end of Vancouver Island surface low nesr
cogast ; roonotainous back, Has some %mln, vegatable,
fruit, end stoek raiging interegis, there being putehes of
fertle goil.  Lusmbering is the leadiog industry. Fagui-
mpult, near Victoria, has an excellent harbor, pnd {8 o
Bridsh Adrlrality statlon. Faa alarge dry doek. Coom-
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