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BRITISH COLUMBIA.
Population 92,767.

Provincial Capital, VICTORIA.

British Columbia Is bounded on the north by the parallel of60° north, on the west by the
Pacific Ocean and Alaska, on the south by the 49th parallel (the boundary of the United States),
on the east by the Rocky Mountains and the meridian of120° west. Itis the largest ofall the
Canadian Provinces, having an area of390,344 square miles. Itincludes a number of Islands,
the largest being Vancouver, which contains the capital of the Province, has an area of about
14,000 square miles, and produces the finest coal on the Pacific Coast. Over 300,000 tons are ex-
ported annually to the United States, and the quantity is steadily increasing. The Province is
about 700 miles long and 500 wide. The Fraser River,itsprincipalstream, is 800 miles long, and
600 yards wide at itsmouth; its valleycontaining much the greater part of the arable land. Its
surface is largely mountainous and densely wooded, producing trees of enormous size. Lum-
bering is one of the principal industries, but as the land becomes cleared the soil is found very
fertile and a considerable area is well adapted for agriculture of allkinds. The fruitgrowing
industry is expected to become important. The climate is temperate and healthy, and is par-
ticularly suited for stock raising. Gold has been found in large quantities, and miningitis
one ofthe chief industries. Upwards of$15,000,000 of this metal have been exported during the
last 15 years. Copper, and ironore are widely distributed, and many other minerals are found.
The fisheries are also very valuable, their produce in1886 having been reckoned at $1,834,848.
Fur bearing animals are very numerous. The principal town on the mainland is Vancouver,
the terminus of thePacific Canadian Railway. Newspapers are published in8Districts.
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