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MICHIGAN
Population 3,093,889 Rep. Plur. in1893, 20,412

Rep. vote, 222,708; Dem. 202,296; Pop. 19,822; Prohib. 14,069.

State Capital,LANSING.

Michigan isbounded north by Lake Superior, east by Lakes Huron, St. Clair, and Erie, and
their connecting rivers, south byOhio and Indiana, and west byLake Michigan and Wisconsin-
land area, 57,430 square miles. Itconsists of two peninsulas, of which the southern is the prin-
cipalseat of wealth and population, its length, north to south, being about 300 miles;width
about 200;coast line of State on lakes not less than 1600 miles. This part of the State is a very

level region, abounding inlakes and streams, withvery extensive forests of pine and other tim-
ber inthe north, oak openings ornatural parks inthe south, and prairies inthe southwest. The
soil contains sufficient sand tomake iteasily tilled, and few sections excel itas a farmingregion.
Inthe westand southwest is the great fruitbelt. Winter wheat, oats, and potatoes are abundant,
and ofexcellent quality;corn and other cereals are largely grown. Dairy products are veryvalu-
able. Wool is raised invery large quantities, the product being about 15,000,000 pounds ;live
stock is plentiful. Peppermint and celery are raised extensively inthe southwest, and grapes in
the south. The surface ofthe northern peninsula is somewhat rough and mountainous, witha
good soilinmost parts outside the miningregions ;its mineral wealth is verygreat, especially in
copper, iron and silver. Large quantities of iron ore are mined and shipped to Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Indiana, andIllinois to be smelted either alone or with the inferior ores found in those
States. Marquette, Ishpeming, Negaunee, Gladstone, St. Ignace and Eacanaba are the principal
points of shipment. By far the most important copper mines of the country, and what is
claimed to be the largest iron mine in the world, are in this State. The output of iron has
more than doubled since 1880. There is a large quantity of coal in the lower peninsula

used chiefly for local and railroad purposes. The salt producing territory covers about 9,500
square miles, and the annual product is not far from 5,000,000 barrels, which is more than

double that of New York State; it is procured from artesian wells, and the Saginaw

River and the mouth of the Manistee are the chief centres of manufacture. About 100,000

barrels ofdairy salt are produced pronounced by competent judges to be the best inthe world.
3600 hands are employed in the salt manufacture. Michigan ranks first among the States.
in the value and extent of its lumber product ;the largest interest centering in East Sagi-

naw. The lumber product, however, is rapidly falling off, through the rapid and wasteful
reduction of the forest area. Gypsum, fireclay, and glass sand are also found. Manufactures
are important and varied inextent. Among the leading are iron, lumber, salt, wooden ware,
furniture, farm implements, leather, cotton and woolen goods, machinery, castings, and hollow

ware. There are 84 Counties inMichigan;newspapers are published in82.
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