FLORIDA.

Popnlntien 391,422 Dem. Plur. in 1862, 25,300

Nern. vote, 3,143 ; Peop. 4,843,
STATE CAPITAL, TALLAHASSEE.

FLORIDA 18 bounded north by Alabama and Georgia, east by the Atlantic Ocean, south and
west by the Gulf of Mexico and Alabame. The peninsular portion of the State is aboat 375 miles
lohg by an average breadth of 8 miles; the upper porticn 550 miles from east £o west by from 30
to @ miles from norih to sonth ;land ares, 68,680 square mijles. The surface s diversified with
numerous Iales, the lurgeat, Okeeehobes, heing 40 miles long by about 30 miles broad. Theraisa
coast line of 2bout 1i50 miles, while the water surizee comprises one fifteenth of the whole. The
largest portion of the southern part of the pepinsula s oecupied by the HKverpiades, an
evergreen mevsh or swamp, impassable in the rainy season, and resembliog an immense Iake
dotted with innunierable 1slands of from half an acre to bundreds of acres In exient, the whole
eomprising over 2,000,000 aeres, From the northern end of the swamp to Georgia is mostly =
deud level, with oceasional undulations and emall bills. West of tbhe neck of the peningula the
gnrface becomes & llttle more uneven; the ¢entral portion is the most fertile, bt there are
many plne barrene there. Therc are numerpns gentle eminences ealled hammocks, which are
remarkably firtile, a8 ars also the swamp lands when ditched and drained. Sugar cane is rajsed
sleilv along the Gulf coast. Both long and short staple eotton and tobacco are grown, but corn
and rice are ihe pringipal cereals. Orzpges, lomons, limes, pineapples, figs, olives, wnd grapes
flotirish Juxuriantly ; garden vegetables are largely produced, for the northern market, while of
recent youis the shipment of pranges norih has become very important. Catile require litile
oo, are not housed in winter, and large numbers are raized and ghipped to Havana. Hogs
fatten on the roots and mast of the forest. Sponge I found on many parts of the epast.
Manufagiurzs of pine lamber, ship timber, tar, rosin, turpentine, cotton seed oil and cake, pal-
metlo bats und braida; sult 1= made by solar evaporation; elgars are manufactured ai Key West
and Yhor City, near Tamps, in large auantities, During 1337 o grest impetus was given to the
prawing of {obacce. In June, 1839, deposits of phosphate rock were discovered, snpposed to
underli¢ parts of § or 11 couniies, and o be of very preat guantliy, They are being developad,
and will donbtiess prove of high commercizl value. There are considerabls fisheries, the inland
and coast waters being full of fish; oysters are abundant, and the sponge and coral fisherles
arg of Importanee. There are 45 Counties in Wlorida ; newspapers are published in 42
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