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of specialties, who, by carefully examining them can readily decide which counties are likely

to prove remunerative territory, and thus confine their expenditures within limitswhich may

be expected to yieldthe greatest return for their outlay.

Town Headings.
—

These headings have also been carefully revised. The location

of the county in the State is given by a system of initialletters, which enables the reader

to find quickly any county on the map, or to determine its location, no matter what may

be the contour of a State, or however numerous may be its counties. The distance of the
town, and in most cases the direction from some prominent point is given ;its means of

communication by railroad, water or stage ; whether it is a telegraph and express sta-

tion or not, and if not, what the nearest telegraph or express point is. If a place

has a bank the word "Bank" appears, if more than one, "Banks," ifthere is no bank
in the place the nearest, or" most accessible, or the usual banking town for that point is
given. Then follows the description of the place itself, setting forth as fully as possible its
advantages ot location, the nature of the surrounding district, with its productions, agri-

cultural or otherwise, the leading manufactures, and educational and other public institutions.

Sub-Editions.
—

As in previous issues we have endeavored to distinguish between
independent and distinct publications and those which are simply reprints of some other
paper withbut littleand often withno change whatever beyond the name. Allpapers so

issued, as far as it was possible to trace them, have been entered in the Catalogue under
the name of the leading paper, and, under the place of apparent publication, the name of
the sub-edition is given with a reference to the paper issuing it. In the County List these
sub-editions do not appear at all; the main paper has an italic note referring to the
Catalogue for information respecting its sub-edition or editions.

It may be well to add that it is very difficult at times to determine positively this
question of similarity of issue. Publishers of such papers generally are not willing to give
information nor to send sample copies, and it is possible that insome instances an error may

have been made either in quoting a paper as a sub-edition of another, when it wouldbe fairly
entitled to an independent entry ifall the facts were known, or in giving a paper an inde-
pendent standing when itis not entitled to it. Every efforthas, however, been made toguard

against either of these possibilities.

Names of Editoes and Publishers.
—No labor has been spared in the effort to

have this department of the work as accurate as possible at the time of going to press ; the
continual changes of ownership and places of publication, however, necessarily preclude
absolute accuracy.

¦"Political Statistics.
—

Inaccordance withour established custom the political ma-
jorities and pluralities are those of the latest Presidential election.

CIRCULATION.

Circulations for which affidavits have been furnished have been set inbold-face
type in the Catalogue, and designated by an asterisk (*) in the County and Class Lists.
Throughout the book a double dagger ($) indicates the publisher's claim. Our own estimates
are set inBoman figures and unmarked.

While we wouldgreatly prefer a detailed statement of issues for a whole year, yet
records forsix months or even three, will,ifproperly signed by the publisher or some respon-

sible person for him, ordinarilyentitle the paper to a rating in accordance therewith. "We
say ordinarily,because we do not believe that the rendering of such a statement is incontest-


