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North American, published in Philadelphia in1839, was aremarkable paper insome respects, but
was certainly acuriosity inits power ofabsorption. Itis made up ofno less than nine different
journals, though living to-day under the modest name of The North American and United States
Gazette. Itabsorbed the Packet and Advertiser in1771, the Daily Advertiser in1784, the Gazette of the

United States in1789, the Evening Advertiser in1793, the United States Gazette in1804, the True Ameri
can in1820, the Commercial Chronicle in1820, The Union in 1820, The North American in1839, and the
Commercial Herald in1840. In1793Noah "Webster issued a Federal paper, the Minerva, inNew York.
Itwas a daily,and published a weekly edition called the Herald. These names were soon after
changed to Commercial Advertiser and New York Spectator.

The Western press was naturally of slow growth, depending much on population and rail-
roads. The newspaper and printingofflce ofthe Northwest was the Centinel, published inCincin-
natiin1693, by"WilliamMaxwell. The second was the Gazette, at Chillicothe in1796, and the third>
the Western Spy. TheMercury appeared inCincinnati in1804, and was published for eleven years,
when itwas united with the Gazette, which was established in1806. In1827 the Gazette, withalist
ofone hundred and sixty-four subscribers, came out as a daily. In1834 this enterprising journal
introduced the steam power press in the Northwest. Indiana followed withher first paper in
1818. Itwas issued at Vincennes in1808. Inthe same year Missouri came out with the St. Louis
Republican, a journal which is livingto-day, fullofyears, enterprising and prosperous. The Dem-

ocrat is another ofSt. Louis' veteran newspapers. The first newspaper inIllinois was the Intetti'
gencer, published at Kaskaskia in1814 or 1815. The firstinChicago was the Democrat, established
in1833. Yet the State has at the present time over fourhundred journals. These papers have all
been issued during the lifetime ofan editor, who is the oldest livingeditor inIllinois,Mr.Bobert
K.Fleming, who established the Kaskaskia Democrat as long ago as 1822.

Arkansas had two weekly papers in 1834, when it was a territory. One, the Gazette, was
printed at little Rock ;the Herald was published at Helena. The "Western press had many
struggles, but has arrived at a prosperity and influence which would surprise almost any one
except an American. As early as 1846, there was inNewYork,an Evening Post; another appeared
in1794,and a thirdin1801. Thelatter, edited byWilliam Cobman, is the one nowpublished. Ham-
ilton and Jay both aided inits establishment. Wm. Cullen Bryant, its present proprietor, wrote
forit as early as 1826. Previous to 1808 there were six dailypapers published inNew York, the
Gazette, Mercantile Advertiser, American Citizen,Evening Post, Commercial Advertiser, Public Advertiser.

North Carolina published its firstnewspaper in1799. Itwas called the Register, and published
inRaleigh. Itwas founded byJoseph Gales, one of the remarkable men of that State.

Washington, before itbecame the seat ofGovernment, had two or three newspapers, one of
them, the Gazette, being published there in1796. In1800, when the Government removed there,
t!ieNational Intelligencer and Washington Advertiser was established by Samuel Harrison Smith,
and became the organ of the Government under the administration ofThomas Jefferson. The
Federalist was started about the same time. The Globe was not started until1830. In1815 Wash-
ington had fivenewspapers. Ithas twenty-two or twenty-three

—
one ofthem German— at the

present time.
In South Carolina, an important paper, the Charleston Courier, was published by Loring

Andrews, ofMassachusetts. Never a violent political journal, it was always enterprising as a
newspaper. Itcontinued until the present year when itwas merged into the Charleston News,
with the name News and Courier. Its files were sold at auction inApril ofthis year

—
shortly

after the paper consolidated. The followingaccount of the sale willgive some idea of the value
of such files:

"
Some of the earlier volumes are inrather a dilapidated condition, but the entire

set willbe rebound inuniform style. The complete filemakes one hundred and fiftyvolumes,
covering a period of seventy entire years, and includes every paper published from the date of
the firstissue, in1803. Aspecial representative was sent to Charleston withorders to secure the
journalistic treasure at any cost. The price paid was $2,250. The firm name ofA.S. Willington
&Co., which was putat the head of the first number of the paper, remained there until the last
number of its independent existence, which was issued but a few days ago. Mr.Willington,
the founder of the paper, died onlyin1862."

A remarkable paper ofthe South, the Richmond (Va.,) Enquirer, was established in1804, by
Ritchie &Worsley. Itwas the organ of the Virginia Democracy. Ithad one peculiarity which
we believe has never been imitated in any journal of importance. Ritchie, its editor,
wrote his editorials inthe firstperson. The man and the paper were closely identified. He
was one ofthose editors who believe inrepetition. He wouldhave made a good advertiser. He
realized the fact that a subject or a person once referred to made but a momentary impression,
however vigorously itmightbe writtenof. He felt that repetition fastened a statement to a man
or impressed an idea on a body ofmen. Itis a good thinghebelieved todrive anail, but agreat
advantage to clinch it. Among its contributors was William Wirt, who used the pen-name of
"The British Spy." Its rival, the Whig, did not appear until1826. Itwas founded byJohn H.
Pleasants, and was a warm supporter of Henry Clay. The history of the Enquirer is, in fact,
the history of the whole democratic party. Few journals have exerted the influence which
this paper wielded as the great leading organ of apowerful politicalbody. The politicalpress
always needs a strong leading journal and is ready to follow inits wake like sea-roll at the
stern ofan ocean steamer. The smaller journals are unwilling,orunable, or have not courage


