22 SEETCH OF THE GROWTH OT JOURNALISM.

entered the store and asked if Jamea Rivingfon lived there. Ianswered yes, sir. Is he at homa®
I will go and =ee, git, I 3aid ; and now, master, what is 1o ba done? There ha ia in the store, and
the hoys peeping at him from the street.’ I had made np my mind. Ilocked at the Madeira—
possibly took & glasa. Show him up seid I, and if such Madejra cannot mollify him, e muost be
harder than adamant. Thers was a fearful moment of suspense. I hesrd him on the stairs:
his long sword elanking &t avery step. In he stalked. *Is your name James Biviegron? Ifis,
sir; and no man eould be more happy to sec Colonel Ethan Allen. *Sirl I bhave come’—-Not
another word until you have talen a seat and a glasg of 0ld Madeirs. ' Buot, sir; I don't think it
proper— Mot another word, Colonel, taste this wine, I have had it in glass ten years: olil wine
you know, nuless it is originally sound, never improvez by age. He took the glass, swullowed
the wine, smaocked his lips and shook his head approvingly. f8ir, I come—' Not another
word, until yon have tekean another glass, and then my dear Colonel, we will talk of o} nffaira:
and I have some queer events to detail.” “In short,” says the narrator, “ we fnished two hot-
tles of Madelma and parted as goad frlends as If we had naver had cause to he otherwise.” .

In 1773 the editor of the Spy izmmad angthér paper, with angther of those long names.. It waz
called the Eusex Journal and Merrimack Packe't or, the Mussackueetts and New Hampshire General
Adverfirer. lspiah Thomss was one of the Frankling of his time.

New Yorlk City had four weekly newepapera at the time it was oceupied by the British, and
the influence In pewspaper publishing was making ilself feltin its vicinity. In 1378, a paper was
egtablished in Norwich, Conn., called the Packef, and from sbont this time, the growth of the
State in Journslism, though not rapid, waa steady.

At the close of the Revolationary period, & muarked advence in journslism was apparent,
though up to that $ime, nooe of our publications gave any indications of the newspaper-making
enterprise of which we see so much to-day. More was thought in those day3s about the spirlt or
animuns of a newspaper, and about its opinions and principles, ther of the mere sweeping up of
news items, which to-dey ocouies s¢ much of the energy of the journalist. Indeed, the people
of 1873 are treated (by itclegraph} with an overwhelming guantity of news ltems, and mnech
important steff which, no donbt, would do well encogh for local ifems, but can hardly call up
passing sensation, or selisfly anything but o morbid taste in tho genceral reader. Yet, if the cditor
sends n, reporter five hundred miles to view a hanging, and pays for five eolumns of telegraphic
description of it, while he neglects to report a matter of science in his own city, it shows
wothing more, perhaps, than this: that people want details of misery and crime; the highest
office of ine journalist is to glve them; hence the press of Lo-day. But this does not prevent
admigation of the old-time press, when an inspiration was worth much more than an unimpor-
tant, perbzps impuere detail. Perhaps to be a mere newsmashine is to be the best journelist,

The New Hempshire Gazetle, an important paper, was published in Portsmonth as early as the
year 1756, 1f hes the honor of being the oldest haper now publizhed in the United Stafes, and 13
atill Issued in Portsmouth, the city of its birth. It was & thorough * liberty® paper, and wes
celebrated in home politics forlts strong and unvarled democeratic prineiples, It hecame dermo-
eratic in 1802, having been befora that time 8 Federnl paper. It has been conduweted at various
epocha by men of considerable editorfal talent, and often made an excitement in Portsmouth
political eircles, Thomas I3 Laighton, whose name appears on the paper in 1833, wos & man of
ebility, and his writings in the old jonrnel may be read to-day with interest, In those days the
reportas of polltical meetings ware not mere ahsiracts of the matters consldered. The editors.
of political newspapera took the matter in hand themselves. The procacdings were not merely
catalogued, mechanieally, by a reporter, ag is to-day too much the practice; they were noted
“ with commenis by the editor,” and the eomments were almost alwrys the liveliest part of the
matter. There was some art in it, for in thiz wey the gons of the enemy were often spiked and
their meeatings turned to their own disadvantage. Infhose early days of political pepers every
possible advantage and a talent for making good.natored personalities and quiet, cool, tamper-
afbe sarcasm were weapons 1ot to he despised. There was a graphic quaiity in their deserip-
tion, a virile foree in their logic, and a masculine grace and strepgth in the blows they gave, that,
mneh a3 we may prefer the Journalism of te-day, we eannot look back upon without respectful
admiration. It s human nature te admire that quality in a newspaper article whieh brings us
near to the writer and cavses us to feel zomething of his personality or magnetism. Purely
irapersonal journnlism is too muoch like the mere oracle, the speech-gifted lay-figure, and carries
t00 much of the quality which eauses our admiration, and gains its strength, not from inherent
goad quality, but becaunse it 1s & power belind the throne. A singie instanee may be given of
the matter sometimes introduced into the reporis of political meetings, as late even as 1834, in &
short gqnotation from the Neuwr Haempshire Garefte, published March 10th of that year. The repoxt,
said to have been written by Thomas B. Laightorn, its editor, was entirely in verse. It elothed
each individual with a fantastic name descriptive of some peculizrity, instantly recognized by
the readers of the peper, and gave the man’s words with some ingenious fwist or turn that placed
him in a light he little antleipated. One man 1s deseribed in this way:

“ Next Borrington’s famed Dule aroze
A zix-feet giant without shoes,
He wiped a dew-dm}: from his nose
And thas began—-7



