
16 SKETCH OF THE GROWTH OF JOURNALISM.

The first newspaper printed inAmerica was published byBenjamin Harris, Boston, Septem-
ber 25th, 1890, under the general name, ifindeed itwas meant for a title,ofPvblick Occurrences .
Though printed on an imported press, with foreign type and paper, it seems to have borrowed
littleelse from foreign sources. Journalism, perhaps from the fact that international communi-
cation was so limited for lack of transit, and that we seldom saw standards of good work,or
borrowed inany sense, orinreality needed or asked forit,seems to have originated inAmerica,

from a germ ofits own, and owed itsgrowth toitself, and not to foreign influence. Itgave us an
originalpress; we grew faster and went further, and made up inoriginal characteristics what
wemay, inthe earlier days ofjournalism, have lacked ingood work,mechanical or intellectual
ButBenjamin Harris' Pttblich Occurrences had very little significance beyond the fact that itwas
our first paper, for itlived but twenty-four hours. Ittouched upon local matters and

"
con-

tained reflections of a veryhigh nature ;
"

so it,the firstpaper published inAmerica, was ruth-
lessly squelched by the enlightened authorities. But the matter was started. Itmay be added
of this immortal journal of a day, that only one copy ofit is known tohave been preserved.

That copy was discovered by the historian of Salem, the Rev. C.B.Felt, inthe Colonial State-
paper office in London, while engaged inresearches relating to the history of his own city.
The paper was printed by Eichard Pierce, on three pages of a folded sheet, leaving one page
blank, with two columns to a page, and each page about eleven inches by seven insize. Harris
proposed to issue his paper once amonth, or oftener, ifthere should be a

"
glutof occurrences."

Itseems that the legislative authority solemnly determined that the paper came out contrary
tolaw, and toprevent Mr.Harris from issuing a second number, they forbade

"
anythinginprint

withoutlicense first obtained from those authorized by the government to grant the same."
In 1700 were published in Boston and New York certain religious pamphlets, which

drew out replies, also printed. It was a battle with paper bullets that did its part toward
clearing the atmosphere for a regular publication. Then came the news-letters, written and
sent out by friends and business men, Mescribing important occurrences, and as importa-
tions increased and the want ofnews was more and more felt,the English papers came insuch
quantity as made us used to them. These circumstances, with many others, led the way,and at
last, in1704, we had our firstregular newspaper. John Campbell was postmaster of Boston, and
the actual news-vender of the city. He saw the opportunity and had gained experience in a
good school. On the 24th of April,1704, he published the first number of the Boston News-Letter.
Itcreated no little excitement. The first sheet was taken damp from the press by Chief Justice
Sewall to show President Willard of Harvard University, as a curiosity. It was published
weekly, and would take advertisements "at a reasonable rate, at from twelve pence to fiveshil-
lings, and not to exceed." There were none, of course, inthe first number. Itwas printed by
Bartholomew Green,

"
a member in good standing" of the Old South Church. Itlived72 years.

Itis said that itmightbe living'to-day were itnot that on the approach ofthe Revolution it
took the Tory side. One complete file is inexistence, and is inthe libraryof the New York His-
torical Society. Its imprintwas:

"
Boston :Printed by B.Greene. Sold by Nicholas Boone, at

his shop near the Old Meeting House." At this time Boston had a population of8,000.
Our first newspapers were founded to some extent on English models, though as before

stated, their literary contents were in all respects original after the point was reached where
they could claim that they were really

"
news" papers. The News-Letter was a partial imitation

of what was then called the London Gazet, and at first, was often a mere transcript of it. The
chief end of the newspaper in its early days, seems to have been to give date of shipping
and the prices current. Itisa fact of some interest that the firstregularly published American
newspapers contained a creditable number of items. Ifthey were mostly of the commercial
sort, they certainly paved the way for the political, social, scientific and literary writings which
fillthe newspapers of to-day. The firstnumber issued contained a notice of the arrival of sev-
eral vessels, gave an account ofthe state ofhealth ofpassengers and crews, announced the kind
of cargoes they carried, and stated the length of each passage, and such short items of news as
could be had from the officers of the vessels. The same number refers to a sermon preached by
Rev. Mr. Pemberton, from the excellent text: "Anddo your own business "—thus givingus
our first

"religious intelligence" inour first newspaper, and notes with appropriate comments
the death ofsome men of localprominence. We have besides some important news from the
cities ofNew York and Philadelphia, and other items from the States ofRhode Island, Connecti-
cut and Maryland. There were no advertisements of any kind, however, except the ordinary
prospectus or announcement of the proprietor, which were then called advertisements, but are
not now properly so named.

For fifteen years the News-Letter had norivalor contemporary whatever. Yet even then the
publisher ofour first paper had ahard time ofit. Appeals for aidwere oftenmade to the public,
but it seems with littlepractical effect. There are some characteristics of the old-time press
whichcuriously resemble those ofthe newspapers ofour own time. For instance, the question
ofcirculation comes up, and the publisher replies toitas follows inthe News-Letter of August
10th, 1719:"

Andinregard the Undertaker [publisher] had not suitable encouragement, even toprint
half aSheet Weekly, seeing that he cannot send 300 at an Impression, tho' some ignorantJy con-
cludes he Sells upwards ofa Thousand ;far less is he able toprint a She Aevery other Week with-


