A SKETCH OF THE GROWTH OF JOURNALISM
IN THE UNITED STATES.

Xo people are equal to Americans in their appreciation ot newsapapers, and, &8 & consge
queénce ho conntry i3 hetter supplied with them. The traveler cannot, by publie conveyance,
penetrate any wilderness whose people may not point with Ioeal pride to the office of their
rewspaper. Fhat this is & matter for congratulation, there can be no doubt, The printing-press
ecannot better perform 1ts part in the worlk of civilization than by recording the work of to-day—
to do 8o 18 to prepare for the Iabor of fo-morrow.

In its eaxly days, however, the press was congidered in any but a philogophieal light, Its
writers scarcely knew, in fact, that in promoting the ends of commerce by quotations and com-
parigona of prices they were advaneing the conntry toward its hlgh destny.

The nawspaper is the exclusive literature of & considerable elass of Americans. There are
many men whe would pass for belng well-informed, if not well-edncated—who would be conaid”
cred to have knowledge if not wisdom, but whose reading never goes beyond newspapera;
who never boy a book, and who wounld be surprised at # guestion eoneerning the state of their
lihrary. Itistrue thet many of those who bave libraries seldom think of reading books. But
the role holds that very many persona depend for all literary food npon periodieal litersiore,
and that it has ip consequence, grown to proportions that conld not have been saspected by
thasa who published our first newspaners.

It is probable that newspapers will always be popular with Americans. They are sultedto
the character of the people. They arc the gnardians of their liberties, their instronctors and their
companiena, they but echo and repeat their opinions, and often ably defend them. Theyare
uzciul, too, in bosinesy or in pleasore, rnd the tremendons growth of jonrnalism in the United
States can hardly be wondered at when we consider how porfect 2 repository of all that can by
pozgibility be recorded, the American newspaper has bacome,

Under the fostering care and protection of our literal institutions, with the eduocation of the
meases, the pressure of great enterprises and the needs of teade and commerce, our journakism
kas become z power which on this continent wounld canse the desires of any would-be
nsurper of gur liberties, to¢ roll ap like 2 sercll and peras away. “ A journalist,” saild the great
Napoleon, *a giver of advice, a regent of aovereigns, a tutor of nations. Four hostile newa-
papers are more t0 be feared than a hundred thousand bayonets.” Thomas Jefferson snid: “1I
would rather live in & country with newspapers and without a government, than in & country
with a government but withont newspapers.” David Hume, too, pereeived the connection of
newspeners with the liberties of the people, for he says: ' Its liberties and the liberties of the
people mast stand or fall together,”

A good newspaper press makes books less necessary because it gives their substance, Henry
Ward Beecher snyy! ‘““The newspaper is an ever-unfolding encyelopedfa : an unbonnd haok
foraver ismuing and never finished.” When we think of the arms of a4 great jonrnal stretehed
to the ends of the earth, gathering In everything of importance end sending the matter forth
again to parts yet unaciquainted with the history of the duy, we munst pat the presg, as a souree
of informsation, ahove all other clesses of literature. Thackeray appreciates its power and
its gomprehensivenass where he says @ ‘“There sbke i3; she never sleeps. She has her am-
bassadors in every quarter of the world—her couriers upon every road. Herpfflcers march along
with armies, and her envoya wglk into stiicsmen’s cabinets. They are ubignitons. Yonder
journal has an agent this moment giving bribes at Madrid, and another inspecting the price or
potatoes at Covent Garden.”

Since xewspapers have become recognized in America as being of the vwery highest
aocial, politieal and commercial importance, their growth hnd been extracrdlnary. At the start,
however, it will be seen that newspapers, though they certainly proved of valae to the coantry
in the gaining of ita independence, were by no means so advantageonsty uied as they might have
been. Their eapacity for usefnulness was in fact hardly understoo®, while onr facilitles for
newapaper-making wassmall. In the following pages will be found some details conedrning
the eariy days of journalism in the Tnited States:—



