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restoredd to more than their former popularity, mnd become powestnl rivals to
all syuare pianos.

A philosophical and fmpartial music eritie (Mr. Edwad Pelz) defines the
rare qualitications necessary to be possessed by the manuticturer of a pertect
piano, i attrilmtes them o high degree 1o Mre. George Steck s A sharp,
aente, musicenl, sl wellenltivated ear; distinguished skill in all the varied
manijrdations; accomplished workmanship; exael knowledge of aconstics;
mechaniesl tulent connected with power of jnvention; profoumd expericnce
in the muterinls used; plentiful patience and perseveranee in the exiunination
of every hammer and tone.  Ile musi also lave constant sl indefhitigable
oversight and eontrol ot all assistant workmen, for the eve of the master must
eontinually wateh over the selection of the necessary nmterials and every
detail, as the slightest defect in either may prevent the desired vesult.  In-
clintion for improvemoent matst also at 2l timees inspire him, no matter how
great the suecess he has alrealy attained. The persistent applieation of all
these attributes to the production of piames has distinguished Mre Seeck, as
ix slown by the wames of mawy celebrated artists,

Thonsands of the Steck pianos are now in approvel uge thronghout our
own aml other countries, and in every instance where thir competition with
other instrinuents eould he obtaineld they bave won the prize. They have
taken three First Premimms at varions Fairs in Pennsylvania; and at the
great National Fxhibition ot the American Institute in New York, in 1865,
where a great humber competed for the prizes, and after an anusually
cal'vfﬂ"}' and mimute examination was nuwde, thye Judges awmrded them two
prizes, a gold medal for the hest Syuare Tiana.

It may be asked by the nninitanted, in view of this irresistible mass of
evidenee in favor of the Steck Piwmos, why they were not exhibited at the
Great Paris Kxposition of 1867, "The following facts will enlighten them on
this point.

Uxsrrep Srares Acexer vonr vue Pamsz Uxiversar Exvosiriox, ;
February 18, 1867,

Grorie Sreck & Co., New Youk: Gentlonen: Youwrs of the 15th itl%t.lnq
i received, and in answer to your inguiries I lave to state that the only (11“1
enlty in the way of placing your pianos is the lnck of space. Thereis ncl_
doubt about their merits; imdleed, when such eminent erities us Judge Dal
and Mr. Charles B. Seymour arve so positive Iy their opinion as 1o the excel.
Ienee of your instruments, it seems a pity that they should not go. \is

J. C. Derpy, United States Ageny. 3]

Notwithstanding the above letter from the United States Clommis-
sioner, the trath was that there were nine places allotted for Ameriean
pianos at the Paris Kxposition, and these nine plices were monopalized by
two American firms.  Messrs. George Steek & Co. were among the carliest
applicants for a pluce; a place had Treen allotted to them by the above-named
Commissioner, as early as September, 1866 and they accordingly made the
necessary preparations, at considerable expense. Yot tive months after a
place hal been assigned to them it was withheld, and the nine places were
oecupied by the favored two. In mmsical eircles this transuetion has been
severely eensured, and hoth the Ameriean and German press have indigmantly



