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and Joshua Phillips, having been depended upon by the committee for guid-
ance and data, speedily led its members to that groundless conclusion. Will-
ing to gratify the boisterous political enemies of the late collector, seeking
the approval of the revengeful sachems of the Tammany Society, and desiring
the favor of their own prejudiced constituents, the committee heedlessly ignored
all the opportunities it had to obtain evidence which the vilely aspersed ex-

collector might have offered in refutation of the allegations of the self-perjured
and perfidious cashier and his nefarious confederate. Blinded and misguided,
the members of the committee, one and all, ingloriously fell into a ditch of igno-
miny from which they were unable afterward to extract themselves.

To recompense itself for the losses of money by the assumed peculations of
the late collector, the government of the United States began selling his prop-
erty at that time in the hands of William H. Waddell, United States marshal,
as is disclosed by a conveyance, dated June 14, 1839, which recites :"Whereas Henry D.Gilpin,solicitor of the treasury, heretofore on the 12th
day of November, 1838, in pursuance of the act of congress, approved on the
15th day of May, 1820, entitled an act providing for the better organization of
the treasury department, issued under his hand and seal a certain warrant ofdis-
tress against Samuel Swartwout, and Benjamin Birdsall, Charles L.Livingston,
and Mangle M. Ouackenbos, sureties of the said Samuel Swartwout, directed
and delivered to the said marshal, which said warrant is in the words and fig-
ures following, to wit:

"To the marshal of the United States for the southern district of New
York, whereas Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the revenue for the port of
New York, became indebted to the United States in the sum of one million
three hundred and seventy-four thousand one hundred and nineteen dollars [and]
sixty-five cents, agreeably to the account truly stated by the accounting officers
of the treasury, and certified by the first comptroller of the treasury, of which
a copy is herewith transmitted, and whereas the sum of thirty thousand dollars
has been paid on account of the said debt, so that the sum of one million three
hundred and forty-four thousand and one hundred and nineteen dollars y6-^y

6-^ re-
mains due by the said Samuel Swartwout, and whereas the said Samuel Swart-
wout has failed to pay over according to law the said sum of one million three
hundred and forty- four thousand one hundred and nineteen dollars [and] sixty-
five cents,

"
These are therefore to command you in pursuance to the act of congress,

entitled an act providing for the better organization of the treasury department,
passed on the fifteenth day of May, 1820, to levy, take, and sell the estate of
the said Samuel Swartwout, and of Benjamin Birdsall, Charles L.Livingston,
and Mangle M. Ouackenbos, the sureties of the said Samuel Swartwout, which


